


Volunteering at Sydney Story Factory
RCSC Community Service Project 
This is a fun activity if you like interacting with kids and teenagers in a relaxed but structured workshop situation. Sydney Story Factory  runs literacy workshops for schoolchildren  7-14 years , with the emphasis on migrant, indigenous and under- privileged kids.
The workshops are generally two hours long and may be held at SSF premises at Redfern , or Parramatta , or else  in a school classroom. The workshops are led by an experienced facilitator and volunteers sit with 2-3 children each to work on the project for the day. The aim is generally for the children to write a story on a particular subject, and to illustrate it, having discussed   their ideas and inspirations with the volunteer. Once their story is written it will then be bound into a folder to be taken  home to show parents and teachers. Longer term writing projects are typed and bound into permanent books, and some of the high school programs include newspaper publication and playwriting.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Tom Gervay recently volunteered at Sydney Story Factory’s Martian Embassy at Redfern and found himself working with two 11 year old boys who were both refugees, one from Syria and one from Malaysia. Their stories were filled with adventure and they were enthusiastic about the morning  as it was outside their normal activities and they had fun. 
If you are interested in this program check out the website on  www.sydneystoryfactory.org.au  
You will be asked to attend an orientation interview and training session, which is stimulating and informative. Once you are accepted as a volunteer, you will receive a weekly email of the volunteering  program and you can then decide which projects you are available for.
If you would like to know more contact Meg or Tom Gervay on  gervay@bigpond.com
