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Mark Your Calendars  
Programs & Events 

July 14 - Next meeting program: 
 Eryn Shugart of Veggie Rescue 

July 18 - AYSO BBQ - See Art K. 

July 29, 2026 - Wednesday -  Rotary 
Redcoat night at Solvang Festival Theater 
for “Frozen.”  See Past President Frank. 

MILLWORKS

Past President Frank Rescues  

President Kristan from her absence and runs 
the meeting like an experience pro. 

Speaking of rescues…. 
  

Rhyn Hammargren of Veggie Rescue speaks about 
their rescuing achievements and Tom Shepard’s 
Farm producing vegetables to distribute. She 
verified kale is the most difficult veggie to rescue. 

Here’s President Kristan 2026-2027!Kindly Please Turn to Page 2

July 14, 2026 Meeting 
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Prayer and Pledge led by:

Denise Johns


Songmaster  & Guitarist:

Brad Mann

Shoo Fly


Jokemaster: 

None


Birthdays:

Walt Alves - 91!


$20 Dollars Please!


Wedding Anniversaries:

None


Rotary Anniversaries:

None


 Guests:

Fr. Andrew Rutledge 


Candy Waldron

Bill Krauch


Three Minute Occupation Talk:

Don Conner


Fines:

$25 - Jan Clevenger Photo in the 

newspaper with paraded garb

$20 - John Adams parade help 

with Jan

$25 - Tom Olmsted, 64th 

Wedding anniversary to Diane, 
trip to Carlsbad


$25 - Sandy Riches Daughter 
moving to the valley


$25 - Alan Hitt, trip to Carlsbad 
and San Diego with Grandson at 

USD.

$5 - Chris Lowry’s ex wife is from 

Carlsbad


Kindly Please Turn to Page 3

  

Second week of Solvang Rotary of President Kristan’s reign 
and still surviving!


Thank you Past-President Frank for your excellent coverage 
whilst President Kristan wasn’t able to be at the meeting 
last minute.  It is like he never left.  One more year, One 
more year, One, more year!


 Thank you to Don Conner for his great three minute 
occupational talk.  What an upbringing, education, 
entrepreneur, generous, and achieving young man he is.


Thank you again President-Elect Steve Palmer for your 
leadership for the largest 4th of July parade in Solvang. It 
takes about eight months of preparation, applications to 
the city, planning, and interaction with hundreds of 
people. He and Lisa deserve a wonderful long vacation. 
We look forward to his return.  


Parade 2026 news article links:


https://www.noozhawk.com/crowds-turn-out-for-solvangs-annual-fourth-of-july-
parade/


https://syvnews.com/news/local/patriotism-on-parade-solvang-celebrates-independence-day-
with-community-festivities/article_b262f1d3-e2a9-5e12-8eb0-83004e7903a5.html


Past-President Frank is heading the takeover at Solvang 
Theaterfest on Wednesday,  July 29, 2026 for “Frozen.”  
Great show and fun way to see the play while helping 
Solvang Theaterfest.


It a pleasure to serve as your Millworks Editor.  I look 
forward to writing about the your achievements and our 
club.


Yours in Rotary Service 


- Millworks Editor Allan 

Millworks Message

https://www.noozhawk.com/crowds-turn-out-for-solvangs-annual-fourth-of-july-parade/
https://www.noozhawk.com/crowds-turn-out-for-solvangs-annual-fourth-of-july-parade/
https://syvnews.com/news/local/patriotism-on-parade-solvang-celebrates-independence-day-with-community-festivities/article_b262f1d3-e2a9-5e12-8eb0-83004e7903a5.html
https://syvnews.com/news/local/patriotism-on-parade-solvang-celebrates-independence-day-with-community-festivities/article_b262f1d3-e2a9-5e12-8eb0-83004e7903a5.html
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KRISTAN 
MORRISON, 
PRESIDENT 
2026-2027


Our President 
Kristan, grew up 

in the valley, Went to USC, worked 
from fellow valley resident 
President Ronald Reagan.


  STEVE PALMER


  PRES-ELECT   
  2027-2028


  He can do it all,  
  married to Lisa, 
runs our parades, sells our 
fundraiser tickets, three excellent 
sons, hikes the world.


ALLAN JONES


Lowly Millworks 
Editor. Former Pig 
Farmer


Kindly Please Turn to Page 4

Announcements


Art Kaslow - July 18, 2026 AYSO 
Food Service Volunteers Needed - 
Signup sheet


Valerie Kissell - Backpack 
donations needed for PHP and 
Coastal Pacific Transportation.


Past Pres Frank Smithson - Solvang 
Festival Theater Red Coat Ushers 
takeover July 29, 2026 for “Frozen”


Dennis Regan Comedy Night 
September 11, 2026. Get your 
tickets and be a sponsor. Call Allan 
Jones for details


Polio Plus Winner

Walt Alves - 8 of Diamonds

No Joker = One more week!


The Solvang Rotary Club Foundation grants: 
$1,000 to SYV Airport Authority Scholarships 

$3,500 for Refrigerator at St. Mark’s Kitchen

Bill Krauch of the SYV Airport Authority accepts a $1,000 check from 
the Solvang Rotary Club Foundation for their scholarship program

L-R - Allan Jones, Art Kaslow, Bill Krauch.

Fr. Andrew Rutledge and AndyWaldron of the St. Marks-in-the-Valley 
accepts a check for $3500 from The Solvang Rotary Club  Foundation of 
their community kitchen refrigerator.

L-R. Allan Jones, Fr. Andrew Rutledge, Candy Waldron, Art Kaslow.
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Three Minute Occupational Speech

The Extraordinary Smokin’ Successful Don Conner

From his Central Valley roots of Visalia, CA to an 18 year old Century 21 agent, to USC graduate 
at the top of his class, working at Disney, Fandango, finance and real estate developer, and now 
owner of the expanding and successful restaurant empire of Whiskey ’N Rye, Q in Santa Barbara 
Public Market, Maker’s Son in Los Alamos, and soon to be open another Whiskey ’N Rye 
Barbecue restaurant in the Camino Real Marketplace (Home Depot and Costco center) in Goleta, 
Don also donates his time as President of the Solvang Theaterfest and Rotarian Extraordinaire. 


Don sponsors our Annual Comedy Night through Whiskey ’N Rye and other great causes locally.


Thank you for sharing your occupation, life and being a part of Solvang Rotary, Don Conner. 
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Guests,
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invited!

corn hole & Games
Get ready for an afternoon of

fun and games that everyone

will enjoy at our Rotary BBQ!

Bring yourself, your appetite, your

favorite beverage (BYOB) . & a lawn chair!

Bring yourself, your appetite, your

favorite beverage (BYOB) . & a lawn chair!
REMEMBER!

Hosted by
the Solvang
Breakfast

Rotary Club!
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wed, sept 16 · 4:00 pm
hans christian andersen park · Solvang, california

you’re invited to the 2nd Annual

CATERED BY WHISKEY & RYE
Tickets are $15 Each on Eventbrite

Buy your tickets by September 7th!

questions? ask Elizabeth! (805) 350-1182

End sof

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
ummerBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBQQQ

m
Q
m
Q
m
Q
m
QQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQ

su
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

youu’re nnuual

E
Guests,

family &

friends

invited!

wed, sept 16 · 4:00 pm
hans christian andersen park · Solvang, california

RE

corn hh

questions? ask Elizabeth! (805) 350-1182



July 14, 2026  Meeting 

VOLUME 41 ISSUE 03 PAGE 6

Nominations now open for 2026 Champions of the Valley! View in browser!

Honoring volunteers who uplift others and help our
community thrive

CHAMPIONS OF THE VALLEY 
October 11, 2026

For more than 30 years, Champions of the Valley has celebrated the
extraordinary volunteers of the Santa Ynez Valley and Los Alamos who
quietly give their time, talent, and heart to uplift others and strengthen our
community.

Join us on Sunday, October 11, 2026, at 4:00 p.m. at Camp Carmina in
Los Olivos for this cherished community tradition. More than an awards
program, Champions of the Valley is an opportunity to recognize the power
of volunteerism and honor those whose service inspires us all.

Nominations are now open! We invite you to nominate an outstanding
volunteer, become an event sponsor, and join us in celebrating the
individuals whose service makes our communities extraordinary places to
live, work, and thrive.

Know a volunteer who goes above & beyond? We
want to celebrate them!

Champions are nominated by
community members like you!

NOMINATE
A

CHAMPION

Is there a youth whose passion and
dedication is making an impact?

NOMINA
TE A

YOUTH

Honorees are selected by a committee of past recipients and Santa Ynez
Valley Foundation board members and will be announced in late August.
They will be recognized at the Champions of the Valley celebration on
October 11th. 

Each adult Champion receives a $1,000 grant from the Santa Ynez Valley
Foundation to direct to the nonprofit organization of their choice, extending
the impact of their volunteer service. Youth Champions, students in grades
9–12, receive a $1,000 scholarship to support their educational goals.

Nominations are open through July 27. 

Help us shine a light on those who give so much!

Celebrating the spirit of service: A few of the 2025 Champions honorees. 

We are delighted to welcome back the Women Winemakers & Culinarians

Foundation as our Bites & Beverages Sponsor for 2026.

We invite you to partner with us!

Join our growing list of sponsors. SPONSOR INFO

Sponsoring the 31st Annual Champions of the Valley awards celebration is
a meaningful way to recognize outstanding volunteers and invest in a
celebration that reflects the spirit of our community.
Sponsorships are available at a variety of levels and include these
valuable benefits:

Logo/name recognition at the event and on invitations
Visibility in social media, local press, and on the Foundation website
A presence in printed event materials
Reserved event seating

2025 Champion honorees

Donate More about Champions of the Valley About Us

Santa Ynez Valley Foundation
485 Alisal Road, Suite 272

Solvang, California 93463

Questions? Email admin@syValleyFoundation.org 
or call us at 805-688-2991

Copyright © 2025 Santa Ynez Valley Foundation.
All rights reserved.

You are receiving this email because you opted in.

Want to change how you receive these emails? 

Unsubscribe. |  Update preferences

Get your nominations in by July 27, 2026.  Solvang Rotarians encouraged.
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Why am I so lucky?

How about …school 
bus races?



July 14, 2026  Meeting 

VOLUME 41 ISSUE 03 PAGE 8

Guitarists 
and Bassists love the


bar…chordsI caught a fish this big

Shoo Fly!
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For our 64th 
anniversary, Diane and I went 

to Carlsbad to escape our next 
door neighbor

To visit our grandson, 
Kathleen and I went to 

Carlsbad to escape our next 
door neighbor

I feel 19 years 
old, not 91. Oh okay, 

$20 please.

Of course 
I look good in a 

fluorescent vest in a 
parade



July 14, 2026  Meeting 

VOLUME 41 ISSUE 03 PAGE 10

I won the drawing on 
my birthday!  Only 50 

bucks?
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Club Officers 2026-2027


President -  Kristan Morrison 

Past President - Frank Smithson 

President-elect - Steve Palmer 

Vice President - Tom Olmsted 


Secretary - Dennis Bales 

Treasurer - Eileen Bristol 


Membership Chair - Babette Grupp 

Programs - Barbara Breza 


Public Relations/Webmaster - Christy Wolfe 

Foundation Chair - Tresha Sell 


Avenues of Service: 

Community - Elizabeth Breen 


Club - Jan Clevenger/Ellen Albertoni 

Environmental - Bobby Brugnone 


International - Linda Johansen 

Peace Building - Clau Orona 


Vocational - Robb Kennedy/Frank Smithson 

Youth -  Open


 

Seargent at Arms - John Adams 


Joke Masters  - Bill “Chilli” Chillingsworth/Chris Lowry/Gary 
Riches 


Fine Master  - Valerie Kissell 

Song Master - Brad Mann 

Millworks - Allan Jones 
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Club Administration and 
Event Chairs in addition to 

Officers and Board:

Awards Chair: Art Kaslow


Invocation/Pledge: Bill “Chill” 
Chillingworth


Polio Plus Drawing: 


Scholarship Chair:


Grants Chair: Dean Elser 


July 4th Parade: Steve Palmer


Solvang Rotary Foundation 
President:   Allan Jones


Grants Chair: Art Kaslow


Scholarship Chair: Alan Hitt 


International and District 
Leadership 2026-2027

 Rotary International President:


Olayinka Hakeem 
Babalola


 International President-
Elect: 


Larry A. Lunsford - 
Kansas City -Plaza USA

District 5240 Governor: 


Margarida Eidson - 
Ventura East  


Governor-Elect:

Scott Astrosky - Pismo 

Beach Five Cities

Asst. Governor Group 9:

Ruth Shepard - Lompoc


Club Officers 2026-2027


President -  Kristan Morrison 

Past President - Frank Smithson 

President-elect - Steve Palmer 

Vice President - Tom Olmsted 

Secretary - Dennis Bales 

Treasurer - Eileen Bristol 

Membership Chair - Babette Grupp 

Programs - Barbara Breza 

Public Relations/Webmaster - Christy Wolfe 

Foundation Chair - Tresha Sell 


Avenues of Service: 

Community - Elizabeth Breen 

Club - Jan Clevenger/Ellen Albertoni 

Environmental - Bobby Brugnone 

International - Linda Johansen 

Peace Building - Clau Orona 

Vocational - Robb Kennedy/Frank Smithson 

Youth -  Open

 

Seargent at Arms - John Adams 

Joke Masters  - Bill “Chilli” Chillingworth, 
Chris Lowry, Gary Riches 

Fine Master  - Valerie Kissell 

Song Master - Brad Mann 

Millworks - Allan Jones
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Can’t Make the Meeting Person?

Zoom in from anywhere the world.  
100% attendance is the goal.

We miss you when you are gone even though you don’t think 
we do.  We do. Your presence and participation adds special 

energy to our meetings.

Solvang Rotary is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.
Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86772399267?
pwd=NhWXPMGarRagR9HN4bOccVZaVsQDuC.1

Meeting chat link
https://us02web.zoom.us/launch/jc/86772399267

Meeting ID: 867 7239 9267
Passcode: 846553

---

One tap mobile
+12532158782,,86772399267# US (Tacoma)

+12532050468,,86772399267# US

---

Join by SIP
• 86772399267@zoomcrc.com

Join instructions
https://us02web.zoom.us/meetings/86772399267/invitations?

signature=juK3MR9RaoyPGcQ5A9SLBezPzEpvDG9mAMwC9OG25EE
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Club Directory as of July 7, 2026

Club Directory

Member Name Email Preferred Phone Cell Phone Member Type

Adams, John johnadamsahs@yahoo.com Home: 805-350-2094 Active

Albertoni, Elen a9designs@yahoo.com Cell: 805-345-9078 805-345-9078 Active

Alves, Kay waltkayalves@gmail.com Home: 805-688-4305 Active

Alves, Walt waltkayalves@gmail.com Home: 805-688-4305 Active

Arnold, Ryan drarnold@clavahealth.com Cell: 805-795-1921 Active

Avery, Cris averyfamily5@gmail.com Cell: 805-245-4247 805-245-4247 Active

Bales, Dennis dennis.bales@verizon.net Cell: 805-448-3672 805-448-3672 Active

Breen, Elizabeth eb@villagesite.com Cell: 805 350 1182 805 350 1182 Active

Breza, Barbara Babs7294@aol.com Home: 805-688-1209 805-451-7484 Active

Bristol, Eileen dbandeb@verizon.net Home: 805-693-0459 805-291-1291 Active

Brugnone, Robert rabrugnone@gmail.com Cell: 805-294-8327 805-294-8327 Active

Carrillo, Brian brian@encorebp.com Cell: 714-920-0796: 714-920-0796 Active

Chillingworth, Bill wchillingworth@gmail.com Cell: 310-283-5738 310-283-5738 Active

Clevenger, Jan jclevenger55@gmail.com Home: 805-693-9106 805-450-6244 Active

Cochran, Kathleen Kcochran@alisal.com Business: 8056867604 8056887604 Active

Connor, Don donc@whiskeynrye.com Cell: 310-595-5617 310-595-5617 Active

Dennee, Dave davedennee@yahoo.com Cell: (310) 951-8469 3109518469 Active

Edwards, Janice jedwards2640@gmail.com Home: 805-686-1432 805-689-5737 Active

Edwards, Larry ledwards2640@outlook.com Home: 8056861432 8056895737 Active

Elliott, Michael mike@elliott-pohls.com Business: 805-688-7737 805-478-1306 Active

Elser, Dean deanelser@hotmail.com Home: (805) 294-0957 (805) 294-0957 Active

Gildred, Stu stuart@gildred.com Cell: 805-252-1498 8052521498 Honorary

Greenwald, Charlie greenwald805@verizon.net Home: 805-688-4130 Active

Grupp, Babette bgrupp@comcast.net Cell: 949-337-0560 949-337-0560 Active

Harmon, John johnh4rotary@gmail.com Home: 805-688-1334 Active

Harris, Alisse alisse.harris@gmail.com Cell: (805) 708-7665 Active

Hitt, Alan ballardacre@gmail.com Home: 805-688-1614 805-680-4549 Active

Jacobsen, Ian iancjacobsen@gmail.com Home: 408-427-4698 408-427-4698 Active

mailto:johnadamsahs@yahoo.com
mailto:a9designs@yahoo.com
mailto:waltkayalves@gmail.com
mailto:waltkayalves@gmail.com
mailto:drarnold@clavahealth.com
mailto:averyfamily5@gmail.com
mailto:dennis.bales@verizon.net
mailto:eb@villagesite.com
mailto:Babs7294@aol.com
mailto:dbandeb@verizon.net
mailto:rabrugnone@gmail.com
mailto:brian@encorebp.com
mailto:wchillingworth@gmail.com
mailto:jclevenger55@gmail.com
mailto:Kcochran@alisal.com
mailto:donc@whiskeynrye.com
mailto:davedennee@yahoo.com
mailto:jedwards2640@gmail.com
mailto:ledwards2640@outlook.com
mailto:mike@elliott-pohls.com
mailto:deanelser@hotmail.com
mailto:stuart@gildred.com
mailto:greenwald805@verizon.net
mailto:bgrupp@comcast.net
mailto:johnh4rotary@gmail.com
mailto:alisse.harris@gmail.com
mailto:ballardacre@gmail.com
mailto:iancjacobsen@gmail.com
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Club Directory as of July 7, 2026-1

Johansen, Linda lindyjo2003@yahoo.com Home: 805-686-1644 805-453-1875 Active

Johns, Denise denise@aguadulcegardens.com Cell: (661) 713-1516 Active

Jones, Allan allan@santaynezvalley.com Business: 805-688-5717805-245-1780 Active

Kaslow, DDS, Art artkaslow@comcast.net Home: (805) 688-9272 Active

Kennedy, Robert "Robb" robb@hiddenwings.org Cell: (805) 448-3926 Active

Kissell, Valerie vaokissell@gmail.com Cell: 724-366-3679 724-366-3679 Active

Lepkowsky, Mary Beth mlepkowsky@gmail.com Cell: (805) 403-5013 Active

Libera, Brian brianlibera@yahoo.com Cell: 805-350-1781 805-350-1781 Active

Lowry, Christopher c.lawslowry@gmail.com Cell: 805-712-3333 805-712-3333 Active

Mann, Bradley rotarymann@outlook.com Cell: 408-644-4045 Active

Maranvile, Mary mary@heritagefarmlandtours.com Cell:  (805) 746-0606 8057460606 Active

Martin, June junemartin6@gmail.com Cell : 805-698-2029 805-698-2029 Active

Morrison, Kristan kristantmorrison@msn.com Cell: 805-245-0271 805-245-0271 Active

Morton, Joel jmorton626@verizon.net Cell: 626-786-7174 626-786-7174 Active

Mullin, Sandie sandiemulin@gmail.com Home: 805-688-6090 805-245-1995 Active

Nielsen, Ron rnie370925@aol.com Cell: 760-832-2519 760-832-2519 Active

Olmsted, Tom tolmsted225@gmail.com Home: 805-686-0859 805-252-9795 Active

Orona, Clau Tarmias_Dancebit@hotmail.com Cell: 805-245-9422 805 245-9422 Active

Palmer, Steve spalmer@cdcpa.com Home: 805-693-0353 805-245-8442 Active

Parisi, Landa redcatrch@aol.com Cell: 805-680-1322 805-680-1322 Active

Pedersen, Bent bentlis@comcast.net Home: 805-688-3836 805-350-3101 Active

Riches, Gary griches@aol.com Home: 805-448-2196 805-448-2196 Active

Riches, Sandy sanriches@aol.com Home: 805-448-2196 Active

Schaefer, Wend wwschaefer@sbcglobal.net Home: 805-686-3045 414-758-6467 Active

Sell, Tresha fivesels@outlook.com Home: 805-680-0297 805-680-0297 Active

Skytt, Ed edwin.skytt@gmail.com Home: 805-448-2353 805-448-2353 Active

Smithson, Frank frankebtc@juno.com Cell: 925-451-9491 925-451-9491 Active

Tabyanan, Philip ptabyanan@plusmanagement.net Cell: 805-574-9740 805-574-9740 Active

Thore, Sherry sherry.thore@gmail.com Home: (805) 350-4181 (805) 350-4181 Active

Weber, Rick rickjweber45@gmail.com Cell 917-744-3198 917-744-3198 Active

Wolfe, Christy christy@placedesigns.co Business: 805-245-2016(323) 459-6560 Active
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mailto:allan@santaynezvalley.com
mailto:artkaslow@comcast.net
mailto:robb@hiddenwings.org
mailto:vaokissell@gmail.com
mailto:mlepkowsky@gmail.com
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