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Self
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Of the things
we think, say
or do:
Is it the truth?
Is it fair to all
concerned?
Will it build
goodwill and
better
friendship?
Will it be
beneficial to all
concerned?
Avenues of
Service

Club Service
Vocational
Service
Community
Service
International
Service

OCTOBER 6, 2021

ASSIGNMENTS
GREETERS
October, 2021 – Kim Straniak
November, 2021 – John Campolito
REGISTRATION
October, 2021 – Don Powers
November, 2021 – Mike Bollas

INVOCATION
October, 2021 – Andy Bednar
November, 2021 – Diane Sauer
FELLOWSHIP
October, 2021 – Ryan Fraelich
November, 2021 – Scott Lewis
MAGAZINE REPORT
October, 2021 – Denise May
November, 2021 – Diane Sauer

Youth Service
SPEAKERS
10/13/21 – Dr. Peter Sarkos, Reconstructive Plastic Surgery
10/20/21 – Guy Coviello, President
Youngstown/Warren Regional Chamber

Areas of
Focus
Peace & Conflict
Prevention/
Resolution
Disease
Prevention &
Treatment
Water &
Sanitation
Maternal & Child
Health
Basic Education &
Literacy
Economic &
Community
Development
The Environment

Club Officers
President
Christine Cope
President Elect
Ted Stazak

The FouTes
Vice-President
Ken LaPolla

Nearly 1.4 billion employed people live on less than $1.25
per day! This is the time of year when Rotarians use their
vocations to support economic and community development
and reduce poverty in underserved areas.
The work of Rotary begins in our own communities. We can
strengthen local entrepreneurs and leaders by:
* offering well-paying jobs to those who are starting their
careers
* assisting others in accessing financial management
institutions

Secretary
Judy Masaki

* talking about our vocations and getting to know each other
so we can work together professionally

Treasurer
Cheryl Oblinger

* always practicing ethical standards in business

Assistant
Treasurer
Mike Bollas

* inspiring others to behave ethically through words and
actions

Past President
Dominic Mararri

* being a mentor and training young professionals

Board Members
Bill Beinecke
Lauren Kramer
Scott Lewis
Marilyn Pape
Lisa Taddei
Julia Wetstein

* guiding and encouraging others in their professional
development

Rotary Club
Foundation
Board
President
To Be Elected
Vice-President
To Be Elected
Secretary
Judy Masaki
Treasurer
Cheryl Oblinger
Andy Bednar
Christine Cope
Jim Ditch
Ken LaPolla
Cindy Matheson
Kim Straniak

Contact us at:
Rotary Club of
Warren
P.O. Box 68
Warren, OH
44482

SAV

Our Website:
Warrenrotary.org

If you have any
suggestions
about our
newsletter, or if
you would like to
become a
sponsor, please
contact:

Judy Masaki

Dallas Woodall was
kind enough to fill in for
Fellowship this week.
He welcomed visiting
Rotarian Ken
McPhearson from the
Howland Club, as well as
Julius Oliver, an
entrepreneur in the
Niles/Warren area from
Kingly Xpress Services,
who was a guest of
Julia Wetstein.
He also extended
best wishes to Mark
Senkowitz who is
celebrating an October
birthday.
Dallas reported that he attended a recent Probate seminar
where participants were admonished for telling lawyer jokes.
However, he couldn’t resist sharing the following humorous story:
A lawyer and two friends, a Rabbi and a Hindu holy man, had
car trouble in the countryside and asked to spend the night with a
farmer.
The farmer said, “There might be a problem. You see, I only
have room for two to sleep; one of you must sleep in the barn.”
“No problem,” spoke the Rabbi. “My people wandered in the
desert for forty years. I am humble enough to sleep in the barn
for an evening.” With that he departed to the barn and the
others bedded down for the night.
Moments later a knock was heard at the door. The farmer
opened the door, and there stood the Rabbi from the barn.
“What’s wrong?” asked the farmer.
He replied, “I am grateful to you, but I can’t sleep in the
barn. There is a pig in the barn and my faith believes that is an
unclean animal.”
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His Hindu friend agreed to swap places with him. But a few minutes
later the same scene occurs. There is a knock on the door. “What’s
wrong, now?” the farmer asked.
The Hindu holy man replies, “I too am grateful for your helping us
out, but there is a cow in the barn and in my country cows are
considered sacred. I can’t sleep on holy ground!”
Well, that leaves only the lawyer to make the change. He grumbled
and complained, but went out to the barn. Moments later there was
another knock on the farmer’s door. Frustrated and tired, the farmer
opened the door, and there stood the pig and the cow.
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Several weeks ago, members of the Rotary Club of Warren toured
Clover Recycling Center. Shortly after, business picked up. The Director
of the Animal Welfare League began taking her recycling to the center.
Teams from The United Way and Lordstown Energy also helped clean up
the center’s grounds. Unfortunately, the gates to the grounds were
inadvertently left open, and the dog that belonged to the recycling
center’s owner either ran off or was stolen.
Please keep recycling, and look for Jenny’s dog!
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THE ROTARY CLUB OF WARREN’S WEEKLY 50/50 RAFFLE will be
resumed at meetings in the near future!
THE ROTARY INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION will be held
June 4, 2022 through June 8, 2022 in Houston, Texas. Register
from now until December 15th in order to take advantage of a
reduced rate. For more information, visit:
convention.rotary.org/houston
WORLD POLIO DAY IS OCTOBER 24th. Polio cases have been
reduced by 99.9% since Rotary’s first project to vaccinate children
in the Philippines in 1979. Rotarians have contributed more than
$2.1 billion and countless volunteer hours to protect nearly 3 billion
children in 122 countries. Today, polio remains endemic only in
Afghanistan and Pakistan. It’s crucial to continue working to keep
other countries polio-free. If eradication efforts stopped today,
within 10 years, polio could paralyze as many as 200,000 children
yearly. Thank you for your continued support!
OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY GOES OUT TO THE FAMILY OF
DENNIS JOHNSON. Denny passed away Friday, September 24th at
the age of 72. Memorial arrangements were private. A former
resident of Warren, Denny had made his home in Sarasota, FLA. for
the past 12 years. He worked for decades at the Robert H.
Roberts Memorial Home in Warren, becoming co-owner during the
last half of his career. He was President of the Rotary Club of
Warren from 1998-1999, and his accomplishments included being a
coordinator of the amphitheater project at Packard Park.

PRESENTATION OF PAUL HARRIS FELLOW AWARD
(In the words of Dallas Woodall)
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“Our newest Paul Harris Fellow is Judy Masaki, who performs her
duties so ably as our club secretary, does such as fine job with our
newsletter and also lends her musical talents to our group singing (or
whatever you want to call it). Editing our newsletter is no easy feat!
Fortunately, we have had a series of excellent newsletter editors in
this club and brought home prizes from our district conferences.
Unfortunately, we didn’t always get recognized for the quality of our
newsletter because it seemed that we would have won that recognition
with embarrassing frequency. However, year in and year out, our
newsletter is one of the best!
Judy, I have had such a ‘run’ of Paul Harris Fellows recently that
I am running out of originality. Therefore, I’m going to read some of
what The Rotary Foundation suggests. The late Danny White once did
a most eloquent presentation of a Paul Harris Fellow and I asked him
if I could have a copy of this or where he got his information. He
explained to me that he merely read the entire suggested presentation
the Rotary Foundation had sent with the award.
You are being recognized today as a Paul Harris Fellow in special
appreciation for the ways in which your life exemplifies the
humanitarian and educational objectives of The Rotary Foundation.
You have chosen this additional step in Rotary because of your
dedication and commitment to our organization.
The programs of the Foundation include an array of projects that
save and invigorate the lives of people around the world and enhance
international friendship and understanding. Foundation programs
provide educational opportunities, food, potable water, health care,
immunizations and shelter for millions of persons. These activities are
funded, implemented and managed by Rotarians and Rotary clubs
around the globe.
Today we move one step closer to a more peaceful world with your
endowing a Paul Harris Fellowship.
It gives me great pleasure to present you on behalf of the
Trustees of The Rotary Foundation, the two emblems of a Paul Harris
Fellow – the certificate and lapel pin. The certificate states that you
have been named a Paul Harris Fellow, ‘in appreciation of tangible and
significant assistance given for the furtherance of better
understanding and friendly relations between peoples of the world.’
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You are urged to wear the pin to all Rotary events, as a symbol of your
appreciation for and support of the programs of The Rotary Foundation.
Please accept congratulations and appreciation for your commitment to our
common goals of world understanding and peace. Judy, thank you for all
you do for Rotary. Wear your pin proudly.”
I want to express my appreciation to: Jim Ditch for sponsoring me as a
member of the Rotary Club of Warren; Andy Bednar for getting me involved
in the Board of Directors as secretary; Cheryl Oblinger for being a mentor,
especially concerning our newsletter; and Dallas Woodall for presenting my
award and for his always eloquent words.
- Judy Masaki

PROGRAM:

W

GREG THUMM, SR., OWNER
THUMM & CO.
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Thumm & Co. is a privately owned
e-commerce business, founded by
Greg Thumm and his son, Greg Jr., in
Warren, Ohio. Greg Thumm Sr, has
the good fortune to have been an
active part of the fashion watch
industry for 35+ years. He has held
positions in both watch product
development and production for Gruen
and eight licensed brands, and
Kenneth Cole and five licensed brands. Fossil
He served as SVP of Product
Development for Fossil, managing 19
brands, and ended his corporate
career as President of Bulova Corp.
These executive positions took
him back and forth to Asia, Europe and domestically more than 150
times for management of the supply chain, strategic meetings with
factories, trade shows, and calls on big box accounts. Prior to his
career in management, Greg Sr. was a 1983 watchmaking graduate of
Bowman Technical School in Lancaster, PA. and a retail jewelry store
owner until 1986.
Greg Jr. graduated from Southwestern University in 2012 with a
degree in Communications and Marketing. He spent three years as global
event manager and traveling manager representing Bulova Corp.’s
partnership with Manchester United Football Club based in England.
Over the years, after his stint with ManU and Boluva, Greg held
positions with several marketing and advertising firms, managing accounts
with the scope of producing hard copy and managing SEO sources,
creating content for websites. He also sourced, managed the
development, and did the purchasing and producing of collateral materials
from third party sources. As a partner in Thumm & Company, his
education, branding experience, third party sources, software and
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Ecommerce knowledge are an essential asset to managing the business.
The Thumms have earned the respect and friendship of 100s of contacts,
business leaders, and component sourcing professionals in the global watch
movement and component manufacturing supply chain. It is these resources
that made the Thumm & Company brand uniquely qualified to create a family
run watch brand and offer the consumer a product with a price vs. value
proposition like no other.
Greg Sr. told Warren Rotarians that we look at wrist watches at least
four times an hour. We are more connected to these devices than we are to
our clothes! Fashion watches, priced at $700 or less, at the Macy’s level,
started out as a branded item in jewelry shops which were never discounted.
Then they ended up in department stores (center court of the first floor),
bringing in big bucks. The millennial consumers became the mainstream, and
the algorithms connected to upper management led to ordering watches like
crazy. However, it took nine months to make a watch, and by the fourth
quarter of 2014, there were more than 7 million more watches produced than
the market was demanding. They had to go. So, they invoiced the watches
to big box retailers, and the watch business crashed. Why?
The simple answer is the power of the internet. The Apple Watch was
created and put watches on the wrists of people who had never worn them.
Cell phones and Apple watches became the eraser for the time pressure of
schedules. However, Thumm said that figuring out how to work them was
frustrating. And that is why, at the age of 61 years, Greg Thumm brought
regular wrist watches back to the consumer – he built them right with an
everyday low price. Thumm and Co. officially launched in December 2019 on
thummco.com. Each refreshingly well-built watch is backed by 30 years of
product development expertise and global supply chain management, providing
customers with the highest quality product for the lowest cost, thus outshining
their e-commerce competitors.
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HAPPY BUCKS
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*** Christine Cope offered a Happy Buck for our speaker. She got her
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bikes as a youngster from Thumm’s bike shop.
*** Barry Dunaway offered a “Sad Buck” in memory of Denny Johnson.
*** Cindy Matheson offered a Happy Buck for our beautiful weather. She
also announced that her son’s band will be performing in a concert at
Trumbull County Fairgrounds on October 24th. They’re raising money for
their first recording project!
*** Dallas Woodall also remembered Denny Johnson. He offered a Happy
Buck for our oldest living Past-President, Bob Sauer. And he gave a
“Thumms-Up” for our speaker.
*** Julia Wetstein offered a Happy Buck for our speaker. She was wearing
one of his lovely watches that she received as a gift from her husband for
their 36th wedding anniversary. She also offered a Happy Buck for her
friend, Julius Oliver, and his car wash and detailing business, Kingly Xpress.
*** Andy Bednar was glad to have known Denny Johnson. He also offered a
Happy Buck for Judy Masaki’s PHF Award. He said that when he was
planning for his presidency, a tremendous weight was placed on his shoulder
when Cheryl Oblinger announced that she no longer wished to both handle the
club’s finances and write the newsletter. Judy Masaki helped to ease that
burden by filling the secretary’s position.
*** Scott Lewis offered a Happy Buck for our newest PHF. He said that he
and Dallas Woodall “go way back”, and he’s happy he’s so well connected.
*** Marilyn Pape is happy to be back at Rotary. She was gone for a while
because her husband had back surgery. She also offered a Happy Buck for
Judy Masaki whom she described as “always welcoming”.
*** Judy Masaki once again thanked Dallas Woodall for presenting her PHF
Award. She also offered a Happy Buck for her son, who taught her how to
use her “connected” watch and cell phone.
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THOUGHT FOR THE DAY
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Some say life isn’t about finding yourself.
Others say it is about creating yourself.
Rotarians say life is about Service above
Self.

