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1986



Fish Fry started 1965 to raise 
money for student scholarships

The first Fish Fry was held in Clevanger Hall, a dance hall 

located across the street from JJ’s Market which is now 

Mason’s Grill.

Our next site was the Arroyo Grande Fire Station.

Our next site was room 100 at the High School. It was not a 

convenient site and was only used one year.

The decision was made to make the affair mobile.  About 1980 

a trailer was donated by Bill Lackey and was fitted with the 

necessary cabinets and deep fry cookers. There were upgrades 

of the trailer in 2013 and 2018.

Members took the boat “Leaky Tiki” out to catch fish for the 

Fish Fry. 

High School Rotary Interact members help with the event,



Fish Fry Pictures
1980

2001



Rotary Relays started 
1969 

• 7 & 8th Grade Youth

• Club members do the recordkeeping

• Awards are presented including the 
Kaz Ideda Sportsmanship Award

• Some years there was a foot race 
challenge with the Pismo Rotary 
club.  



Relay Pictures 

2002 Relay Challenge winners



Poker Tournament 1995-2000 and 2011

 



Yearly 1998-2019 McGruff Schoolbooks 
Personalized for each 3rd Grader 

in the school district



Since 2005 we have made a yearly 
$3000 donation to the 

Clark Center Arts & Education Program
Total of $45,000

Each year about 6,000 students enjoy a 
professional, educational and entertaining 
performance at the Clark Center. For many 
of the children it is their first experience in 

a professional performing arts center. 



About 6,000 students
a year enjoy 

performances



Sister Rotary Club Hermosillo Mellenio, Mexico

Visit there in Jan. 2001

Hermosillo Club meeting

Hermosillo Club members



Hermosillo Projects 2001-2005
1. Metal roof for old folks home

2. Matching Grant for girls vocational training center
3. Providing mammogram machine for low cost clinic

4. Matching grant to import and distribute 280 wheelchairs   

Metal roof that was donated by the manufacturer and transported by truck to Nogales, AZ to be imported to Hermosillo 



Hermosillo, Mexico Imported 280 Wheelchairs



Hermosillo Sister Club pictures

Hermosillo Club Visit to Arroyo Grande Sept. 2002

Mammography machine donated to Hermosillo Hospital April 2003 Melinda Hansen & Chris Garey being interviewed on Mexican TV



Centennial Project - Rotary Bandstand 

Ground breaking 2005



Raised $120,000 for construction





Dedicated Feb. 2006



Yearly Holiday Song-a-long started 

Dec. 2009 at the Clark Center





Chili Festival 2009-2013



Yearly Wine Raffle

100 Bottles of Wine Started 2013



2016 we became a 
Peacemaker club

A Peacebuilder Club is a Rotary club that is 
dedicated to diminishing the root causes of 
conflict: the need for food, water, shelter, 
health care, literacy, jobs, and human 
rights. 



2015-2017 Motorcycle Raffle



2018-2019 Car Raffle



Yearly since 2005 Backpacks and 
school supplies distribution 



Thanksgiving Food Drive 
Yearly Since 1995



Monthly Homeless lunch since 2016



Fundraiser started in 2019
Selling Beer and Wine during the 

Summer Concert Series 
at the Rotary Bandstand



National Polio Immunization Day 
(NID) Trips to India

Steve Cool 2004
Doug Drube & Steve Cool 2016









Sponsored the remodeling of a 
Cabin at Camp Arroyo Grande

(formally the Methodist Campground) 



Yearly Scholarships since 1965 

• Student scholarships started in 1965 with 

money raised from the Fish Fry.

• 1999 raised to $10,000 each year to a 

Arroyo Grande High School student. 

Total of $245,000

• $2000 a year to Lopez High School 

students. Total of $35,000

• Rotary Youth Leadership Assemblies 

(RYLA) 



For 80 years we have fulfilled our 
vision and mission statements 
supporting our members, the 

community and the world.
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