HOW TO PREPARE A CLASSIFICATION TALK

What's Most Interesting?

A request to give a classification talk is not a license to bore. What aspects of your job will prove

most interesting? A Rotarian is expected to be an ambassador of the ideal of service in his or her

business or profession.

Be Yourself!

One Rotarian, who makes a living through public speaking, says a good speaker should:

          1. Be prepared                2. Be brief

          3. Be clear                      4. Be clean

          5. Be logical                   6. Be natural

          7. Be helpful

Sample Outline for a Classification TalkTitle:

 Make it descriptive, interesting, intriguing.

Introduction: Brief example or story, pertinent to the subject,  which will arouse interest.

Origin and Development: Example--a fruit dealer might start with      the apple in the Garden of

 Eden; an automobile dealer with  the discovery of the wheel. The most important steps in the     

evolution of the business or profession. Prominent  contributors to its development.

Present Status: Different methods and levels of programs in other  countries. Status in nation: 

payroll, invested capital. Status in this community.

Standards of Practice: in dealings with customers (clients or  patients), suppliers, competitors 

and employees. Existing  abuses and the remedies for them. Practices that could be  emulated

in other businesses or professions. Work of trade associations to improve practices.

Personal Contribution:

     1. Brief history of own career

     2. Activity in trade or professional association

     3. How Rotary has been applied in your occupation

     4. Policies of interest or helpful to other vocations.

     5. Most enjoyable aspects of my job.

Summary. Talk about the things you think you would want to know about someone else when giving their talk. This could include things about your business or profession and about yourself--early days, family, hobbies, adventures, etc.

