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Rotary Motto 

 
Service Above 

Self 
 

4-Way Test 

 
Of the things 
we think, say 

or do:                         
 

Is it the truth? 
 

Is it fair to all 
concerned? 

 
Will it build 
goodwill and 

better 
friendship? 

 
Will it be 

beneficial to all 
concerned? 

 
Avenues of 

Service 

 
Club Service 

 
Vocational 

Service 
 

Community 
Service 

 
International 

Service 
 

Youth Service 
 

ASSIGNMENTS 

 
GREETERS 

February, 2024 – Terra O’Brien 

March, 2024 – Dallas Woodall  

 

REGISTRATION 

February, 2024 – Don Powers & Ray Sinchak 

March, 2024 – Barry Dunaway & Ray Sinchak 

 

INVOCATION 

February, 2024 – Joni Gawne 

March, 2024 – Janet Schweitzer 

 

FELLOWSHIP (1st & 3rd Wed.) & MAGAZINE REPORT (2nd Wed.) 

February, 2024 – Ted Stazak  

March, 2024 – Judy Masaki 

 

CAREER AWARENESS (4th Wed. of the Month) 

February, 2024 – To Be Announced 

March, 2024 – To Be Announced 

 

SPEAKERS 

2/7/24 – Scott Ryan, Ohio Dept. of Development 

2/14/24 – Mike Wilson, President McKinley 

2/21/24 – Rob Berk, Bill Beinecke & Ken LaPolla, Slice of the Valley 

2/28/24 – Sheriff Paul Monroe, Trumbull County Sheriff’s Dept. 

3/6/24 – Social Event/No Meeting at Trumbull Country Club 

3/13/24 – Nat Mazur, All About the Paws 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

ROTARY NOTES 
 
 

A publication of the Rotary Club of Warren 
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Areas of 

Focus   
Peace & Conflict 

Prevention/ 
Resolution 

 
Disease 

Prevention & 
Treatment 

 
Water & 

Sanitation 
 

Maternal & Child 
Health 

 
Basic Education & 

Literacy 
 

Economic & 
Community 

Development 
 

The Environment 

 
Club Officers  

President 
Ken LaPolla 

 
President Elect 
Cindy Matheson 

 
Vice-President 
Tony Iannucci 

 
Secretary 

Judy Masaki 
 

Treasurer 
Cheryl Oblinger 

 
Assistant 
Treasurer 

Mike Bollas 
 

Past President 
Ted Stazak 

 
 

Board Members 
    Bill Beinecke 
  Lauren Kramer 

Marilyn Pape 
John Perdue 

Lorilyn Shandor 
Julia Wetstein 

 

 

 
 

 

                                            

 

     In keeping with the purpose of this week’s 

meeting, Denise May offered the following Prayer 

for Unity: 

 

God of peace, we invite You to preside over this 

meeting.  Even if we have different opinions, give us 

unity of spirit.  Help us to each listen politely as 

others share their points of view.  Help us to work as 

a unified team in combining ideas for a great 

outcome.  Help us to work as a whole, rather than 

as individuals trying to promote their own 

agendas.  May we have a spirit of camaraderie in 

this room and work together on our shared mission 

of Rotary.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

      

       

 

 
                                                          

 

 



 

 

  

 

 

W 

 

A 

 

R 

 

R 

 

E 

 

ZN 

 

 

R 

 

O 

 

T 

 

A 

 

R 

 

Y 

 
 

       

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

           

                                                          

                                                       

                                                                         
 

           

 

                                                          

 

                                                          

                             

                                                        

                                                        
                                         

 

 

Rotary Club 

Foundation 

Board 
 
 

President 
Ted Stazak 

 
Vice-President 
Tony Iannucci 

 
Secretary 

Judy Masaki 
 

Treasurer 
Cheryl Oblinger 

 
Andy Bednar 
Ken LaPolla 
Denise May 

Kim Straniak 
 

 
 

Contact us at: 
Rotary Club of 

Warren 
P.O. Box 68 
Warren, OH  

44482 
 
 

 
 

Our Website: 
Warrenrotary.org 

 
 
 
 

 
If you have any  

suggestions 

about our 

newsletter, or if 

you would like 

to become a 

sponsor, please  

 

contact: 

 

Judy Masaki 
 

     Past-President Ted Stazak had the privilege of presenting our 

club’s next Paul Harris Fellow recognition to President-Elect Cindy 

Matheson.  Cindy indicated that Rotary has become so important to 

her – like a second family.   As a businesswoman, she originally joined 

Rotary for networking purposes.  However, since that time, Rotary’s 

mission and the impact that Rotary makes globally and in our own 

community has touched her heart. At the conclusion of Ted’s 

presentation, Cindy stated, “I’m honored and privileged to be a Paul 

Harris Fellow!”    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 
 

PAUL HARRIS FELLOW AWARD 
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MEMBERSHIP RECRUITMENT:  Invite a friend or colleague to Rotary!  Any 

current member who brings a new member into the club will receive a 

Rotary license plate frame for their car! 

WE HAVE A NEW FACEBOOK PAGE!!  Be sure to share and “like” us at: 
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100090246039722&mibextid=LQQJ4d    

If you can’t make it to our meetings at Trumbull Country Club in person, 

join us via Facebook Live!    

THE ROTARY CLUB OF WARREN WILL NOW BE OFFERING MEMBERSHIP 

SCHOLARSHIPS!  An information sheet and application can be found on the 

home page of our website:  www.warrenrotary.org. 

END OF THE YEAR AWARDS:  With Rotary Year 2023 – 24 half over, the 

Board of Directors is beginning to plan ahead for end of the year awards.  

If you have suggestions of candidates for the Lester R. Stauffer 

Community Award, please forward the individual’s name and a short 

narrative about why you are nominating him/her to President Ken LaPolla or 

Secretary Judy Masaki.  This award is named for long-time Warren 

Rotarian and Past District Governor Lester R. Stauffer.  The award 

recognizes a non-Rotarian for his or her outstanding volunteer service (not 

vocational success or prominence) rendered to our community. 

CAREER AWARENESS DAY has been put on hold due to logistical concerns 

at Harding High School.  If you would like to participate by sharing 

information about your field of work with the students, please contact Tony 

Iannucci.  Those wishing to participate will be informed when the event is 

rescheduled. 

A GUEST SPEAKER FROM THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF DEVELOPMENT 

will be joining us at our next meeting on February 7th.  Please let Cindy 

Matheson know if you are bringing guests to the meeting so that we can get 

an accurate count for seating. 
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DICTIONARY PROJECT:  105 Dictionaries were delivered to Summit 

Academy, STEAM Academy and Kennedy Catholic on January 29th. Many 

thanks to Tony Iannucci and Ray Sinchak for taking care of the 

distribution and sharing the love of books with our community’s children. 
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TRUMBULL COUNTRY CLUB HAS A NEW CHEF!   

President Ken LaPolla introduced us to Chef Chad 

at our January 31st meeting.  Chad is a Howland  

High School graduate and currently resides in  

Boardman.  He received his training at Johnson 

 and Wales University.  He and his team are  

excited to be making TCC a diamond rated  

eating establishment. 

YOUNGSTOWN ROTARIAN DAVID 

STILLWAGON has been named Rotary District 

6650’s District Governor Nominee Designate 

(i.e  DG, Rotary Year 2026-2027).  David is 

currently CEO of Community Corrections 

Association, Inc., a non-profit organization that 

operates halfway houses, a correctional facility, 

day reporting program, intensive outpatient programming, a GPS 

monitoring house arrest program, and the Mahoning County Adult 

Probation Department.  David graduated from Kent State University with 

a BA in justice studies and from Youngstown State University with a 

Master’s in business administration. 

THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION has posted a video on 

YouTube titled TRU SR 46/SR 82 Diverging Diamond Interchange.  Check 

it out if you are interested in learning more about our local interchange 

rehabilitation. 

THE 2024 RYLA CONFERENCE will be held February 9th through 

February 11th at the Waypoint Marriott at Westford Place in Canfield, 

Ohio.  Our club is sponsoring three students. 

THE NORTH CANTON ROTARY CHILI OPEN will be held on Saturday, 

February 24, 2024 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.at Arrowhead Golf Club (1500 

Rogwin Circle, North Canton).  Tickets are $15.  For more information, 

visit:  www.rotarychiliopen.com 

PETS TRAINING:  President Elect Cindy Matheson and Vice-President 

YTony Iannucci will attend this year’s All Ohio training for Rotary Club 

President-Elects in Columbus, Friday, March 15th and Saturday, March 

16th. 

OHIO P.E.T. PROJECT – The five RI Ohio District Governors are 

partnering with and fundraising for “On Our Sleeves”, a non-profit 

organization committed to breaking stigmas and helping families talk 

about mental health issues with their children.  On Our Sleeves designed 

a custom made kindness kit for teachers to use in their classrooms, and 

they are free to teachers who request them.  For a gift of $25, you 

can provide resources for one classroom to encourage children to build a 

kinder world together.  You can donate at:  www.onoursleeves.org   
 

 

http://www.rotarychiliopen.com/
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SAVE THE DATE:  Join the Sugarcreek Rotary Club for their Annual 

Pancake Meal Fundraiser and Health Screening on March 22, 2024 at 

Garaway Belden Community Center (221 Dover Road, NW, Sugarcreek, 

OH).  More details will be available soon. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:  Our 2024 Slice of the Valley Pizza 

Challenge will be here before you know it!  Due to unforeseen 

circumstances, the date has been changed to April 7th.  We’ll need as 

many Rotarians as possible to volunteer at the event in order to make it 

a success.  Stay tuned for more details!! 

THE 2024 ROTARY INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION will be held 

5/25/24 through 5/29/24 in Singapore, “the Garden City”.  You can 

attend inspiring breakout sessions, exchange ideas about service 

projects, and make meaningful connections with global individuals.  

Register today @ convention.rotary.org.  This year’s theme is “Sharing 

Hope with the World”.   
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

      

 

   

 

 
CLUB FORUM 

     We’ve made it through half of another Rotary Year, and this week, 

President Ken LaPolla led Warren Rotarians in discussion about where we go 

from here.  Two points of conversation regarding membership included 

recruiting and retention.  The following is a list of suggestions generated 

by our club members. 

 

MEMBERSHIP RECRUITMENT: 

1. Develop brochures and business cards that can be handed out when 

holding a conversation about Rotary with interested parties. 

2. Reach out to the Small Business Association and the Chamber of 

Commerce for potential members. 

3. Post information about club meetings and events in church 

newsletters and bulletins. 

4. Also tap into other large organizations like local universities and 

hospitals. 
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   5. Look at our list of classifications and see what business areas are  

      missing in our membership. 

   6. Emphasize the far reach of Rotary when talking with others. 

   7. Recognize a “Student of the Month” at our local schools. 

 

MEMBERSHIP RETENTION: 

1. Hold fireside chats and educational presentations with new 

members. 

2. Make sure our programs are fun and entertaining. 

3. Emphasize that fellowship and community are important aspects of 

Rotary. 

4. Hold social events. 

5. Develop a mentorship program. 

6. Hold exit interviews/follow up with members who leave us to learn 

what we could have done better. 

7. Get new members involved in a committee right away. 

8. Encourage members to sit at a different table every week in order 

to get to know others. 

9. Develop a new segment of our meetings, highlighting something that 

Rotary has accomplished, why we have certain traditions, etc. 

10.Increase our presence on social media; send out press releases 

when we get a new member. 

 

 

John Perdue has been asked to spearhead our search for potential 

members in the community.  If you have suggestions of any individuals 

or organizations that we can reach out to, contact John.   

 

In addition, a list of current committees is available for your review.  

If you want to become a member of a certain committee, contact 

President Ken LaPolla. 
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                               This week, the Grand Jackpot totaled $186. 

                                                             Congratulations to Daily Winner Don Powers!! 

 

 

                         H                            HAPPY BUCKS 
  

  

 

 

 

 

   

                               *** Don Powers was a happy winner! 

                     *** Ted Stazak offered a Happy Buck for our newest Paul Harris Fellow.  

                               *** Denise May was glad to be back with us.  She thanked those who  

                     subbed for her during invocation. 

                     *** Tony Iannucci said the Dictionary Project was a wonderful  

                     experience!  He also offered kudos to Mr. Chiaro and the Warren City  

                     School District.  All of their schools are in good standing academically! 

                     *** Cindy Matheson is grateful for her PHF Award.  She would love to  

                     see all Warren Rotarians become Paul Harris Fellows!  She was glad to  

                     see Joni Gawne back after dealing with some health issues.  She is also  

                     thankful for all the prayers offered for her Mom; Mom is doing much  

                     better! 

                     *** Ben Kulper was glad to be at our meeting.  He also offered us a  

                     little lesson on the meaning of “turn coat”.  Up until the mid-19th  

                     century, if soldiers wanted to join the other side, they wore their coat  

                     inside out and walked with their hands up. 

                     *** Julia Wetstein congratulated Cindy on her PHF recognition. 

                     *** Joni Gawne was glad to be back and happy for our newest PHF. 

                     *** Ken LaPolla offered a happy buck in honor of Cindy’s PHF Award.   

                     He thanked everyone for their input during our club forum.  And he’s  

                     glad both Cindy and Tony Iannucci are going to PETS this year!  
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                      TRIPLE JACKPOT 

 

 


