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Of the things
we think, say
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Is it the truth?
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Is it fair to all
concerned?
Will it build
goodwill and
better
friendship?
Will it be
beneficial to all
concerned?
Avenues of
Service

Club Service
Vocational
Service
Community
Service
International
Service
Youth Service

ASSIGNMENTS

GREETERS
July, 2022 – To Be Announced
August, 2022 – To Be Announced
REGISTRATION
July, 2022 – To Be Announced
August, 2022 – To Be Announced
INVOCATION
July, 2022 – Patti Augustine
August, 2022 – Diane Sauer
FELLOWSHIP
July, 2022 – Ken LaPolla
August, 2022 – John Campolito
MAGAZINE REPORT
July, 2022 – Andy Bednar
August, 2022 – Denise May
SPEAKERS
6/22/22 – Tour of the Fountain on Courthouse Square
6/29/22 – No Meeting

Areas of
Focus
Peace & Conflict
Prevention/
Resolution
Disease
Prevention &
Treatment
Water &
Sanitation
Maternal & Child
Health

Let us pray.

Basic Education &
Literacy

There are currently four Rotary International Strategic
Priorities and Objectives: to increase our impact, to expand
our reach, to enhance participant engagement, and to
increase our ability to adapt.
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As the Rotary Club of Warren reflects on our
accomplishments and our focus this past year, not only
have we accomplished much of those objectives, but we are
also reminded of the parallels we have to the mission of the
Rotary Foundation which is to help “Rotary members
advance world understanding, goodwill, and peace by
improving health, providing quality education, improving
the environment, and alleviating poverty.”
As inhabitants of this earth, we are each given the
opportunity to marvel in its wonder, share in its beauty,
and benefit from its abundance.
And as Rotarians, we have each pledged a responsibility to
preserve its impact, sustain its spectacle, and maintain its
resources for generations to come.
This evening and always, let us show pride in our service to
the world and its environment, while spreading peace,
understanding, and Rotary fellowship.
Amen.

(Offered by Andy Bednar)
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The Rotary Club of Warren’s 2022 President’s Night was
heralded in by entertainment provided by a quartet of singers: Van
Nelson, Eric Brown, Nathan DeFoor and Siddell Bundy. Van has a
history with the Cafaro Company and is also an officer on the Board
of Directors of the United Way of Trumbull County.
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President Christine Cope remarked that she chose What a
Wonderful World as her signature song for the evening “because
despite all the bad stuff that goes on, it really is a wonderful world.
And that has really been a consistent theme in my Rotary Year. The
world really is a wonderful place, and it is worth protecting.”
With that in mind, Christine introduced our keynote speaker.
The company they represent is a great example of how we can
create jobs, contribute in a positive way to the economy and
protect and care for the environment. They spoke to all present
about how battery cells are an important step away from fossil
fuels, wetland mitigation and even a pollinator garden!

L
If you have any
suggestions about J
our newsletter, or
if you would like to
become a sponsor,
please contact:

Judy Masaki

plants in Lo

Ryan Miely is a Lead Engineer
at Ultium Cells, a joint venture
between LG Energy Solutions
and General Motors that will
mass-produce battery cells for
electric vehicles at three
facilities in the United States.
The facilities currently include
battery plants in Lordstown,
Ohio; Lansing Michigan; and
Spring Hills, Tennessee, with a
fourth plant in the works.
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Ultium has invested $2.3 million to support EV Manufacturing in the U.S.,
local jobs, education, career training, and infrastructure.
The Lordstown facility began construction in March, 2020 and has since
worked with Youngstown State University to bring in training. Production is
set to begin in August, 2022, creating 1,300 new high tech jobs in the area.
They plan to gain certification in 2024, once standard operations begin.
Ultium technology is so unique that it can contain either vertically- or
horizontally-stacked cells to integrate into vehicle design of every shape and
size, with digital programming as its innovative feature. The heart of the
system is a pouch-type lithium-ion cell. The batteries will last between
150,000 and 250,000 miles, offer a more comfortable ride, and push the
limits of ethical sourcing of high-quality raw materials while reducing costs.
Ultium is committed to zero-emission propulsion on a global scale. Their
structured Environmental Management Program will allow the plant to
establish, monitor and improve environmental objectives for waste
reduction targets, energy/water goals, and compliance. A natural storm
water system will not use hardscape designs and will allow for natural low
drainage points, consideration of vegetation and water filtration. They are
also partnering with a recycler to recover battery grade materials to be
reintroduced into the market. 90% of waster will be diverted from landfill,
incineration and waste-to-energy disposal means.
A wetland mitigation project has been completed in partnership with The
Storm and Wetlands Foundation, EPA Division of Wildlife, U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, and GM Eco-Restorers. Over 172 acres of wetland within the
Mosquito Creek Refuge was restored. The forested area was restored to its
pre-agricultural conditions. Benefits to the environment include water
quality and habitat diversity.
A Wildlife at Work Program is currently being planned to enhance existing
nature at the facility with the Wildlife Habitat Council, including creation of a
Pollinator Garden and Birds’ Nests to promote a health ecosystem for the
existing wildlife in the local area.
The Ultium staff have taken part in environmental community
engagement through Lordstown Park and Lordstown Schools clean-up,
volunteer activities through United Way, and landscape work and painting
for local homes. They are looking to further actively participate in the
community through adopt-a-road projects and school partnerships for STEM
events.

ROTARY YEAR 2021- 2022
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Christine summarized her favorite highlights of her Rotary Year:
“We started the Rotary Year at the Medici. I had many reasons to want to go
there. One was the Norman Rockwell American Scout Collection. But another
was that I thought Andy Bednar’s award-winning painting would be on display.
I was wrong! It was at the Butler in Youngstown! But in December of 2021, we
got to see his artwork on full display when we had a special meeting of the
Christmas Season at the Robins Theatre. This was one of my favorite meetings
of the year with music from the Philharmonic Orchestra and Rotarians’
artwork and talents on display. Later that month, we were treated with the
musical talents of the Howland High School Choir singing Christmas carols.
In between, we spent a very wet and muddy meeting at Clover Recycling,
learning all about how and what we can recycle. (As a side note, just a couple
of weeks before, Ultium Cells was there volunteering for United Way and did a
massive clean-up.)
Recently, we traveled to France through the beautiful photos of Janet and
Fred Schweitzer. We heard the compelling story of fortitude and faith from
Julia Wike. And we had a special presentation at The Upton House.
We heard of great humanitarian efforts for Ukranians from George Hays in
Prague and the humor and struggles of Carolyn Andrews from her time in
Ukraine. And we even heard from a fellow Rotarian in Uganda via Zoom.
Thank you technology!
We will end our year of programs at the beautiful Fountain on Courthouse
Square in downtown Warren, a tribute to Andy and all his work in our
Centennial Year.
Throughout the year, we went down memory lane with Barry Dunaway’s
profiles of past Rotarians, and we highlighted current Rotarians with Kim
Straniak’s “Membership Spotlight” and Andy’s “Whirl of Fun”.
In March, we ALL came together for Slice of the Valley and raised over
$60,000. We had a record-breaking event in a beautiful new venue.
All together this year, we will have given over $75,000 to 22 organizations,
all serving Trumbull County, with the exception of the Red Cross for muchneeded Ukraine relief.
We gave Freddy Bears to St. Joe’s for kids in the Emergency Room,
dictionaries to local students, Toys for Tots, and coats to those in need.
In 2019, when I was Vice-President, I remember telling Andy that I planned
to focus on membership in my year. And since great minds think alike,
Dominic Mararri decided he would focus on membership in his year – 2020.
Neither of us knew what an impact the pandemic would have. So in 2021,
realizing we needed to reset, I pivoted and decided to focus on bringing the
club back together and getting to know one another a little better. That was
the number one goal. And I think we accomplished that. Attendance is up.
From my perspective, people are enthused. That is great news! And I want to
say it one more time – it is the quality of our members, not the quantity.
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And as luck would have it, Rotary needed a new focus area right before my
year – the environment. I want to thank everyone for indulging my passion for
wildlife, photography and the environment. Every week, I tried to provide
historical context, a quote, or current news and projects related to Rotary’s
new focus. Out of this focus came Operation Pollination, a massive effort of
Rotarians and others to increase the population of pollinators. Last weekend,
we planted a beautiful pollinator garden at the Animal Welfare League, and
this accomplishment will be shared at the District Conference.”

AWARDS
Christine next moved on to the Awards and recognition part of the evening:
First, I want to thank the Cafaros – their support of the Foundation and Slice
of the Valley, their offer of the Scrapper’s loge for fellowship, and their
sponsorship of tonight’s event. We all know Tony, who in the past has been
recognized as a distinguished Rotarian, and this year he shared a book about
his father, soon to be available at Boscov’s and BAM. I have also gotten to
know Phyllis a little. Not only is she a smart business woman and generous
philanthropist, but she is genuine and passionate about the causes she
supports. Thank you for being here and for your generosity.”
Kim Straniak had the pleasure of introducing our recipient of the first
award of the evening:
“THE LESTER R. STAUFFER COMMUNITY AWARD recognizes a non-Rotarian.
We recognize this person (not because of their vocational success or
prominence) but for his or her outstanding volunteer service rendered to our
community. The award was named for long-time Warren Rotarian and past
district governor, Lester R. Stauffer. He was a Rotarian for more than 60 years
and never missed a meeting! He dedicated his life to serving the community
and making a positive difference. So, when considering nominations for the
Les Stauffer award, we ask ourselves: What makes this individual stand out
above all others in volunteerism and community service?
This year our Les Stauffer award is for a remarkable woman who still
attends more meetings in a week than many of us do in a month. She has been
retired for a few years now, but retirement doesn’t stop her from caring about
making our community a better place and putting in the work that may
involve.
Elizabeth Cole-Clark is a retired teacher. For many years she taught history
for Howland School District. She continues educating the public by lecturing
on various subjects at schools and community events. ‘I've been teaching all
of my life," she said. "It's what I do and a big part of who I am.’
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She started a docent training program for the Henry Bishop Perkins Mansion
in Warren, which now serves as City Hall. Over the years, she has scheduled
various events including the Victorian Walk along Millionaire's Row and
Storytime with Mrs. Claus at the Upton House. Through the years Liz has spent
countless hours stuffing envelopes, folding brochures, greeting people, handing
out programs, selecting speakers for events and planning activities.
Liz has been honored by Ohio Magazine and won the Valley Legacy Award. She
has taught Sunday school and taken youth on domestic mission trips. You may
see her at a Trumbull 100 meeting or many other local community meetings.
Our Ohio Statehouse showcased Women’s History Month in 2014. Liz Clark –
was a special guest who gave a talk on the Ohio women’s suffragette movement
and Harriet Taylor Upton’s involvement at that event.
Through her active membership in the Upton Association, she promoted the
importance of Harriet Taylor Upton in the fight for women's rights, leading to
the establishment of the "Women's Park" on Mahoning Avenue. In fact, just a
little over a month ago, at an Upton Association meeting Liz Clark was their
speaker and enthralled her audience with her knowledge about the lives of Lou
and Herbert Hoover and what an amazing couple they were!
Liz Clark is a busy woman. She makes our community a better place and she
doesn’t have plans of slowing down anytime soon. She was quoted in an article
over 10 years ago – saying - "No matter what happens in life you have to keep
going," "You have to keep moving. You have to keep living. If your mind stops,
you stop. You have to keep your brain alive, so it keeps you alive. That mindset
and practice is still so true of Liz. Tonight, we are honored to present the Lester
R. Stauffer award a very special woman.”
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Next is THE DISTINGUISHED ROTARIAN AWARD. According to Christine
Cope, this year’s winner has “lead by example. He never gets flustered, is
always calm, has good ideas and gives good advice. He’s pragmatic, and I like
that. To those things that he commits, he gives his all. He has been
instrumental behind the scenes for Slice of the Valley and willing to go over
and above to make it a success. I asked him at the beginning of of the year if he
would be at the meetings, and he came through.” Congratulations to the 2022
Distinguished Rotarian, John Perdue!
This year’s ROTARIAN OF THE YEAR really stepped up! When asked to do
something, he never said, “No”, whether it be greeting, running registration
and Triple Jackpot, or setting up for meetings. He always arrives early, and
has helped out with every club project. He described our meetings as “an
oasis”, and said that as long as he is able, he’ll be around. The 2022 Rotarian of
the Year is Ray Sinchak.
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Christine recognized Rob Berk as FUNDRAISING CHAMPION OF THE YEAR,
as well as a core group of individuals who led the troops at Slice of the Valley
for OUTSTANDING TEAM EFFORT. Bob Hoy, Bill Beinecke, Andy Bednar, Mike
Bollas, and Ken LaPolla organized the volunteers and headed up the
committees that made this year’s event the most successful in Warren Rotary
History.
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Finally, Christine introduced the 2021 – 2022 Board of Directors and
Foundation Board of Administrators, as well as incoming Board Members for
next year. She thanked Kim Straniak for being her “Right Hand Lady”
throughout the year.
In closing, she offered the following comments: “I want to thank you all for
stepping up for a great year. You worry that people may not support you but
you all came through in ways I wouldn’t have expected: Advice and wisdom
from Andy and Diane and Scott and Julia; the best newsletters and support
from Judy. Cheryl was there for me every time I called. Mike was always
stepping up. Julia Wike ALWAYS lifted me up. Patti, always a friend and
supporter. Ken, my partner in crime at Slice of the Valley; Ted, always in my
corner. It never went unnoticed.
Everyonje just did their part. Fellowship, Invocation, Magazine Report,
registration, set-up and tear-down, attendance, Slice of the Valley, speakers,
and songs. One of my favorites was all of us trying to sing Walking on
Sunshine. Julia wasn’t there that day.
I also want to thank you for your support of my nomination for the Athena
Award – Denise, Kim, Julia Wike, and Ryan attended.
It has been an amazing year. It has been a humbling and rewarding
experience. And letting go is a little bittersweet.
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Most of you know my history in banking and now at United Way. But I
have learned so much in Rotary – from Rotarians. I think Dom said something
very similar last year. I have so much respect for all of you – your integrity,
your talents, your commitment, your passion.
For this reason, I want to announce it here first. As part of our succession
plan at United Way Trumbull, I will be stepping up to the role of CEO as of July
1st. It will be a big challenge, but what I love about Rotary is how it has
instilled in me even the power of teamwork and working together. To being
open to one another. Because of this experience, I am a little less worried than
what I might have been.
I remember the advice that Dallas gave me at the beginning of the year. To
just be me. To do it my way. That is exactly what I have done.
And now with some regret, but complete joy and love for this process, I am
passing the President’s Pin over to Ted. So he can do it his way.”
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Join us back at Café 422 on July 6th to talk about Ted’s plan for Rotary Year
2022 – 2023!
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS: There will be no weekly club meeting on
Wednesday, June 29th.
REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN for the District 6650 Conference
which will be held on June 25th from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Barrette
Business and Community Center (Walsh University – 2020 East Maple
Street, North Canton, OH 44721). Registration is $50. Register
online at Eventbrite (search for Rotary 6650 District Conference 2022)
or by clicking on the following link:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/rotary-6650-district-conference2022-tickets-321732108397

SAVE THE DATE: On 6/22/22, The Rotary Club of Warren’s weekly
Noon meeting will be held at the Log Cabin in downtown Warren. We will
also tour the Fountain on Courthouse Square. A boxed lunch will be
provided.
THE ROTARY CLUB OF WARREN BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
ORIGINALLY HEDULED FOR JUNE 29th HAS BEEN CHANGED. The
meeting will now be held at Children’s Rehabilitation Center
(885 Howland-Wilson Rd., NE, Warren, OH, 44484) on Tuesday,
June 28th at Noon. We will be having lunch delivered by Panera. Please
let Judy Masaki know your menu choice no later than Friday, June 24th.
IT’S BASEBALL SEASON!! Warren Rotarians and guests will once again be
able to enjoy a Scrapper’s Game at Eastwood Field on 8/4/22. A sign-up
sheet will be circulated. Be sure to reserve your space.
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“The Best is Yet to Come.”
- From a Song by Frank Sinatra

