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SOCIETY"

SIMI VALLEY UNIT

September 11, 2001

Ms. Michelle Foster

Rotary Club of Simi Sunrise
P.O. Box 11

Simi Valley, CA 93062

Dear Ms. Foster.

On behalfof the Board of Directors, volunteers, and staff of the Amenican Cancer
Society, we would like to thank you and Rotary Club of Simi Sunrise for your recent
spansorship of $1,000 for our upcoming Relay For Life event in Simi Valley.

The American Cancer Soviety appreciates your supportin funding research to identify the
causes and cures for cancer, for implementing educational programs within the
community, and for providing services and assistance to those individuals who are
currently coping with cancer. Although great strides have been made in the battle against
cancer, we still have much work 1o do, and we cherish your dedication, support, and

commitment.

Again, many thanks for your donation.

Community Services Direotor

1445 E. Los Angeles Avenue, Suite 207, Simi Valloy, Ca. 93065
(805) 527-5360 «FAX (805) 527-3357

1-800-ACS-2345 « WWW.cancer.org

Simi Valley

Relay For Life

September 29 & 30, 2001
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Rotary names its businessman of the year
By Karen Hibdon High is well-known for the col- ~ “The club members feel he is
Staff wniter orfu.l logus and slgns he has creat- an honorable businessman aqd
When it comes to choosing the with local hap- does apply all of the above in his
Business Person of the Year, mem- . He has created all of the business dealings,” he said.

bers of the Rotary Club of Simi
Sunrise look not only for the suc-
cessful businessman or woman,
but also for someone with a com-
munity-minded spirit who lives
what Rotary stands for.

The spirit of this year’s 2001-
2002 recipient is visible through-
out Simi Valley. Dave High, owner
of Dave High Ink, a Simi based T-
shirt design company, received the
recognition at Thursday’s break-
fast meeting of the club. He was

logos the Simi Sunrise Memor-
ial Weekend Cajun Creole Music
Festivals and for years has de-
signed the logos for Simi Valley
Days. He has also designed the
logos for local schools — all at no

The recipient of the B

High is a two-time winner of
the Lew Roth Business Person of
the Year Award. He donates time
to the Salvation Army, the Samari-
tan Center, the Rancho Simi
Recreation and Park District and
the Simi Valley Historical Society.
He is a longtime member of the

Person of the Year award must be a
non-Rotarian but is someone who
meorpomes truth, fairness, build-
ing good will and better friend-
ships into the business and whose

Elks Lodge.

He has owned Dave High Ink
for 11 years and is a former anima-
tor for Disney and Hanna Barbera.

— Karen Hibdon's e-mail address is

presented with a plaque by club work is beneficial for all con-
President Bob Mitchell. cerned, Mitchell said. hibdon @insidevc.com.
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Richman tabs
Simi Valley
woman for
district honor

From staff reports

Elaine Freeman of Simi Valley has been
named 38th Assembly District Woman of
the Year for 2002 by Assemblyman Keith
Richman, R-Northridge.

Freeman will be honored on the floor of
the California Assembly during ceremonies
Monday in Sacramento. :

“There are so many outstanding women
in my district that could be honored,” Rich-
man said in a written statement Tuesday,
“but Elaine stands out as such a community
leader, always giving of her time and talents
to make her community a better place.”

Freeman is the owner of Urban Strate-
gies, a land-use and government policy con-
sulting firm that has been in business since
1989,

Her business was recently selected as
the Business of the Year by The Chamber
— Simi Valley.

“She has always been very active in her
community. Whether she is tackling busi-
ness issues locally or regionally, or helping
a community organization, Elaine is a prime
example of what a Woman of the Year
should be,” Richman said.

Monday, Freeman will join dozens of
other women from around the state on the
floor of the Assembly. She will receive a
commendation certificate and will have her
biography included in a commemorative
book about the occasion.

A resident of Simi Valley since 1965, the
64-year-old has held executive positions
with Murdock Development, Griffin Homes
and is on the Legislative Committee of the
the Building Industry Association of Ventu-
ra County. She is co-chairwoman of the
Land Use Committee for the Calleguas
Creek Watershed M: Cos
and also serves on the steering committee
of the Regional Civic Alliance of Ventura
County.

Her company is currently involved in
projects such as The Canyons at Alamos
Canyon, the Selleck Project at Tapo Canyon
Road and Alamo Street and the expansion of
Simi Valley Hospital.

Freeman serves on the Strathearn Com-
munity Foundation board of directors, is on
the board of the Rotary Club of Simi Sun-
rise, is a Simi Valley Police Foundation
board member, serves on the chamber's
Business Development Committee andisa *

past president of the Simi Chamber.
As impressive as her extensive business
invol is Freeman'’s ¢ ity ser-

vice, Richman said. She gives of her time,
talents and treasure to help make her com-
munity a better place through support of
such organizations as the Boys & Girls
Club, YMCA, Simi Valley Historical Society,
the Rancho Simi Recreation and Park Dis-
trict, Red Cross, American Cancer Society
and Casa Pacifica.

Freeman and her husband, Jack, have
been married for 25 years.
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It was nice to be recognized for donating time back to the community, for making it a better place to live.”

GIVING BACK:
Dave
McCormick,
owner of
Dave's Towing
Service in Simi
Valley, holds
the personal
trophy he was
given Friday by
Simi Valley
Police Chief
Randy Adams
for his many
years of service
to the
department.
His name also
will be
engraved on a
4-foot-high 2.y rolic
perpetual {

— Dave McCormick, owner of Dave’s Towing Service
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trophy kept at  JSE id P

the police
department.

Cormick

92

Staff photo by Dana R. Bowler

Dave McCormick has been helping law enforcement most of his life

Police group honors local tow-truck driver

By Karen Hibdon
Staff writer

The owner of a local towing company, who has
workedfor almost three decades as a civilian to help po-
lice make Simi Valley one of the safest cities in the na-
tion, is the recipient of the Simi Valley Police Founda-
tion’s 2002 Founder’s Award.

Dave McCormick was honored Friday night with the
award, a personal trophy topped by a magnificent eagle.
The perpetual trophy, which will include his name,
stands about 4 feet high and is in the lobby of the Simi
Valley Police Station.

The award was presented by Simi Valley Police
Chief Randy Adams during the fourth annual Simi Val-
ley Police Foundation banquet at the Ronald Reagan
Presidential Library. About 200 people attended the
fund-raiser for the foundation.

McCormick, 55, said the award surprised him and
was for something he enjoys doing.

“It was nice to be recognized for donating time back
to the community, for making it a better place to live,”

he said.

McCormick moved to Simi Valley 27 years ago from
the Goleta area, where he had served five years as a re-
serve officer with the Santa Barbara County Sheriff's
Department. He said his first love is being a tow-truck
operator, a career he's enjoyed for almost 40 years. He
owns Dave's Towing Service.

He said tow-truck operators and police officers
“work hand in hand, handling all the upsets on the road.
It's a natural thing for me to build up a good rapport
with law enforcement.”

McCormick has done more than just nurture a good
rapport. A year after moving to Simi, he began working
with the Simi Police Explorer program as a civilian ad-
viser, helping with fund-raising and with coordinating a
former program called the Youth Safety Run, which pro-
moted safe-driving skills. Now he helps to promote the
partnership between the post and local business.

He was also one of the founding members of the
Simi Valley Friends of the K-9 program, which raised
money for the city’s canine program, and he is a char-

ter member of the Simi Valley Police Foundation, which
serves as a nonprofit conduit through which business
and individuals may donate funds to the police depart-
ment. Simi Valley Friends merged with the foundation
and McCormick serves as the organization's vice pres-
ident.

He is a former city planning commissioner, past
president of the Simi Valley Chamber of Commerce, a
member of the Rotary Club of Simi Sunrise, former
Simi Valley Days rodeo chairman and regularly serves
as tournament director for the annual Pars 4 Paws golf
tournament.

Michelle Foster, Paula Brannian and Helen Mitchell
also were recognized at the banquet for their foundation
work.

The following entities were among those saluted for
being sponsors: Numbercrunchers, New Urban West,
The Chamber — Simi Valley, Farmers Insurance Group
and Simi Valley Pontiac/GMC/Buick.

— Karen Hibdon's e-mail address is khibdon @insideve.com.
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Acathiana
porfoms
Saturday
atternoon at
Simi Valley's
Cajun/Creole
Music Fastival

Getting There
CAJUN/CREOLE
MUSIC FESTIVAL

The 13th anninl event,

nsored by the

Yokacy Chub of Simi

Surrise, will be heid 11

am, to 3 pm. Saturdyy

and 1 am. 1o 7 pm.

3

froe for childran
e then 12
Informiation. 5204594

CAJUN FESTIVAL
From Page 26

This will be our third year at the
present site, and we've been able to

manage the parking without any real
probleas. We have the option a{'nl.\hlt
£0 U8 of using shuttles from Simi High
School if we're getting feedback that we
and the crowd is Laryer

need to do that
than expected *

Music, music, music — certainly, but

there’s lots of other stuff, 100,

“We have about 25 food booths, with

BTV L1770

Cajun will be ragin’ in Simi

By Bill Locey
Covrespondent

Once again, Simi Valley will be temporarily
trancformed {nto the westernmost parish of
the Bayou State when the 13th annual
Cajun/Creole Music Festival unfolds over this
Memarial Day weekend,

What seems to be the height of
incongruity, sort of like the best surfer in
Kansas, this actually isa nationally
recognized music event with top-oftheJine
peri set 1o cause widespread outhreak
of dancing both Saturday and Sunday all over
that 2,700-squanefoot dance floor.

In sddition to fxmily fun fn the sun with
an unbeatable soundtfack, the event is
happening for all the right reasons, The
Rotary Club of Simi Sunrise hosts the
festival, which is a fund-raiser for ¢

For  direct link 16 \his Cajun/Creols
Misle Festival Web site, 30 10 InsideVC.com
a0 find this story in the Time Out section

this is where the money comes from. We
don't have any paid eniployees — we're all
volunteers — and a number of people in the
b have been involved with this event for

many years.
“There is a roward of being able to give
hack to the ity — and most of the

service organizstions including the Boy &
Girls Clubs, the YMCA, senior centers and
scoul groups,

This year’s event chairman, Marshall
Shrago, explains: "All the proceeds go back to
the community — we give to probably 50 or
50 onganizations throughout the year — and

lots of Cajun food; the alligator-on-a-
stick booth will be there, We will have
65 other-than-food booths, which mostly
are arts and crafts, plus some of our
corporate sponsors will hase booths.
There's 3 children’s area that will have
two Moon Bounces and two dimbing
walls.

“And we, as a Rotary Club, provide 3
40Joot tent where the kids will be able
to do crafts; there will be no charge to
the parents or the kids. They can create
a Mardi Gras mask for the parade that
will be held on both days around 3
o'thock™

Rotarians live and work here in Simi Valley:
Each year this event just sort of fine-tunes
ftself.™ =

This yrar's fine tunes will come courtesy
of a lineop that will inclade <uch national acts
as Geno Delafose & French Rockin® Boogie,
Jo-El Sonnier, and Keith Frank & Soileau

Unlike Louisiana, Simi Valley has
infinitely fewer mosquitoes and swamps,
plus it’s much closer than New Orleans,
and no one cares about the ongning
tragedy that is the Sgints. Ageording to
Shrago, it going to be blues skies and
green lights this weekend.

warm up by the end of the week. You
know, the weather rules. Last year, it
was cool and misty; the year before, it
wis almost 100 degrees. About 80
degrees would be perfect for us,”

you can just picnic for the whale day"
The event logo Is a cartoon of 3 -mail Bill Locey
dancing alligator, a critter infinitely %Zcmd o net

happier than those invalved with the
alligator-on-astick food boath.

“We try to put vn an event that is
totally family-oriented. It's in a fenced-in
area and the kids can do their thing and,
hopefully, they can't get aut of the gate
<o without the parents. And for the
weather report says it's going o parents, theres a number of things they

can do besides eating and drinking, As [
said, we've sdded a band each day, so
you can be there from 11 to 8 on
Saturday and 11 {0 7 on Sunday, and

Zydeco Band, us well as local favorites,
Acadiana, Missing for only the second ime in
the event’s history is the mging redbead
herself, Lisa Haley, who had scheduling
Conflicts this year but will be then in spirit.

“Tt's our 13th year. and cach year, it yust
grows.” Shragn said. “We've added a band on
cach day, so now we have six bands scheduled
for Saturday and five bands scheduled for

day, and these are recognizable bands
within the Cajun-zydeco community. We are 3
nationally recognized Cajun festival and we
do advertising that goes throughout the

Iy,

And it's a hit, big-time. The event began in
a barn with three bands and is now the
largest Cajun festival west of the Mississippi.
The attendance has grown every year over
the first saveral years, but Litely liu- crowds
have bevn around 15,000 for the two-day
event. According to Shrago, this, mercifully,
does ol necessanly translate into some sort
of parking hell scenario,

*Pretty much the parking is under control

See CAJUN FESTIVAL on Page 27
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Simi Sunrise Rotary Presents

Mesrial Day Weekend

Situday and Senday
May 25 and 26, Y02

(Gates Openat 11 am both days
$12 presal a seeced lcations
$15 at the door
Kids under 12 are free

featuring Gajun Entertainment

52t Diego Gajun Playboys

Acdian

oy Gairier & The Hight Rackers

Keith Frank & the Sofleau Tydeco Band
Geno Delafose & French Rockin' Boogle
Jo~E{ Sonnier

The Creale Connection “the Hasked Band"

RANCHO SANTA SUSANA PARK
(STEARNS & LA AVE, St YALLEY)
{805)520-4894

13™ Annual

(AdU NV
FESTIVAL

Qajun & Tydeco Music
(3jun & Creole Food
Mardi Gras Parade
Crafts Booths
Children's Activities

dly Sponsored by:
Adelphia
ATTET Hireless
Pacific Beverage
(ajun Way
Cardservice Intl.
Countrywide
Supercuts
Business & Technology
§V Pontiac, GMC, Buick
61 Rubbish
Dave High Ink
Daily ews
$imi Valley Hospizal
Troop Realty
Los Angeles Times
$imi Valley Landfiil
The Ganyons
Wells Fargo Bank
Halmart

MAY 25 & 26, 2002
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Mike Loag of Simi Valley. holds 4.

Cajun Creole music,
By S.L. Salamone

All in a line, wearing glittering,
fearhered face masks, ehildren marched
[ & parade that snaked around the fes-
tivad grounds.

Hrous

fLed by ' colorful stilewalker and
muicians from the Cajun hand Acadi-
ana, the Chuldren's Mardi Gras Pardde
was just one part of % weekead of on-
tertainment at the 13th annual Cajun
Creole Misic Fstival in Simi Valley,

‘The ewnt, which cantinues today, is
sponsored by the Rotary Club of Simi
Suarise end is the nonprofit onganiza-
tion's biggest fund-raiser.of the year,

Standng in the middle of a gagite of
small chldren, in hat and sun glasses,
Wade Birum of Simi Valley was busy
hu)‘lgnglh' youngsters into line for the

e,

“Thi} is our third year,” said Byrum.
“We atitnded three years ago and had
50 much fun we <aid, 'We have (o 20
again.' And we've been back every yoar

J
Wednesday, May 29, 2002 M The Star

year-0ld daughiter Ashley as they dance at the 13th annual Cajui
in Simi Valley on Saturday, On the day’s menu: crab cakes and jambalaya

Simi partyers eat
alligator on a stick

food continue today

since”

Io sttendance were Byrum wife,
Michelle, and their two children, Kyle,
10, and Kaitlyn, 5,

“This year we brought our two kids
and two of the neighbor’s kids, and my
wife's mother is here. too. This is her
first time.”

Of Cajun decent, Carmen Moreno,
Byrum’s mother-indaw, who now lives
in Westlake Village, said the music re-
minded her of home.

“This is wonderful, anid the kids are
having  blast,* she aid. “I love the
music, and the food's aot bud either”

On the menu 4 several of the food
booths were crab cakes, pmbalaya and
alligator on a stick.

B[:mm‘a son Kyle tried the alligator
and fiked it

“Tt was good,” said Kyle, °T Tike just
about everything on the menu, but |
like the crawdads best.”

See CREOLE on B2

>

Russell Ardoln of Oxnard plays washboard
with the group Acadiana, one of six bands
taking the staga Saturday in Simi Valley for
the 13th annual Cajun Creole Music Festiyal.

~ COUNTY

Sea Scouts win second-highest award in competition

From staff reports qualify, but they managed to shave - ging of a tripod over 3 open drum

Sea Soout Ship Albatross com- off nearly 30 seconds on the sec of water, It mist be completed in

The Ventura Cmn!y ship's
crew  included:  Boatswain
Jonathan O'Conaor, 17, Thou-

e and in under 2 minutes
30 séconds,

Albatross is seeking new mem-
Scutthebult’ involves the rige - bers wha with to leam about boat-

ing, Membership is open to bays
14 to 20 in the Simi Yalley arca.
Information can be obtained

contacting Michad Trouillon at
373-3’/’25 or mtrowlion@earth-
linknet.

Em Ksle Cyran, 17, Westlake Vil

.

Additional  crew  members
from the Conquest of Long Beach
and Triton from Newport Beach
rounded ot the competition

i

Photas by Juan Caro / Star statt
n Creols Music. Festival

Cajun fest

Sponsors

expect 15,000 people

CREOLE from B1

Thee nottoo-hot weather |x

recognized event the Cajun Fes-
tival is today. 2
“We've got 1 huge following,™

wpected to draw close to said Shrago. “We advertise out
5,000 people to the two-day of state, and s a result, we've
o

ot a lot of people who attend

fent.
And this year, the entertain-  this event from out of state. And
ot lineup featured more the nz'lmn:l recognition -\ll?tp







MESOUITE 880 & STEAK House

BOB MITCHELL
GOT DEMOTED!!
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