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Since 2005, more than $12 million dollars have been invested in many large 
Rotary projects through a collaborative relationship with World Vision, one 
of the world’s largest NGOs. Together, we are are transforming communities 
around the world. 

The Rotary Foundation (TRF) and World Vision have both approved a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to help clubs and districts understand 
and facilitate larger “global grants.” This MOU shows how to make these larger 
projects and opportunities possible. More projects are currently underway with 
Rotary’s new grant model.



WHY DO ROTARY CLUBS LOOK TO WORLD VISION?

Founded in 1950, World Vision has grown to become a global leader in 
humanitarian aid and emergency relief worldwide. Our effectiveness has earned 
the trust and support of more than 1 million donors, thousands of churches, and 
hundreds of corporations, institutions, and government agencies around the globe. 
World Vision serves all people, regardless of religion, race, ethnicity, or gender. 
Some of our greatest strengths as an organization are our scale, experience and 
expertise, holistic approach, and sustainable model. World Vision and Rotary 
share common “Areas of Focus,” including water, health, food security, education, 
economic development and more.

EXPERIENCE AND EXPERTISE  
Since 1950, World Vision has grown 
to become a leader in development 
and humanitarian work worldwide. 

SCALE  World Vision has 46,000 
skilled staff worldwide, serving tens 
of millions of people in nearly 100 
countries. Established networks, 
effective partnerships, and a strong 
infrastructure give us the ability to 
produce results in highly complex 
environments.

MATCHING FUNDS  World Vision 
will often match Rotary funding in 
areas where both organizations 
desire to do projects, and can help 
seek additional government and 
foundation support. 

HOLISTIC APPROACH AND 
SUSTAINABILITY  World Vision 
uses an integrated community 
development approach that is the 
foundation of its programming, and 
engages in long-term development 
work. The key development areas 
of need in which we work include: 
water, sanitation, and hygiene; health; 
food security and nutrition; economic 
development; and child protection 
and education. Often, World Vision 
is already in communities where 
Rotary clubs desire to work, and 
collaboration just makes sense. 
World Vision staff members 
remain many years after the Rotary 
project is completed, thus ensuring 
sustainability and addressing the 
other Rotary “Areas of Focus.”
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WHY WORLD VISION

“This partnership, the largest project I have been 
involved with in my fifteen years of Rotary grant writing, 
has been the easiest to administer and complete. 
Working with World Vision and Gulu Rotary has been 
a pure joy. Fifteen district 5950 Rotarian representatives 
traveled on six separate trips to Northern Uganda 
over the past three years…and each of us has been 
overwhelmed by the thousands of lives changed by  
this project.”

—Tim Murphy, Rotary District 5950 representative 
and DGN, International Project Chair, $1 million 
Northern Uganda Rotary WASH project completed in 
2012 with matching funding from World Vision U.S.



 

WATER, SANITATION, AND HYGIENE  
Providing access to clean water, 
basic sanitation facilities, and hygiene 
education is the most effective form of 
humanitarian intervention for improving 
lives in developing countries. In 2013, 

World Vision (including some Rotary‑collaborated 
projects) helped more than 845,000 children and  
adults gain access to clean water through $85 million 
in project funding. Eight in ten wells installed by 
World Vision are still operational long after they 
are built—up to 20 years later—significantly higher 
than the industry standard. This ensures that entire 
communities experience the benefit of clean water 
over the long term. World Vision-Rotary collaborated 
WASH projects include Community Led Total Sanitation 
(CLTS), which mobilizes communities to eliminate open 
defecation and construct latrines.

EDUCATION  World Vision addresses 
barriers to education and works with 
communities and local governments 
to improve the quality of education 
children receive. At any given time, 
World Vision is involved in hundreds 

of thousands of schools through building, renovating, 
repairing, or equipping. We make education possible   
for impoverished children and vocational training for 
teens and young adults.  

FOOD AND AGRICULTURE  
World Vision trains farmers in 
agricultural techniques, irrigation systems, 
introduction of new and heartier crops, 
and teaches animal husbandry.  
Find out how we can develop significant 

agriculture projects together in parts of the world where 
the need is greatest. 

 

MICROFINANCE  World Vision 
is a leader in microfinance, and 
when combined with our other 
economic development activities—
including access to markets and 
financial services—collaboration 

with World Vision on microfinance projects is a wise 
investment. As one of the largest microfinance lenders, 
World Vision microfinance institutions in 36 countries 
served more than 930,000 active borrowers with  
an outstanding loan portfolio of $519M in fiscal 2013.  
On average, 98% of our microloans are repaid, at which 
point the capital is recycled in the community so that 
more people are able to access loans. Industry experts 
including Forbes and the Microfinance Information 
Exchange have recognized World Vision’s microfinance 
institutions (MFIs) for their performance. 

HIV AND AIDS  World Vision equips 
and supports local caregivers who 
make home visits to support families 
affected by HIV and AIDS. We reach 
out to children orphaned or made 
vulnerable by AIDS, helping them to 

stay in school and ensuring they receive food and shelter. 
We promote life-saving HIV and AIDS education through 
school curriculums, youth clubs, and community events. 

MORE  Working in nearly 100 
countries with 46,000 skilled staff, 
World Vision has feet-on-the-ground 
capability to work alongside local 
Rotary clubs in most any area of 
interest, including women and girls, 

hunger, malaria, polio, and more. Your Rotary club may 
have a particular “Area of Interest” that is not reflected 
here, but we may be doing work in that regard. Contact 
us for more information.

“We have been doing WASH [Water, Sanitation and Hygiene] for many years, but we just cannot 
complete the last 25 percent or so of the needed work to make them truly sustainable without an 
NGO such as World Vision collaborating and coordinating the work with us.”

—Joanne Croghan, Bainbridge Rotary Club

SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES WITH WORLD VISION: 
OUR COMMON “AREAS OF FOCUS”



World Vision is grateful to 
collaborate with Rotary across 
the globe. Together, we have 
impacted the lives of hundreds 
of thousands of children and 
families in need. 

ROTARY AND WORLD VISION:  COLLABORATIVE PROJECT 
FUNDING ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

ANGOLA  $1M AGRICULTURE, WATER, MICROFINANCE PROJECTS
Rotary Clubs, DDF* and TRF**	 $250,000
World Vision match		  $250,000
Angola Government match	 $500,000

ETHIOPIA  $900,000 WATER PROJECT 
Rotary Clubs, DDF and TRF	 $328,000
World Vision match		  $572,000

HAITI  $2M WATER PROJECTS 
Rotary Clubs, DDF and TRF 	 $750,000 (three grant applications)
World Vision match		  $1,250,000

HONDURAS  $800,000 and $530,000 WATER PROJECTS* 
Rotary Clubs, DDF and TRF 	 $400,000
World Vision match		  $400,000
*Started August 2014

KENYA  $3.4M WATER PROJECT  
Rotary Clubs 			   $750,000
Coca-Cola 			   $100,000 (brought in by Rotary)
UPS 				    $100,000 (brought in by Rotary)
USAID				    $700,000 (brought in by Rotary)
World Vision match		  $1,750,000

375,000 people gained access to clean water; interfaith project involvement  
(6 religions represented); additional smaller donations obtained.

UGANDA  $1M WATER PROJECT 
Rotary Clubs, DDF and TRF	 $350,000
World Vision match		  $650,000

UGANDA  WASH GLOBAL GRANT WITH WASRAG GUIDANCE $1,140,000
Rotary Club Bainbridge,  
5020 DDF, TRF      		  $570,000
World Vision donor match            $570,000
Project started February 2014 

ZAMBIA  MALARIA PROJECT, 146,100 BED NETS DISTRIBUTED
Rotary Clubs from district 5030	 $208,000
World Vision matc	h		  $558,000

* District Designated Funds    ** The Rotary Foundation

World Vision is a Christian humanitarian organization dedicated to working with children, families, and their 
communities worldwide to reach their full potential by tackling the causes of poverty and injustice. World Vision 
serves all people, regardless of religion, race, ethnicity, or gender.

As a signatory to the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Code of Conduct, 
World Vision does not proselytize. We are a Christian organization, motivated by our 
faith to serve the poor, but we do not discriminate on the basis of religion in giving 
aid; we serve every child in need that we possibly can, of any faith or none. Our 
work is carried out in many countries where the majority of people follow another 
religion. We have programs in these countries with the approval of local, regional, and 
national governments. In all cases, we respect the local culture and abide by local laws.
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World Vision and Rotary have  
collaborated on additional projects,  

including disaster relief, emergency aid, 
microfinance, water, and solar pump 

technology in Ethiopia, Ghana,  
Haiti, Japan, and Nicaragua. 

Future activities are planned in  
Ethiopia, India, Niger, Uganda,  
Zambia, and other locations.

  
To discuss how your club can  

get involved, contact your  
World Vision Rotary Liaison. 


