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Of the things
we think, say
or do:
Is it the truth?
Is it fair to all
concerned?
Will it build
goodwill and
better
friendship?
Will it be
beneficial to all
concerned?
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ASSIGNMENTS
GREETERS
December, 2021 – Dallas Woodall
January, 2022 – Kristin Carpenter
REGISTRATION
December, 2021 – Teri Surin
January, 2022 – Ray Sinchak
INVOCATION
December, 2021 – Denise May
January, 2022 – Lisa Taddei
FELLOWSHIP
December, 2021 – Denise May
January, 2022 – Lisa Taddei
MAGAZINE REPORT
December, 2021 – Nigel Newman
January, 2022 – Andy Bednar

SPEAKERS
12/15/21 – Dr. Holly Maggiano, Neurologist
12/22/21 - Santa

Areas of
Focus
Peace & Conflict
Prevention/
Resolution
Disease
Prevention &
Treatment
Water &
Sanitation
Maternal & Child
Health
Basic Education &
Literacy
Economic &
Community
Development
The Environment

In lieu of Fellowship this week, Andy Bednar introduced a new
segment that will be added to our meeting agenda at least once a
month. He assured everyone that we will have “A Whirl of Fun”!
Here’s how it will work: In some fun and creative fashion, a
member will be chosen to play. We will spin a game wheel, much
like the one pictured above, and the chosen member will be asked
to do one of the following:
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HAPPY BUCK – Give a Happy Buck at the end of the meeting.
However, it cannot be for the speaker of the day.
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BOOK – Share your favorite book and tell us why you like it.
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RECIPE – Share your favorite easy-to-make recipe.
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MEMORY – Tell us a good Rotary memory.
YOU’RE GREAT! – Tell someone in attendance why you think
they’re great!

This week, Diane Sauer had the honor of being our first
“Whirl of Fun” contestant! The wheel landed on “Happy Buck”.
Read on to see what her Happy Buck entailed.
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THE ROTARY CLUB OF WARREN BOARD OF DIRECTORS will meet
on Wednesday, December 22nd at Café 422 immediately following our
weekly club meeting.
THE DICTIONARY PROJECT for this year has been completed!
Third and Fourth Graders in the Warren City and Parochial Schools
each received a new dictionary. Many thanks to Ted Stazak, Chris
Shape, Teri Surin, Ray Sinchack, Tony Iannucci, and Christine
Cope for helping to label and deliver the books.
OUR CLUB STORAGE UNIT has been emptied and dispensed with.
The majority of items were paper products, such as Styrofoam cups
and trays, which were donated to the Warren Family Mission.
MARK YOUR CALENDARS: There will be no club meeting on
Wednesday, December 29th. This will allow all of our members to
enjoy time with their families and friends during the Holiday Season.
JOIN US THIS COMING WEDNESDAY!! On December 15th, we’ll
be treated to holiday music performed by singers from Howland
School District.
MEETING REFRESHMENTS: If you are partaking in bread, coffee,
or other drinks, including water, please pay at least $2 to help
defray the cost. You can ask our server, Michelle, for a bill and
the specific amount that you owe. Thank You!

Judy Masaki

Best wishes to Kenneth Bauer who is celebrating his
birthday this month!
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Each month, “Member Spotlight”
allows us to get to know one of our
Rotarians a little better. Kim
Straniak interviewed Club Secretary,
Judy Masaki, this week. Here are
her responses to a few questions:
* How many languages do you speak?
English and sort of Polish. If
something is written in Polish, I
can pronounce it pretty fluently,
but I would probably have no idea
what it says. However, when my
maternal grandmother was still
alive, I knew enough to understand
the gist of what she said to me
in her native language.
* What’s the most interesting thing
you can see out of your office or
kitchen window?
Outside of our kitchen window, we have several bird feeders.
Lots of cool birds visit our feeders, including Gold Finches,
Cardinals, and a variety of different Woodpeckers.
* Would you rather vacation in Hawaii or Alaska, and why?
Today, Hawaii (it was really cold last Wednesday), but
ordinarily Alaska. My husband, son and I have been to Alaska
twice – once on a cruise through the Inside Passage and the second
time on a Cruise-Tour, when we got to go farther inland. It’s a
beautiful part of the country with amazing scenery and interesting
culture. I’d go back in a heartbeat!
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President Christine Cope has spoken with us several times about
Operation Pollination, and there’s a lot going on with the movement.
Below is some recent news and additional websites that you can visit to
learn more information:
Operation Pollination is an emerging global effort that engages you and
your partners in pollinator habitat restoration, preservation and
education. By joining, you and your partners will make a difference in
support of the environment. “Never doubt that a small group of
thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it’s the
only thing that ever has.” -Margaret Mead
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NATIONAL POLLINATOR WEEK: The United States Senate
unanimously approved the designation of a week in June as National
Pollinator Week “to celebrate pollinators and spread the word about
what “you can do to protect them.” Groups in the USA are encouraged
to participate in National Pollinator Week.
BEE THE CHANGE FOR POLLINATORS
To Join Operation Pollination, visit:
https://operationpollination.net
June 20-26, 2022

“I haven’t seen a monarch every day, but
every day I see the people that can help
them”. -Sara Dykman, Bicycling With
Butterflies

WEBSITES
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Science based advice for insect
protection https://xerces.org
Making cities safer for
pollinators
https://beecityusa.org

NATIONAL HERITAGE AREA
OPERATION POLLINATION
EFFORTS
Arabia Mountain
http://arabiaalliance.org/uncategor
ized/operation-pollination/

Create a garden that helps
wildlife: Enter zip code
https://nwf.org/GardenForWildlife

Blackstone River Valley
https://blackstoneheritagecorridor.
org/wpcontent/uploads/2019/05/Pollinato
r-Resolution_BHC.pdf

Promote the health of
pollinators http://
pollinatorpartnership.org

MotorCities
https://www.motorcities.
org/pollinator-pledge

Partnering to conserve the
Monarch Butterfly migration
https://
monarchjointventure.org

Muscle Shoals
http://msnha.una.edu/operationpollination/

School pollinator garden with
STEM and multicultural
components https://
monarchsisterschools.org

For more information on
National Pollinator Week:
https://www.pollinator.
org/pollinator-week

FOR A PROGRAM AND
MORE INFORMATION
PLEASE CONTACT:
chris_stein@nps.gov
(402) 881-1387

Northern Plains
http://www.northernplainsheritage
.org/
Schuylkill River
https://schuylkillriver.org/
programs-projects/operationpollination/
Silos and Smokestacks
https://www.silosandsmokestacks.
org/project-pollinator/
Upper Housatonic
https://housatonicheritage.
org/heritage-programs/
housatonic-heritage-operationpollination/

NATIONAL HERITAGE AREAS (NHAs)
There are 55 NHAs across the United States. Perhaps
there is an NHA near you?
(https://www.nps.gov/ subjects/heritageareas)
Consider partnering with your NHA to help protect
pollinators.
”Working together, all ships will rise.”

PROGRAM:
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JULIA WIKE
A PERSONAL JOURNEY
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Warren Rotarian Julia Wike has a
traumatic history but has found the
faith and strength to overcome her
challenges and give back to the community
in numerous ways. She has worked as a
Social Worker with the MRDD population,
having a positive impact on individuals
with disabilities. She has done a
significant amount of work in the
community with the homeless, and has
served as a pastor. She is currently
Director of the Basement Outreach
Ministries. Julia shared her personal
story that led her to community
service at our most recent meeting.
Julia was raised in a typical family
home, but she described herself as having
been “rebellious”. She ended up homeless
and addicted to drugs, and she had two children who she chose to give up
in order to allow them to have a better life. The grief and pain that she
experienced as a result of these challenges caused her to turn to alcohol.
At the age of 26, she cried out to God, asking Him to save her if He was
real. A man, whom she did not know and has never seen since, found her
on the streets and drove her to a hospital in Butler, PA. There, Julia got
the help that she needed and developed a passion to know God better.
Following treatment, Julia went to college and graduated at the top of
her class. She then went on to earn her Master’s Degree and worked in
the Mental Health field with foster children and individuals with disabilities.
She later founded Basement Ministries, an organization which at that time
consisted of four people working the streets to serve others.
In 2011, Julia began to not feel well. Her writing was off, she was
losing her hearing, and felt “mixed up”. A large tumor was discovered at
the base of her brain. Within two weeks, she was hospitalized with a poor
prognosis, and was advised to get her affairs in order.
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Yet, since that time, Julia has recovered from two brain surgeries and
is still here! She was able to see her son graduate and get married.
Basement Ministries was hit hard by COVID, but they continue to serve.
And Julia was a recent recipient of the Athena Award.
Julia attributes her success to her faith. She indicated that she is
thankful for her ability to live. In fact, she stated, “I’m thankful every
day for the breath I breathe.” She believes that “when we give to
others, we die to ourselves”, and she simply tries to walk in self-less love.
That is why being a Rotarian brings her such joy. When she is able to
attend meetings, she enters and leaves with a smile on her face, because
she has a passion for Rotary’s work, both overseas and locally.
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Thank you, Julia, for sharing your story and for your lesson in kindness
and gratitude!
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This week, the Grand Jackpot totaled $193.
Congratulations to Daily Winner and Winner of the Grand Jackpot,
Dallas Woodall!!

HAPPY BUCKS
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*** Diane Sauer offered a Happy Buck in honor of her granddaughter
Charlotte’s 1st Birthday, and for Pastor Julia – the world is a better place
thanks to her service.
*** Dallas Woodall offered a Happy Buck in honor of the “marvelous turnaround of Julia’s life”. He was also happy about winning the Grand
Jackpot. Finally, he shared the following item that he found while getting
his Christmas decorations out - a calendar featuring a photo of Dallas at
the 1994 District Conference held at Atwood Lake when he was District
Governor-Elect. Priceless!!
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*** Chris Shape recently got to celebrate the 90th anniversary of Warren
Steel Specialties, as well as his father’s 90th birthday! And his Steelers
beat the Ravens!
*** Julia Wetstein offered a Happy Buck in honor of Pastor Julia, and in
the spirit of good sportsmanship, she acknowledged that YSU beat her

almamater
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alma mater, Southern Illinois. Go ‘Guins!
*** Ted Stazak added that YSU beat Southern Illinois on their home
turf! He was also happy about the Boy Scouts’ popcorn delivery, and
thankful for Julia Wike’s presentation.
*** Bob Hoy offered a Happy Buck for Julia Wike. He also honored
Harold Hodie Ryther, a friend from the USS Oklahoma who was a guest
at the commemoration of Pearl Harbor Day on December 7th. Harold was
Director of the USS Oklahoma Remains Preservation Project.
Identification of the remains from those lost on the USS Oklahoma in
the early morning hours of December 7, 1941 was the first successful
completion of a project of this scope and complexity.
*** Tom Baker offered a Happy Buck for Julia Wike and for his second
grandchild, Penelope Rose.
*** Marilyn Pape offered a Happy Buck for Julia Wike and for the
individual who rescued her.
*** Rob Berk offered a Happy Buck for Julia Wike and for Tom Baker’s
heartfelt tribute to her. He also announced his son Jaden’s birthday and
asked those who know him to send a text or email to him, especially his
girlfriend, Cheryl!
*** Tony Iannucci offered a Happy Buck for all of Julia Wike’s good work
in the community.
*** Christine Cope was thankful for: Julia’s willingness to share her
story; Andy Bednar’s willingness to share his artwork last week and his
creativity in coming up with the “Whirl of Fun”; our ability to continue to
meet in-person and remain healthy; and for Kim Straniak’s willingness to
fill in at the last minute for Invocation.

O
T

THOUGH FOR THE DAY

A
R
Y

“If you are humble,
nothing will touch you,
neither praise nor disgrace,
because you know who you are.”
- Mother Teresa

