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The Rotary Club of Glen Ellyn has a continuous history of raising and 
donating funds to local charities, non-profits, and our two Glen Ellyn high 
schools. Its largest fundraiser is the Annual Citrus Sale. The Club, through 
our Foundation, contributes annually with student scholarships to Glenbard 
South and Glenbard West. Additionally, scholarships for students attending 
the College of DuPage, located in Glen Ellyn, are given annually.   

 
The Club hosts interesting programs and speakers for each weekly meeting. 
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Historical Highlights of Rotary International 
The Early Years:  

1905: Paul Harris founded the first Rotary club in Chicago to foster 
professional networking and community involvement.   

1908: Rotary expanded with the second club in San Francisco, and by 
1910, 16 clubs formed the National Association of Rotary Clubs.  

1910: The first Rotary convention was held in Chicago, marking a 
significant step in unifying the growing number of clubs.  

1912: The organization became the International Association of Rotary 
Clubs.  

1919: Rotary extended its reach to South America, Asia, and Oceania, with 
clubs chartered in Montevideo, Manila, and Melbourne, respectively.  
 

International Growth and Focus on Peace (1921-1945): 

1921: Rotary reached six continents, leading to the adoption of the name 
Rotary International in 1922.  

1921: Rotary prioritized peace, adding the advancement of international 
goodwill to its constitution.  

1945: Rotary was present at the founding of the United Nations, 
solidifying its commitment to global cooperation.  
 

Focus on Service and Eradication Efforts (1957-Present): 

1957: Rotary launched its first polio immunization campaign.  

1985: The PolioPlus program was established, marking a major global effort 
to eradicate polio.  

1988: Rotary joined the United Nations' Global Polio Eradication Initiative.  

2000s: Rotary continued its focus on polio eradication, reaching milestones 
like the end of polio in India and ongoing efforts in remaining endemic 
countries.  

2020s: Rotary adapted to the COVID-19 pandemic and continues to focus 
on areas like climate action and environmental sustainability.  
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The Club meets every Thursday at Barone’s Restaurant at 475 
Pennsylvania Avenue in downtown Glen Ellyn from 12:00 pm-1:20 pm 
(or ends sooner depending on the program).  
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