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ANNUAL POLE HILL OPEN HOUSE

Saturday, April 12th, 2025 

1-5pm 
Sponsored by Scouts BSA Troop 76, Ballard Vale 
The Scouts of Ballard Vale Troop 76 will be holding an open house at the Andover Conservation Commission’s Pole Hill Reservation.  Visiting hours are 1pm-5pm, Saturday, April 12th.

During the Open House, visitors can learn from the Scouts about camping, fire safety, orienteering, and geocaching. Guests can also participate in a scavenger hunt based on Pole Hill and its surroundings.  There will also be some life-long residents to discuss the history of Pole Hill, New Stream, and the historic stone-arch bridge and its recent renovation.

Since 2009, Troop 76 has been recognized by the ACC as stewards of the Pole Hill Reservation. Each year the Troop hosts an event open to the public.  The Scouts will be working on a service project in the morning to improve the many trails in and around the reservation.
Access to the Pole Hill Reservation can be gained by land or water.  Trailheads are located at the end of Marland St. and Pole Hill Dr.  The latter is along an access road that is a fairly smooth walk.  Those wishing to paddle can put in the Shawsheen River at the Ballard Vale millpond and head upstream. For a much shorter paddle, put in at Shawsheen Pines, the ACC’s canoe launch, across from Pfizer Corp. on Lowell Junction Rd. and head downstream.  The Reservation is on the West side of the bridge.
Troop 76, sponsored by the Ballard Vale United Church, is part of West Wind District, Spirit of Adventure Council, Boy Scouts of America.  They meet Friday nights, 7:00pm, at the Ballard Vale United Church, 23 Clark Rd., in Andover.
