
BELIEVE
THERE IS
GOOD IN
THE WORLD







• Support a standing club project or initiative

• Add to an endowment

• Fund planned projects or earmarked charities

• Have money in the bank when an idea is raised or need arises

• Have the cash to match District and Global Grants

• Support The Rotary Foundation

Money Allows Us To…

Make A Difference

Build Awareness of Your Club and Rotary
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FUNDING 
THE MAGIC OF ROTARY

PDG Lyle Staab
District Foundation Chair



THE ROTARY FOUNDATION IS 
ONLY ONE OF THE 

MECHANISMS BY WHICH 
ROTARY CLUBS DO GOOD IN 

THE WORLD



What is The Rotary Foundation?

The Rotary Foundation is organized 
as a public charity operated 
exclusively for charitable 

purposes.

Mission:
To enable Rotarians to advance 

world understanding, goodwill, and 
peace through the improvement of 

health, the support of education, and 
the alleviation of poverty



Abbreviated History: The Rotary Foundation

1917:  At the Atlanta Rotary Convention, RI President Arch Klumph 
proposes an endowment for doing good

1918: First contribution of $26.50 is made by the Rotary Club of 
Kansas City MO, which was the profit from the 1918 RI Convention

1930: First donation ($500) made to the International Society for 
Crippled Children / Easter Seals 



1947:  Paul Harris dies

“BOARD DIRECTORS LAST WEEK 
AGREED COMPLY IMMEDIATELY 
MANDATE 1938 (48?) ROTARY 
CONVENTION TO RAISE TWO 
MILLION DOLLARS FOR ROTARY 
FOUNDATION.  PAUL HARRIS HAD 
EXPRESSED HOPE THAT INSTEAD 
OF FUNERAL FLOWERS MONEY 
MIGHT BE SENT TO FOUNDATION 
FOR FURTHERING INTERNATIONAL 
UNDERSTANDING.”



Abbreviated History: The Rotary Foundation

1917:  At the Atlanta Rotary Convention, RI President Arch Klumph 
proposes an endowment for doing good

1918: First contribution of $26.50 is made by the Rotary Club of 
Kansas City MO, which was the profit from the 1918 RI Convention

1930: First donation ($500) made to the International Society for 
Crippled Children / Easter Seals 

1985: TRF launches $200 million campaign to raise funds for Polio 
eradication.



The Rotary Foundation Today

- Assets 6/30/23: $1,334 Million
- Target: $2,025 Million in assets and 

pledges by 2025

- 2022-23 fundraising: $366 Million 
- Includes $100M Gates Foundation Match 

for Polio
- District 6440 members and clubs: $805K in 

2023-2024 

- 7% of Rotarians worldwide give 
more than $1,000 annually, 
representing 45% of donations to 
the Foundation



The Rotary Foundation’s Expenditures

2022-23 expenditures: $344M

- $157M Polio Plus

- $  55M Global Grants

- $  26M District Grants

- $  15M Disaster Response Grants

- $  20M Other Grants

- $    5M Rotary Peace Center

- $    2M Programs of Scale

- $  22M Program Operations

- $  42M Fund Development, Admin



Polio Status



Global and District Grants by Area of Focus RY 2024
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Grants
• To follow the process and provide sufficient detail
• To manage the funds granted responsibly, and report their 

usage

Fundraising
• To name a Rotary Foundation Chair

• To establish targets for giving to the Annual Fund and 
PolioPlus

• To encourage every member to support The Foundation
• 59% of D6440 members contributed - 51% gave more than $25

What Does TRF Expect of a Club?



TRF donations can be directed to:



How can I support The Rotary Foundation?

• Through a donation through your club

• Online at https://www.rotary.org/en/donate

• Via Rotary Direct – monthly, quarterly, or annually 

• Via a personal campaign – Facebook or Raise for Rotary

• Through Planned Giving – wills, trusts, endowments

https://www.rotary.org/en/donate


How are donations recognized?

• INDIVIDUALS: 

- For each $1,000 (or equivalent) donated, you reach a 
new Paul Harris Fellow level (up to +8)

- When your donations total at least $10,000, you become 
a Major Donor

• CLUB:

- 100% Foundation Giving – 100% of members gave at 
least $25 to any fund, average > $100

- Every Rotarian, Every Year – 100% of members gave at 
least $25 to the Annual Fund, average >$100

- 100% Paul Harris Club



• Through the Paul Harris Society – a pledge of $1000 
annually

• As a Benefactor or a member of the Bequest Society
• Benefactors either make an outright gift of $1,000 or more to 

the Endowment, or provide for that amount in their estate 
plan or makes an outright gift of $1,000 or more to the 
Endowment

• Bequest Society members make commitments in their estate 
plans for $10,000 or more to the Endowment

• By joining D6440’s Polio Plus Society

How do I make a lasting commitment?



D6440 Polio Plus Society

https://rotary6440.org/page/join-the-polioplus-society

https://rotary6440.org/page/join-the-polioplus-society
https://rotary6440.org/page/join-the-polioplus-society


Blane Foundation Matches

TO BECOME A PAUL HARRIS FELLOW
▪ Donate $500 in cash
▪ The Blane Foundation will match with 500 Foundation 

Recognition Points 

POLIO CONTRIBUTION MATCHING
▪ Donate $500 or more (in a single transaction) to Polio Plus
▪ The Blane Foundation will match with $500, up to $35K of 

donations

AND YOU CAN DOUBLE DIP!



Chartered 1974

55 Active Members

All Time Giving - $310K

• All Time Giving by Active 
Members - $84K

Rotary Club of Buffalo Grove Giving Metrics

Annual

Club Giving Total Fund Polio

2023-24 $8363 $6930 $1433
2022-23 $7525 $6300 $1225
2021-22 $17106    $10956 $6150

Paul 
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“Why Should We?”
Together, we see a world where 

people unite and take action to create 
lasting change – across the globe, in 
our communities, and in ourselves. 





Q&A





THE ROTARY FOUNDATION IS 
YOUR FOUNDATION

LET’S TALK INDIVIDUALLY ABOUT HOW 
YOU CAN MAKE BOTH A CURRENT AND

LASTING IMPACT ON ROTARY



THANK 
YOU! Lyle Staab

District 6440 Governor 2020-2021

Rotary Club of Long Grove, Kildeer, and 

Hawthorn Woods

gov.lyle@rotary6440.org

mailto:gov.lyle@rotary6440.org

