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                                               MEETING NOVEMBER 9, 2022 

Attendance—I think this is the largest attendance I’ve seen since I joined three years ago.  
Every time I counted, I got a different number, but I think about 70 members and guests were 
there.  This included about 22 students and staff from our Pacific High School Interact Club.  
Glad to see at the meeting Fred Bysshe, who will mark his 52nd anniversary of club membership 
December 1.  None via Zoom. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lunch—Mahi-mahi, chicken with artichokes, vegetable medley, rice, salad, and croissants.        
I don’t usually like cheesecake, but the one served for dessert was great! 

Flag salute, inspirational message, and introductions—Ken Leandro.   

“With our friends beside us, and no person beneath us. 
With the bonds of Rotary between us, and no task beyond us. 
With a thirst for knowledge, and a dream of a peaceful and just world. 
We are thankful for our Rotary friends and the meal we are about to share.” 
 

Songleaders— Jessica, RoseAnn, 
Clyde, Bev, and her husband 
Kirby.  “America the Beautiful.” 
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Meeting November 9, 2022, continued 
 

Anil Aggarwal was awarded the Benefactor of Rotary 
certificate and pin.  Hutch explained that to be a Benefactor, 
you promise to bequest $1.000 to the Foundation, and “then 
all you do is die!”  What could be easier?  As an example of 
the Foundation’s work, it recently funded half of the donation 
of 40 ambulances to the Ukraine.  Our district has challenged 
our club to get one more Benefactor, and Joslynn Skelton 
immediately volunteered. 

     
 
 
 
 
Announcements: 
 

Rob van Nieuwburg—Rotary Ventura East is selling poinsettias, $60-$62 per case.  
For information, go to https://rotaryventuraeast.org/  

Dale Jaedtke—Thank you to those who donated to or are participating in the Mexico 
Build November 12. 

Neal Lassila—The club will be providing each member with a club polo shirt in 
January, with additional club wear available for sale.  Details to follow. 

Kristin Taylor—The Coats for Kids campaign is launched.   Ken Leandro prepared an 
interactive map of our more than 50 drop-off locations, which is available at 
https://www.zeemaps.com/view?group=1207878&x=-119.247015&y=34.271577&z=6 
For more information, see our club’s website or Facebook page. 

 
Dr. Antonio Casto was inducted as our newest member.  
(Photo to right.) 

Happy Dollars. 

Fining—Ellyn Dembowski quizzed us about the Ventura 
College Foundation. 
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PROGRAM – PACIFIC HIGH SCHOOL INTERACT 

 

Madhu Bajaj introduced members of our 
newest Interact Club at Pacific High 
School.  About 19 members were present, 
along with Club Advisor/biology teacher 
Beth Borer, Counselor Ted Cook, Principal 
Deidre Monarres, Superintendent of 
Schools Dr. Antonio Castro, and School 
Board President Sabrena Rodriguez. 

Pacific High School is a Title I school, 
with 94 percent of the students at or below 
the poverty line.  Several students 
addressed the club about why they enrolled 
at PHS.  Students were generally credit 
deficient and needed to catch up to 
graduate.  Some had family circumstances 
such as deaths in the family that interfered 
with schoolwork.  Remote learning during 
COVID caused students to fall behind.   

Students told the club about the activities of Interact and the ASB Leadership.  They include 
Spirit Weeks, assemblies, field trips, schoolwide activities, birthday celebrations, 
homeroom competition day, and an all-school Thanksgiving feast.  The Renaissance 
program rewards students for achieving goals in obtaining high school credits.  The club’s 
service projects include necessities bags for the homeless with Project Understanding, 
sending cards of encouragement to the unhoused, a field trip to the Food Bank to explore 
how they can assist, and the Cheers for Children canned food drive for VUSD students.   
The club hopes to reduce the cost for students to attend Prom—hopefully, for free. 

PHS Interact students made beautiful Thanksgiving centerpieces at the home of Doug 
Halter and Randy Encinas.  They were auctioned off at the meeting to benefit the Interact 
club’s activities.  Generous Rotarians purchased the centerpieces for $500, $250 and $100, 
with total auction proceeds of $5,000.  It was wonderful to see these resilient and 
hardworking students take charge of their lives and serve the community. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

(For up-to-date and more complete information, see our web site, VenturaRotary.org)  

November 16 lunch meeting: George Poulakos will discuss the upcoming Guatemala Team 
Trip.  

November 17: Board meeting, Crowne Plaza Hotel, 12:00-1:30 p.m. (Meeting one week early 
due to Thanksgiving holiday.)  

November 18-20: District Conference, Santa Barbara Hilton.  

November 23: NO MEETING THIS WEEK 

November 30 lunch meeting: Hutch Hutchinson and the Rotary Foundation District Chair. 

December 7 lunch meeting: Members of the Ventura County Grand Jury. 

December 10: Winter Social, 6:00-10:00 p.m. at the home of Betsy Chess  RSVP to Sandy 
Lassila by text or at lassilas@ roadrunnder.com by December 1.  (See flier.) 

December 14 lunch meeting:  Mike Schwartz will discuss the historical roots of Hanukkah. 

December 17: Holiday Party for Westside families.  Arise Ventura Church, 831 N. Olive St., 
Ventura, 9:30 a.m-4:00 p.m. 

Note that the Million Dollar Dinner has been postponed until later in the Spring of 2023. 
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