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MEETING NOVEMBER 16, 2022 

Lunch: Ham, Potatoes, Salad, Fruit, and a cinnamon cream corn dish 
  
Inspiration: Joslynn Skelton – “Check-Mate” Story 
  
Visiting Guests: Michael MacDonald 
  
Announcements:     Coats for Kids- Kristin 
                                Interact Club at Pacific H.S., we raised over $6300 last meeting- Lynda 
 
 
  

SPEAKER: GEORGE POULAKOS; AK’ TENAMIT 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
George said and I quote, “I find projects to take our money” 
  

AK’ Tenamint: 
 

 A Mayan term meaning “New Village” 
 The school of over 600 students is managed entirely by the Q’eqchi 

people; Steve is actively involved as the Chief Technical Advisor 
 It is viewed as a model globally for its effective grassroots approach to 

vocational education, income generation, and health care 
                              

Goals for Ak’ Tenamit 
 Provide shelter and education for at-risk youth ages 12-18 
 Help youth develop skills and gainful employment 
 Establish internships and job opportunities 
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 Provide initial financial and emotional support for graduates to help ensure 
success 

  
Education Provides Alternatives to Migration 

 Hands-on experiences provide the knowledge and skills for gainful 
employment in Guatemala 

 Students are assisted in finding and keeping employment 
 Graduates pledge to give back a percentage of their income to their village 

  
              Rotarians have been huge supporters for over 20 years, contributing: 

 Medical supplies and equipment 
 Funds and labor to build new dorms and classrooms 
 A floating dental clinic 
 Solar energy equipment and supplies 
 New boat engines 
 Computer labs 
 Restaurant equipment and supplies 
 Family water filters 

 
The team trip to Guatemala is March 25 to April 2, 2022.  See attached poster. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

(For up-to-date and more complete information, see our web site, VenturaRotary.org)  

November 23: NO MEETING THIS WEEK 

November 30 lunch meeting: Hutch Hutchinson and the Rotary Foundation District Chair. 

December 7 lunch meeting: Mika Feli and Bruce Conger, Ventura County Grand Jury. 

December 10: Winter Social, 6:00-10:00 p.m. at the home of Betsy Chess  RSVP to Sandy 
Lassila by text or at lassilas@roadrunnder.com by December 1.  (See flier.) 

December 14 lunch meeting:  Mike Schwartz will discuss the historical roots of Hanukkah. 

December 17: Holiday Party for Westside families.  Arise Ventura Church, 831 N. Olive St., 
Ventura, 9:30 a.m-4:00 p.m. 

Note that the Million Dollar Dinner has been postponed until later in the Spring of 2023. 

 

A big thank you to Joslynn Sketon for reporting on  
and photographing the meeting! 

There will be no meeting and no Spokes this coming 
week. 

Happy Thanksgiving to all! 
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