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· Last week   Malibu Rotary Club Assembly and Year in Review
· Next regular Malibu Rotary Club meeting  January 3 2018 Room LC 152 (or Board Room 110) on the Pepperdine Drescher Upper Graduate campus Speaker is George Poulakos of the Ventura Rotary Club, who has survived the Thomas Fire and will talk about  the possibility of having the Malibu Rotary be one of the partners in a Global grant project that the Rotary District in Ventura is having with partners in Zambia.   Fellowship will begin at 7:30 a.m. with meeting starting at 8:00 a.m.  

· December 13 Malibu Rotary Club Holiday Party at Tra di Noi Restaurant at 6:00 p.m. (there will be no Malibu Rotary Club morning meeting on that day nor the rest of the year)
· Check Calendar on Malibu Rotary website www.maliburotary.org
· Rotary International Website: www.Rotary.org
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The December 6 2017 meeting for the Malibu Rotary club was a club assembly led by Malibu Rotary club President Elect Carlye Rudkin.  Most of the meeting had to do with the club budgets past and present.  

Although most the meeting was “off the record” it cannot be reported here.  There were some suggestions about how the club gives some of its scholarship money to recipients that could lead to something new for 2018.
.  Many of the recipients of the Malibu Rotary Club charity budget are unable to attend our normal morning club meetings. Out meetings occur the same time school is in session and attending the Rotary Club meeting would means students have to miss class.  Previously the Malibu Rotary Club gave scholarships to graduating seniors at Malibu High School, which was given at an awards night at the school, and the Malibu Rotary Club was not part of it. We are considering having a s special dinner meeting at which these scholarships and other money that the Rotary Club is giving out, such as to the Malibu Surf Team, and possibly a new program of the Boys and Girls Club, “Wellness Center” which helps kids in K-12 with psychological problems.

Carlye had talked to Casey at the Malibu Boys and Girls Club she talked about the fact that many students who avail themselves of the Boys and Girls Club programs are from families who do not live in Malibu—their parents are employed in Malibu and drop the kids off at the Boys and Girls Club which is on the Malibu High School campus.  Scholarships are needed by these families.  Casey has invited the Malibu Rotary Club to tour the B&G club facility and see the programs they have. 
Malibu Rotary Club Charitable Trust
Years ago the Malibu Rotary Club had formed a Charitable Trust.  The original papers forming that trust have somehow disappeared.  Allan Mannheim has been assigned the task of filing papers to form a new trust and has been working with the Pepperdine University’s Community Justice Clinic to set up this new non-profit corporation.  Thank you to Allan and the people at the Pepperdine Law school to make sure all the papers were done correctly. 
Other News and Guests at Last Malibu Rotary Club Meeting

There were several announcements made of coming events in January. The next Rotary District Breakfast will be January 9 7:00 a.m. at the Crowne Plaza LAX 5985 Century Blvd in Los Angeles.  Rotary District 5280 and the Carnegie Observatories present "The Astronomy Century in California" at the District Breakfast. The keynote speaker is John Mulchaey, Director of the Carnegie Observatories.

Rotarians will also have the chance to enter a raffle for "An Evening at Mt. Wilson" for a very special tour (and to visit the room where Einstein, Carnegie and Hubbel met.) This is a once in a lifetime opportunity! Bring a business card and $20 to enter the raffle! 

Sign up by January 3 and save! The cost is $38/person by Jan. 3 and $43/person after Jan. 3.

 One of the Malibu Rotary Club’s biggest events of the year is the Annual Malibu Rotary Club Malibu Middle and High School Singing. Chair of this year’s event Teresa LeGrove announced that the 2018 singing competition is set for the evening January 24 the Pepperdine Raitt Recital Hall on the main campus .  Ted Silverberg has agreed to again serve as emcee. Teresa has been sending e-mails with ideas she has about this year’s event
Joy Arcenas is new Malibu Rotary Club Treasurer

Malibu Rotary Club President Elect Carlye Rudkin announced that Joy Arcenas has agreed to be the Malibu Rotary Club Treasurer as of Dec 6.  Joy has been serving as assistant treasurer and brings with her years of accounting experience.   
Guests
There were 2 familiar guests at the December 6 meeting of the Malibu Rotary Club— Pete Allman and the winter Malibu resident from the Holland Michigan Rotary Club Past District Governor Tom Bos.  
 Malibu Rotary Club Year in Review
Although the Rotary year goes from July 1 to June 30 every year the Malibu Surfside News has asked service club organizations to write about the activities of the organizations for the 2017 Calendar year.  This has been the 2017 calendar year of the Malibu Rotary Club:
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The Malibu Rotary club started 2017 by again sponsoring its annual Malibu Rotary Club Middle and High School Singing Competition at Raitt Recital Hall at Pepperdine University.  24 Students from Krysta Sorensen's vocal classes at Malibu Middle School and High School
 competed for prize money, with scholarship awards given to the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners in the middle school and high school division.  Celebrity judges voted on the winners.  The Malibu Rotary Club has been sponsoring this event for 20 years.  As this year ends Malibu Rotary Club youth chair Teresa Le Grove was busy planning the 2018 Malibu Rotary Club Malibu Middle and High School Competition which will be held January 24 at Raitt Recital Hall. Also in January Malibu Rotary Club Past President Margo Neal represented the Malibu Rotary Club as she
joined other members of Rotary District 5280 in a humanitarian trip to Mexico, where she participated in various service projects.[image: image4.jpg]



 Each year Malibu Rotary Club  sponsors 2 students to attend RYLA (Rotary Youth Leadership Assembly) Camp at the Alpine Conference Center in Blue Jay, CA in the Big Bear Lake area of San Bernadino Mountains. The 2 students the Malibu Rotary Club sponsored this year were Adam Mohiuddin a junior at Calabasas High School and Morgan Perlmutter, who is in 10th grade at Malibu High School, Inspired by the leadership skills she learned at the camp Morgan helped start an Interact Club a Malibu High School.  Interact is a high school age organization sponsored by Rotary.   The RYLA camp was held April 21-April 23.and the Malibu Rotary Club is sponsoring 2 more students in 2018. College age student organization sponsored by Rotary is called Rotaract.  This year the Malibu Rotary Club sponsored the Reorganization of the Pepperdine Rotaract Club.  
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The Malibu Rotary Club was able to get a grant from the local Rotary District to present a $3300.00 vocational scholarship to Anthony Marron, an ENT who used the award to enroll in El Camino College Fire Academy. The award was presented to Anthony at a special ceremony on May 17 with the El Camino College Dean and the Academy Fire Chief looking on.  
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On October 27 the Malibu Rotary Club held its most successful fundraiser of the year--a Halloween Party at the Calamigos Beach Club Restaurant.  Plans are under way to have another Malibu Rotary Club Halloween Party Fundraiser in 2018. 

 Malibu Rotary Club Presdent Bianca Torrence needed take a leave of absence at the end of the year when the news that her son, David Torrence, had died suddenly.  David was a world class mid distance runner who had represented the University of California, and the US in world games and represented Bianca's native country, Peru, at the 2016 Olympic games in Peru.  Memorials for David were given both in the US and Peru, where David was a hero.  Malibu Rotary Club President Elect Carlye Rudkin has led the club in Bianca's absence.  

CALENDAR (see up to date calendar on maliburotary.org)
 December 13 Malibu Rotary Club Holiday Party at Tra di Noi Restaurant at 6:00 p.m. (there will be no Malibu Rotary Club morning meeting on that day nor any other day for the rest of the year).
December 20 and 27 2017 there will be no Malibu Rotary Club meeting

January 3 2018       George Poulakos of the Rotary Club of Ventura  shows how the Malibu Rotary can be one of the partners in a Global grant project that the Rotary District in Ventura is having with partners in Zambia 
January 9 2017 Rotary District Breakfast 7:00 a.m. Crowne Plaza LAX
5985 Century Blvd.
January 24 2017   Malibu Rotary Club Malibu Middle and High School Singing Competition   7:00 p.m.at Rait Recital Hall (no noon meeting)
Februay 7 2017 Dennis Torres and the “The Amazon of Ray Goldberg Rivera”
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Before Dennis Torres was the head of real estate operations a Pepperdine University, and before he became Mediator; Arbitrator; Litigation Consultant; Real Estate Professional; Businessman; Adjunct Professor of Negotiation and Dispute Resolution, Pepperdine University. Before he started Angel Flight, in which private pilots fly sick people to get needed medical help, and before he became President of the Malibu Rotary Club, at a time when it had more members that it had any time before or after his tenure, Dennis lived an adventure that few could imagine.  He talked about that adventure as a guest speaker at  two successive Malibu Rotary Club meetings.  After hearing Dennis tells his story, Rotarian John Elman told Dennis, "This is an amazing story--you've got to write a book about it." Years went by, with John always asking Dennis about the book, which Dennis was still thinking about writing. Finally in November 2017, Dennis announced the book, in the form of novel called The Amazon of Ray Goldberg Rivera​ has been published.

This thrilling novel is based on a true story. After coming home from the war in Vietnam, Ray Goldberg Rivera needs a job, but the only ones he finds are in sales and require him to put on a suit and tie—two things he just can’t bring himself to do. He then chances upon an ad reading, “Want to Explore the Amazon,” and he soon finds himself driving his beloved 1962 Volkswagen beetle from his parents’ home in Pasadena, California, to the country of Panama along with two strangers: a sexy bible-thumping southern belle and a California surfer who has never been away from home.

As the three strangers wind their way through Mexico, Central and South America, their secret motivations are revealed while experiencing amazing adventures, meeting unforgettable characters, experimenting with drugs, engaging in wild sex, and surviving near death encounters. In the end they each discover meaning in their lives.

This entertaining novel based on author Dennis Torres’s experiences will captivate armchair travelers and history buffs as well as readers who enjoy a good adventure yarn.

Dennis will be talking about it at the February 7 2018 Malibu Rotary Club meeting 8:00 a.m. in Room LC 152 at the Pepperdine Graziadillo Graduate campus in Malibu .


