
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

    

April 4, 2018 
Member Assignments   

 

Greeters 

Please Arrive by 11:50 a.m. 

                       4/11 – Ted Stazak & Patti Augustine 

                       4/18 – Deb Burn & George Thompson 

                       4/25 –Diane Sauer & Barry Dunaway 

 

Mobile Meals 

4/13 – Dan Rowland & Cleo Royster 

4/20 – Genevieve Bauman & Joe Morgan 

4/27 – Don Powers & Don Moore 

 

Fellowship 2.0 

4/11 – Chris Shape 

4/18 – Rick Peduzzi 

4/25 – Ken LaPolla 

 

Invocation 

4/11 – Dan Rowland 

4/18 – Diane Sauer 

4/25 – Janet Schweitzer 

 

Magazine Report 

April, 2018 – Venita Collins 

May, 2018 – Kim Straniak 

ROTARY NOTES 
A publication of the Rotary Club of Warren 

 

 
 

 

Upcoming 

Speakers 
 

 

April 11 
Rev. Richard 
Pavlick II –  

Adult & Teen 
Challenge Ohio 

Valley 
 
 

 

April 18 
Barb Loudon –  

RYLA 
 
 

 

April 25  
Ron Bierman – 

Trumbull 
Regional 

Medical Center 
 
 

 

May 2 
Bonnie Wilson-  
SomePlace Safe 

& 
Solace Center 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 

              

 

      

 
                                         
      The Rotary Club of                                                                                      

 Warren was pleased to                                                                                                                                                         

 welcome renowned soprano                                             

 Irene Oliver (AKA Diane Sauer),                                             

 back to her hometown.  Irene                                                   

 was giving an evening                                             

 performance at Packard Music                                           

 Hall as part of the Warren                                                     

 Civic Music program and was                                            

 gracious enough to provide                                                                               

 fellowship during our April 4,                                                    

 1996 Club meeting.  Other                                                 

 guests included: Lisa Taddei,                                                  

 a potential new Club member &                                                                                                         

 area manager at First Energy;                                

 Megan Tolley from Howland                                               

 Alarm; and Tyler Harden who                                                  

 manages service and IT at                                                   

 ExoSpec.  Visiting Rotarians,                                                                                                                                                                          

 Jim Tallman and Vito Abruzzino, were also in attendance.  

      Irene graduated from Warren G. Harding High School in 1956 

and then attended the Cincinnati Conservatory of Music, graduating 

from there in 1964.  She subsequently won a Fulbright Scholarship and       

studied under Maestro Ricci at the Rome Opera Houses.  She indicated 

that it wasn’t easy, and still isn’t, being a black opera singer.  That in 

itself was a challenge, but it was one she loved. 

     Irene made her debut in Venice, singing the opera La Boheme, and  

has since won several international awards.  One of her favorite parts 

was when she was the lead soprano with the Italian ensemble that 

brought Russia its first performance in 25 years of a Rossini opera. 

     In 1972, Irene was offered the role of Desdemona.  She sang the 

first act of Otello for an East German TV game show that awarded 

prizes for guessing the deliberate mistake in an opera.  She remarked 

that all of the Warren Rotarians who are opera aficionados would 

surely have instantly known that Desdemona is blond and fair skinned. 

However, she said she loves playing the role, as Desdemona is a 

challenge to her femininity, not her skin! 
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Of the things 
we think, say 

or do: 
 

Is it the truth? 
 

Is it fair to all 
concerned? 

 
Will it build 
goodwill and 

better 
friendship? 

 
Will it be 

beneficial to all 
concerned? 
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           Irene later made her debut with the New York Philharmonic in 

                      1977 and has made many recordings.  One of her favorites is a 

collection            collection of American Jazz songs titled Tenderly Yours.    

                           When Irene returned home from Rome, after being there for 25 

years, Irene began years, Irene began singing with the Cleveland Philharmonic and teaching               

                       at Youngstown State University’s Dana School of Music.  In February 

1995, she had two  1995, she had two concerts, named Oh Freedom, featuring works done     

                       by black artists.  They also featured a 65 piece orchestra.   

                            While living in Howland, Irene Oliver passed away in May, 1998.  

She                   She certainly fulfilled her dream of inspiring young people to know  

                that  that a black woman from Warren, Ohio, in the 1950’s no less, 

                       was able to go on to sing opera in Rome.  Believe in yourself! 

                       

                          

                             

                          

                         

                      

                       

                        

                        The Rotary Club of Warren has undertaken several projects and held   

                        many activities throughout the year to celebrate its Centennial.  One 

                        of the remaining projects is “Plant a Tree”, spearheaded by Bob Hoy. 

                        In honor of the Rotary colors of blue and gold, we will be planting 

                        100 Colorado Blue Spruce trees.  The official kickoff of the project 

                        will be held on Sunday, April 15th at Quinby Park on Austin Avenue  

                        SW at 2:30 p.m.  Bob and Mike Bollas will be planting that day and 

                        expect to have much of the preparation done in advance.  Stay tuned   

                        for the proposed dates and planting times for the other teams, and 

              Amph    remember that volunteers are needed!!  Ken LaPolla’s Scouts and   

                        possibly the men from the Warren Family Mission will be assisting. 

                             The saplings will be stored in the Boy Scout building.  Enter from 

                        North Road south of Blessed Sacrament Church.  Each team’s 20 

trees                  trees will be separated.  Please be advised that Home Depot is having 

a                       a sale on bags of mulch for $2.00. In addition, a supply of pantyhose              

                        for tying the saplings to stakes and milk jugs for water will be 

                        available to members at Wednesday’s Club meeting.   

                        

                        

                                                  

                     

 

Areas of 

Focus 

 
Promoting  

Peace 
 

Fighting 
Disease 

 
Providing Clean 

Water 
 

Saving Mothers & 
Children 

 
Supporting 
Education 

 
Growing Local 

Economies 

 

 

Club Officers 
President 

Andy Bednar 
 

President Elect 
Venita Collins 

 
Vice-President 

Teri Surin 
 

Secretary 
Judy Masaki 

 
Treasurer 

Cheryl Oblinger 
 

Past President 
Julia Wetstein 

 

Board Members 
Ginny Bond 

Christine Cope 
Tony Iannucci 

Dominic Mararri 
Ted Stazak 

Kim Straniak 
Nick Verina 

 
 

 

 



 

 

                                      WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

                         

                     NAMING OF THE AMPHITHEATER – Two dozen or more Rotarians 

                     attended the Warren Council Meeting last Wednesday.  Diane Sauer, 

                     Dallas Woodall, and Frank Bodor spoke in support of Rotary’s position.   

                     The vote on the ordinance was tabled.  However, several more meetings   

                     are to take place.   

                     THE DISTRICT CONFERENCE – will take place on Thursday, May 10th 

                                and Friday, May 11th at Avalon Inn.  The Rotary Club of Warren will  

                     once again host the hospitality suite on Thursday evening.  Our Uganda 

                     project will be presented on Friday, and a presentation will also be made 

                     regarding our 100 Good Deeds and Fellowship 2.0.   

                     THE ROTARY INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION – will be held in 

Toronto,           Toronto, Canada June 23rd through June 27th.  Julia Wetstein will 

                     serve as our voting delegate.                     

                     POLITICS – Rotary makes every attempt to refrain from supporting 

political views      political views and specific candidates.  President Andy apologized for              

                     our recent speaker whose presentation became more political than   

                     anticipated.                             

                     MEMBERS ARE BEING ASKED TO COMPLETE A SURVEY - regarding 

                     our weekly Club meeting lunches.  See Venita Collins for survey forms.   

                     THANK YOU!! – Many thanks to Cheryl Oblinger for a great newsletter 

in Judy’s           in Judy’s absence last week!! 

                     WARREN ROTARY IS BEING HONORED – by Trumbull County CSB at a 

                     luncheon on April 18th.  Andy Bednar has been invited to attend.  In his 

absence            absence, President-Elect Venita Collins will run our weekly Club meeting. 

 Diane Sauer ha   AN UPDATE ON CHRIS SHAPE – We are pleased to report that Chris             

                      underwent surgery recently, and the cumbersome hardware contraption 

is                    is off!!  He’s heading home and will return to meetings in the near 

future!              future.   

                     DIANE SAUER – is slated to be the speaker at the Kent State  

                     University Trumbull Campus Spring Commencement.  Congratualations, 

                     Diane! 

                     MANY THANKS – to our set-up and tear-down committee for all of 

their                their help in making our meetings run smoothly! 

                     UPDATE ON THE FOUNTAIN ON COURTHOUSE SQUARE - President      

                     Andy reported that he had a meeting scheduled with the Mayor 

regarding           regarding the Fountain project this past week.  Stay tuned for more   

                     details.   

                     THE PLANT A TREE COMMITTEE – will meet this Wednesday 

                     immediately following our Club meeting to review the project’s kickoff.     

                     A BLUEGRASS JAMBOREE – will be held at the Trumbull County 

Fairgrounds        Fairgrounds July 19th – 21st.  See Cindy Matheson for more details.                                 
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Contact us at: 
Rotary Club of 

Warren 
P.O. Box 68 
Warren, OH 

44482 
 
 

Our Website: 
Warrenrotary.org 

 
 

If you have 

any questions 

or suggestions 

about our 

newsletter, or 

if you would 

like to become 

a sponsor, 

Please contact: 

Judy Masaki 

 

 

 
 



 

 

                                      

                                                 CAMP RAVENNA 
                                 

                                                                      
                                  Vito J. Abruzzino is a                   

                        Major in the U.S. Air        

      Force Reserve, as well as                 

                        an advocate in his position 

                        as Executive Director of                   

                        the Eastern Ohio Military 

                      Affairs Commission              

                        (EOMAC).  He also serves                     

                        as a public-sector law  

                      attorney at the      
                        Mahoning Valley’s largest   

                        law firm, Harrington,    

                        Hoppe, & Mitchell, Ltd.,   

                        which has more than 20                                      

                        attorneys in three county- 

                        based offices.  Prior to   

                      joining the firm, and       

                      later EOMAC, Vito was a senior defense counsel in the United  

                      States Army Judge Advocate General’s Corps (JAG) at Fort 

Bragg                Bragg, North Carolina and a Brigade Judge Advocate at Fort 

                      Jackson, South Carolina.  In addition, he served as an assistant  

                      United States attorney, prosecuting all crimes committed on the                
                        military footprint of Fort Jackson in federal civilian court.  Since 

Vito’s                  Vito’s return to the Valley from active duty in 2013, he has been a 

tireless advocate     tireless advocate for Camp Ravenna and the Youngstown Air Reserve     

                        Station, which he views as critical to the overall well-being of the      

                        nation and the Valley.   

                             The Youngstown Air Reserve Station has been in existence since      

                        the 1930’s, with its primary mission being aerial lift and aerial spray.   

                        Colonel James Dignan, Commander of the 910th Airlift Wing, believed  

            in       a  in the military value of his unit.  The Reserve and Guard in our region 

           offer   in  offer major contributions to defense and keep federal expenditures 

                        at a minimum.  In light of the Department of Defense’s  

                        programmatic changes and base realignments, Colonel Dignan wanted 

                        to create a united front in advocating for national security and  

                        defense in Ohio and protect the economic impact that our region gets 

                        from the Air Base.  In 2015, the Regional Chamber created the 

Eastern Ohio         Military Affairs Commission to preserve these assets, with an 
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                  emphasis on the Air Reserve Station and Camp Ravenna.  EOMAC is  

                  supported by contributions from organizations like the Community 

Foundation      Foundation and Trumbull 100.            

                       Since its inception, the Commission has focused on growing military            

                  operations in our area.  Camp Ravenna has been named as one of three 

finalists         finalist sites for a more than $4 billion East Coast Ballistic Missile Defense 

Shiled           Shield.  The site would be the third in the country, with the other two 

being            being located in California and Alaska.  The other two finalist sites are 

Fort Drum      Fort Drum in New York and Fort Custer in Michigan.  Vito indicated that 
                  Camp Ravenna is well- situated as a site, with little to no potential impact  

                  on the environment and strong ties to the Air Reserve Station.  It also 

provides         provides a secure location for technology. 

                       In addition to military impact, Vito emphasized that if Camp Ravenna  

                  is chosen as the East Coast site for this project, our area would see great  

dramatic        economic growth in the form of high paying jobs.  He recommended:   

1. contacting our local and State Representatives and Senators to 

advocate for this project as a priority; and  

2. writing letters of support and forwarding them to Vito.  Visit the 

Regional Chamber website for Vito’s contact information. 

   

                    

                                                    HAPPY BUCKS 
                  

                    

                     

                   
                   

                     

                   

                   

                          

                     

                   *** Julia Wetstein offered a Happy Buck in honor the open and frank  

                   candor of our speaker. 

                   *** Kim Straniak said it’s nice to be back from vacation.  She expressed  

                   expressed appreciation for the donation given to Mobile Meals from the 

proceeds         proceeds of the Pizza Challenge.  Many people will be positively impacted!  

                   *** Genevieve Bauman offered a Happy Buck in honor of our speaker and 

for               for the generous donation made by the Bland family.                  

                   *** Andy Bednar thanked all who attended last week’s Council Meeting 

regarding        regarding the naming of the Amphitheater.  He also congratulated Diane             
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 Sauer for being chosen as KSU Trumbull’s commencement speaker.                  
                                                    
                     

                           

                      

                  

                   

                     

                      

                     

                       

                     

                       Never put both feet in your mouth at the  

                                                                  same time , 

                            because then you don õt have a leg 

                                            to stand on . 
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