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former investigations officer 
for the IRS and Defense 
Department, as well as 
performing program-
management functions 
for Hughes Aircraft for 21 
years.

Mike Sander is a first-
year Grand Juror currently 
heading up our Detention 

Facilities Subcommittee. He spent 49 years at 
Caltech’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena 
and NASA Headquarters in Washington DC in many 
roles starting with the Mariner 64 mission to Mars 
and ending as the first project manager for the Mars 
Science Laboratory/Curiosity rover project now 
exploring Mt. Sharp on Mars.
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Today’s speakers, 
Spencer Resnick and Mike 
Sander, are members 
of the Ventura County 
Civil Grand Jury and will 
describe their mission 
to serve the citizens of 
Ventura County. They 
will explain the difference 
between criminal and civil 
grand juries; explore its 
purpose, jurisdiction, organization, and operations; 
and discuss how investigations are conducted and 
documented in reports that are released to the 
public.

Spencer Resnick is a second-year Grand Juror 
currently serving as the group’s treasurer. He is a 

Paul Dell Gundelfinger, 86, passed away peacefully 
at his home in Camarillo, California, on Friday, 
February 20, 2015. 

Paul was born in Hastings, Nebraska on November 
20, 1928 to Marion and Roy Gundelfinger. Shortly 
after his birth, the family moved to California and 
settled in Long Beach. Paul graduated from Long 
Beach Polytechnic High School in 1946 and worked 
various jobs until he was drafted in the U.S. Army in 
1950.

Paul proudly served his country during the Korean 
War and was honorably discharged in 1952. He 
returned to Long Beach where JoAnn Long, a pretty 
blond with very long legs, was waiting for him. They 
were married on August 8, 1953, and were wed 
nearly 25 years until JoAnn’s death in 1977. 

Paul was a loyal Trojan, having graduated from USC 
in 1960 with a Bachelor of Science in Petroleum 

Engineering. He 
worked for Tidewater 
Oil Company as a 
roughneck. Tidewater 
later merged with Getty 
Oil Company and Paul 
worked his way up 
the ranks, retiring as 
General Manager of 
the Neutral Zone in 
Kuwait in 1985. During 

his 25-year career with Getty Oil Company, Paul 
was not only a respected manager, but he embraced 
the motto, “Service above self.” Paul was proud to 
serve the community of Ventura as President of 
Rotary Club of Ventura. In addition he was active 
in the Ventura Chamber of Commerce, Ventura 
County Economic Development Assoc., Ventura 
County Taxpayer’s Assoc., and the United Way. 
His membership in the Rest & Aspiration Society 

1981-82 Club President Paul Gundelfinger Passes



Introductions: 	 Bill Kearney
Rotary Moment: 	 Sarah Abrams
Fining: 	 Amy Fonzo

Future Programs
Mar 04	 Vision of Care at New CMH
Mar 11	 Amarok Society
Mar 18	 State of the Oxnard Harbor District

Today’s Program
Ventura Grand Jury

Meeting Recap of February 18
The meeting began with Norm Blacher  reporting  
on Hoot Bennet, who health seems to be improving. 
Norm then offered a personal thought on the world 
situation and hoped that Rotary would somehow 
become involved to help foster peace and 
undertanding. Clyde Reynolds, Staci Johnson and 
RoseAnn Hill followed with ‘America the Beautiful.’

Hutch Hutchinson alluded to recent attacks on polio 
field workers in Pakistan and yet the eradication 
effort continues unabated. He then presented 
Paul Harris Fellowships to Wayne Bruce and John 
Johnson.

Curtis Cormane conducted fining based on “Are you 
smarter than a first-year Ventura College student?” 
Kevin Clerici, for his Rotary Moment, recalled his 
Rotary GSE team visit to Bangladesh

Dale Jaedtke asked club members to help find 
Ventura Rotaract a new meeting location. The club 
meets every first and third Mondays from 6:30 to 
7:30 p.m.

Program
Norbert Tan introduced the program speaker, Dr. 
Greg Gillespie, the president of Ventura College. 
Dr. Gillespie gave us an update on the capital 
improvements at the college made possible by the 
Measure S Facilities bond approved by voters in 
2001.  Ventura College received a total of over $117 
million.

New construction projects include the Learning 
Resource Center (2004) which houses the main 
library, computer stations and faculty offices; the 
Health Science Center (2011); two large general 
classroom buildings. MCE and MCW (2011) and the 
Applied Science Center, under construction. Major 
renovations were also carried out on the Performing 
Arts Center, athletic facilities, including the stadium, 
the welding and automotive facilities, the arts 
department and the student serevices center.

Improved student access was at the center of all 
Guest speaker Dr. Greg Gillespie reports on the 
Measure S bond money.

Norbert Tan introduce the guest speaker.

improvements. This included using updated relevant 
technology and equipment, increased access to 
student computers and the latest classroom and 
labs.



Norm Blacher told us about a visit with Hoot Bennett. Hutch Hutchinson congratulates our latest Multiple 
PHF recipients, Wayne Bruce and John Johnson.

Dale Jaedtke makes an appeal on behalf of the 
Ventura Rotaract Club.

Kevin Clerici shares his experiences in Bangladesh 
for his Rotary Moment.

Prez Rob vanNieuwburg helps Sandra Laby auction 
off concert tickets.

Curtis Cormane fines on architecture.
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February Birthdays
Lynda Girtsman, Feb 04

John Hammer, Feb 04
John J. Johnson, Feb 06
Cessy Figueroa, Feb 12

Norbert Tan, Feb 13
Gary Young, Feb 21

Albert McCartney, Feb 23
Duane Georgeson, Feb. 24 
Chris Brashears, Feb 29 

February Anniversaries 
Clyde Reynolds, Feb 07
Warren Lovell, Feb 13

was something he revered. He was also active in 
the American Institute of Mining, Metallurgical and 
Petroleum Engineers, and the American Petroleum 
Institute. 

Paul was an automobile enthusiast and a member 
of Tri-County Mustang Club, proudly showing his 
yellow 1970 Mustang convertible in car shows 
and parades. He was a USC football fan. Fight 
on! Paul spent many weekdays on the links at San 
Buenaventura Golf Course with the R&A group. 

In 1979, Paul met and married JoAnn Fields who 
survives him. He was extremely proud of his 
daughters, Karen Gundelfinger of Camarillo, CA, and 
Susan (Eric) Naslund of San Diego, CA. Paul was 
also honored to be stepfather to CSM Christopher 

Continued from first page. (Debbie) Fields, RET of Clarksville, TN and John 
(Jennifer) Fields of Ventura, CA. Paul adored his 
grandchildren, Matthew, Andrew, Gavin, Gabriel, 
Emily, Hunter, Phoebe and Chloe. 

A tune, ditty, pun or limerick was never far from 
Paul’s lips, and he often made us laugh with his 
“Paul-isms.” So, we won’t bid him goodbye. Instead, 
we will simply say, “Take your time goin’, but hurry 
comin’ back!” 

A celebration of Paul’s life will be at Ted Mayr 
Funeral Home, 3150 Loma Vista Road, Ventura, 
on Saturday, February 28 at 10:00 a.m. Paul will be 
interred at Ivy Lawn Cemetery in Ventura, California. 
Memorial donations may be made to Alzheimer’s 
Research or Operation Restored Warrior.

On 23 February 1905, Paul Harris and three 
friends gathered for what would become known 
as the first Rotary club meeting. Harris’s desire for 
camaraderie among business associates grew into 
an international network of 1.2 million volunteers 
who work to improve health, alleviate poverty, and 
promote peace.


