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Rotary Club of Johns

By Rachel Kellogg
rkellogg@neighbormewspapers.com

The Rotary Club of Johns Creek will celebrate 10
years this year.

President-elect Luke Haymond, one of the club’s
charter members, helped found the club in 2000 when he
and other charter members saw a need for a more service
opportunities in the area,

“We felt like there was a large contingent of profes-
sionals as well as concerned residents in the area who
wanted to provide service in the community,” he said.
“Johns Creek seemed like an obvious location.”

Because Johns Creek did not exist as a city, the club
had to receive special ‘permission from Rotary [nterna—
tional to use the name.

Ha)rmand will take over as president this summer, but

the role is not new to him. He was president in 2005 and_

had to step in this year when the
president-elect had to leave the club

: Infor'matiun

Creek marks decade

Johns Creek Baptist Church, is open to éxtending mem-
bership to those who are interested in serving the com-
‘munity and taking on international projects. .

“Rotary is unique when compared to other service
organizations in that it doesn’t only have a local, com-
munity perspective; it also has an international aspect,”
Haymond said. “If you wear the Rotary pin, you can be
in Ireland or Sri Lanka, and people will know that you
stand for promoting peace and good will in the world.”

Internationally, the club works with an organization
that builds dorms for AIDS orphans in Kenya,

Some of the club’s local projects include cleaning up
the Chattahoochee River with Riverkeepers, forming the
Interact Clubs at three local high schools and providing
dictionaries for third grade classrooms.

May 3, the club will hold its fourth annual Golf Tour-
nament to benefit Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta.

“We focus a lot on chlidren, but the last three years

we've gotten away from supporting
kids directly,”

unexpectedly.

According to Haymond, the
club’s membership number has hov-
cred at about 30 since being char-
tered.

“We face an interesting challenge,” the once and
future president said. *“This past year we felt some pres-
sures of the economic downturn.”

The club, which meets Mondays at 12:15 p.m. at

(770) 844-0020

barayan, past president and charter
member. “We've given to North Ful-
ton Community Charities and other
organizations, but with this year's
tournament we wanted to get back to our commitment to
children.”

The tournament will take place at the Standard Club,
and the Rotarians are still looking for participants and
SpONSOIs,

said Chitra Sub-
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From left, Rotary Club of Johns Creek President Render Freeman and
member DeWitt Weaver at Monday's meeting at Johns Creek Baptist
Church.




