 Rotary Fellowships and the International Convention
Fellowships are groups of Rotarians, spouses, and Rotaractors with similar recreation or vocational interests. The RI Board officially recognizes them but Fellowships operate independently with their own rules, dues and administrative structure. They offer opportunities to make lasting friendships outside of one’s own club, district and country.

They have a prominent role at Rotary’s International Conventions. 

· The House of Friendship is where convention attendee first go to feel welcome, meet friends and see displays of the many Rotary International Fellowships and Action Groups.

· Fellowships often designate a convention hotel for members to stay together.  

· Fellowships plan meals and social events all during the convention.

· Fellowships often plan activities for their members before and following the convention.
RI now recognizes 73 Fellowships with interests as varied as yachting, flying, home exchanges, cycling and wine appreciation. They have members from at least three countries and find creative opportunities for service, fun, and advancing world understanding. They serve to promote fellowship and enhance a Rotarian’s experience beyond relationships with those in one’s own club. 

I joined my first Fellowship when I sought a way to enrich my experience while attending an RI Convention in Australia. I wanted a way to extend my visit in the host country and link up with other Rotarians with my vocational or recreational interests that wished to do so as well. My investigation led to my wife and my joining the International Fellowship of Flying Rotarians and taking part in their ten-day flying adventure all around Queensland. What a marvelous indulgence in the hospitality and friendship of Rotarians! After the Atlanta RI Convention the Flying Rotarians have planned a ten day fly-away to significant destinations throughout the southeast. So too have many of the other fellowships.
June is designated Rotary Fellowship month. Seize on this time to become acquainted with Rotary Fellowships, make Rotary friends who share your vocation, avocation, recreation or social passion, or plan a club meeting about Fellowships.  
For a listing of all the Fellowships and contact information for joining, go to www.rotary.org/fellowships. For a program on Rotary Fellowships to your club, contact the District Fellowship Chair, Thomas Johnston (tomjohnston@verizon.net).

