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This Week’s Program: John R. Pugh, 
University of Alaska Southeast Chancellor

UPCOMING

GREETERS

John Pugh was appointed 
Chancellor of the University 
of Alaska Southeast on 
August 2, 1999 by then 
University of Alaska 
President Mark Hamilton. 
Chancellor Pugh is a 
former Dean of the School 
of Education, Liberal Arts 
and Sciences at UAS, and 
had been Dean of Faculty 
for three years at the time 

of his appointment as Chancellor. Additionally, he taught courses in the areas 
of sociology, psychology, criminology, corrections, and counseling for both the 
Anchorage Community College and here at the University of Alaska Southeast. 

Chancellor Pugh’s educational background is in philosophy and social work. He 
holds a Master’s Degree in Social Work from the University of Texas at Austin. 
He graduated from Baylor University with a Bachelor’s Degree in Philosophy. 

John Pugh came to the university in 1987 after a 15-year career with the State 
of Alaska, Department of Health and Social Services, serving as Commissioner 
of that department from 1983 to 1986. Chancellor Pugh is a former chair of the 
Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory, and for eleven years was a trustee of 
the Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority. 

Since 2009, Chancellor Pugh continues to serve on the Board of Commissioners 
of the Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities (NWCCU), the 
regional accrediting organization for 163 institutions in the U.S. Northwest. 
He has also been the State of Alaska Representative on the board of AASCU 
(American Association of Colleges and Universities) since 2006. In 2011, he was 
appointed to the Alaska Airlines Southeast Community Advisory Board.

John Pugh strongly believes in service to his community. He is the immediate 
past-president of the Gastineau Rotary Club. He also serves as vice-chair of the 
Board of Directors of the Juneau Economic Development Council. Chancellor 
Pugh is married to Margaret Pugh. Their children and granddaughters are all 
lifelong Alaskans.
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Thanks to AK Litho/CopyWorks, for printing The Windjammer!

THE ROTARIAN CONVERSATION: 
JEFF BRIDGES & BILLY SHORE

Evan Drachman, cellist and Victor Asuncio`n, piano play for Juneau Rotary on May 5, 
2015 - Juneau Jazz & Classics.

Continued thanks to J Allan for photos!

Thirty years ago, Billy Shore sat in bumper-to-bumper traffic in Washington, D.C., 
honking his horn. Shore, a young political operative, was in a hurry to save, or at least 
improve, the world. He hoped to help his boss, the idealistic Colorado senator Gary 
Hart, become the next president. His mission would fizzle when the press caught Hart 
monkeying around extramaritally, 
but that traffic jam helped improve 
the world anyway. 

While stuck on the road, Shore 
glanced at that day’s Washington 
Post. A front-page story told of a 
famine in Africa and how it had 
inspired Band Aid, a supergroup of 
pop stars, to record “Do They Know 
It’s Christmas?” Eventually, that 
song would raise $24 million for famine relief and the stars would move on, taking the 
world’s spotlight with them. By the time Shore finished the article, however, he would 
be dedicated to blowing the horn on hunger.

Read the rest online at http://therotarianmagazine.com/the-rotarian-
conversation-jeff-bridges-billy-shore/
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