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*  Unemployment rate of 80‐90% 
*  Per capita income of $4,000 
*  8 Times the United States rate of diabetes 
*  5 Times the United States rate of cervical cancer 
*  Twice the rate of heart disease 
*  8 Times the United States rate of Tuberculosis 
*  Alcoholism rate estimated as high as 80% 
*  1 in 4 infants born with fetal alcohol syndrome or effects 
*  Suicide rate more than twice the national rate 
*  Teen suicide rate 4 times the national rate 
*  Infant mortality is three times the national rate 
*  Life expectancy on Pine Ridge is the lowest in the United States and the 2nd lowest in 

the Western Hemisphere. Only Haiti has a lower rate. 
*  Pine Ridge Reservation, located in South Dakota, is home to the Oglala Sioux Tribe 

and is 2,000,000 acres large with an estimated population of close to 40,000.  
 

Pine Ridge Reservation 



May 1, 2015 



Initial Project 

Sewing Machines 
 
12 used; 6 broken 



*  KILI Radio is an independent, Lakota owned and operated, 100,000 watt FM 
radio station located at Porcupine Butte on the Pine Ridge Reservation in 
southwestern South Dakota. On the air 20 hours a day, seven days a week, KILI’s 
broadcast area covers 30,000 square miles and includes the Pine Ridge, 
Cheyenne River and Rosebud Reservations, Rapid City, the southern Black Hills 
and the panhandle of Nebraska. KILI’s programming includes news and 
information, public affairs broadcasting, cultural celebration and entertainment 
with a variety of music formats including traditional, Indian contemporary, 
country, rock and roll, rap, blues and jazz. KILI is a very unique community radio 
station working hard to meet the needs of individuals and groups throughout the 
listening area. Owned and operated by Lakota Communications, KILI serves 
30,000 people on the three reservations, along with the large American Indian 
urban community in Rapid City, using a translator in the Mount Rushmore State's 
second‐largest city.  It seeks to preserve Native American culture and instill pride 
in the peoples' unique heritage. 
 



Calendar 



International Film &  Food Festivals 



The three film festivals 
have raised $12,000 
 
 
 



Laptops 

To date: 
 

Collected 275  
 

Sent 165 



Next Steps 

Solar Panels 
Rotary District 7870     $1000 
Rotary Club of Henniker   $  500 
Sunrise Rotary Club     $  250 
Rutland South Rotary Club   $  250 
Individual Rotarians     $  400 

  
   This past summer, KILI Radio was able to add a second solar 

array to the roof of the station’s studio located at Porcupine 
Butte. We have been committed at finding as much 
renewable energy as possible to help us with our monthly 
electrical bill of close to $2,500 a month. Thank you very 
much; wopila tanka! 
  
Thomas Casey 
KILI  Radio station manager/developmentdirector 
 

  



Next Steps 

Quilts – 
Cottage 
Industry 

Rotary Club of Henniker, NH collected 
over 6000 pounds of quilting fabric + 
sewing machines. Rotarian Dana Lewis 
facilitated shipping. 

I would like to send a big thank you to all the good caring folks that helped send 
fabric and sewing supplies to the reservation. We all felt happy and overwhelmed 
when a semi pulled into the driveway. This reservation is about the size of the state 
of Connecticut. We do not have any store on the reservation that sells fabric. A trip 
to town is about 80 miles away. 
  
Your donation helped many families to sew Quilts and also clothes for their 
children. And to have it delivered saved gas money and the cost to hire a vehicle 
that can go off the reservation. Many families do not have the financial means to 
make a trip off the reservation. We do appreciate your help very much. The fabric 
was very nice and in good condition and I know that every piece will be used. 
  
Thank you very much and may god bless everyone! 
Rosie 
Singing Horse Trading Post 



Next Steps 



Wopila – Thank you! 

*  John Willis – Professor, Marlboro College, VT 
*  Sam Jones – Computers for Change, Burlington, VT 

Martin 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2012‐2013 
BRATTLEBORO 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