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Of the things
we think, say
or do:
Is it the truth?
Is it fair to all
concerned?
Will it build
goodwill and
better
friendship?
Will it be
beneficial to all
concerned?
Avenues of
Service

Club Service
Vocational
Service
Community
Service
International
Service
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ASSIGNMENTS
GREETERS
September, 2021 – Scott Lewis
October, 2021 – Kim Straniak
REGISTRATION
September, 2021 – Patti Augustine
October, 2021 – Don Powers

INVOCATION
September, 2021 – Janet Schweitzer
October, 2021 – Diane Sauer
FELLOWSHIP
September, 2021 – Diane Sauer
October, 2021 – Ryan Fraelich
MAGAZINE REPORT
September, 2021 – Kim Straniak
October, 2021 – Denise May

Youth Service
SPEAKERS
9/8/21 – Holly Swartz, Owner
Personal Protected, LLC
9/15/21 – Jenny Lynn Smith, CEO of Clover Recycling
(Our Club meeting this day will be held at Clover Recycling,
located at 3590 North River Rd.)
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Peace & Conflict
Prevention/
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Prevention &
Treatment
Water &
Sanitation
Maternal & Child
Health
Basic Education &
Literacy
Economic &
Community
Development
The Environment
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They say that laughter is the best medicine. Well, Ted Stazak
brought a smile to everyone’s face this week, with the story,
“A Retiree’s Last Trip to Costco”:
Yesterday, I was at Costco buying a large bag of Purina dog chow
for my loyal pet, Necco, the Wonder Dog, which weighs 191 lbs.
I was in the check-out line when a woman behind me asked if I had
a dog.
What did she think I had . . . an elephant?
So because I’m retired and have little to do, on impulse I told her
no, that I didn’t have a dog, I was starting the Purina Diet again.
I added that I probably shouldn’t, because I ended up in the
hospital last time, but that I’d lost 50 pounds before I awakened in
an intensive care ward with tubes coming out of most of my orifices
and IVs in both arms.
I told her that it was essentially a Perfect Diet and that the way
that it works is, to load your jacket pockets with Purina Nuggets
and simply eat one or two every time you feel hungry. The food is
nutritionally complete, so it works well and I was going to try it
again. (I have to mention here that practically everyone in line was
now enthralled with my story.)

Horrified, she asked if I ended up in intensive care because the dog
food poisoned me.
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I told her no, I stopped to relieve myself on a fire hydrant and a car
hit me.
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I thought the guy behind her was going to have a heart attack he was
laughing so hard.
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Costco won’t let me shop there anymore.
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Our Website:
Warrenrotary.org

If you have any
questions or
suggestions
about our
newsletter, or if
you would like to
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sponsor, please
contact:
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SAVE THE DATE: On Wednesday, September 15th, our weekly Club
meeting will be held at Clover Recycling Center located at 3590 N.
River Road in Warren, Ohio. We will meet at Noon to tour the
facility, and lunch (sandwiches and salad, with a vegetarian option
available) will be catered by Saratoga. Cost of lunch is $10 per
person. Please pay Cheryl Oblinger at our next meeting if you
signed up.
THE ROTARY CLUB OF WARREN BOARD OF DIRECTORS will hold
their next meeting on Wednesday, September 22nd at 1:05 p.m.
This will be an in-person meeting at Café 422.
JOIN THE ROTARY CLUB OF WARREN FOR AN EVENING SOCIAL
EVENT on Wednesday, September 29th. There will be no Noon
meeting that day. Rather, we will meet at 6:00 p.m. at Barrell 33
(8208 E. Market St., Warren, OH 44484). Rotarians and guests
will be able to order dinner off of the menu at their own cost. For
those wishing to participate in wine/beer tasting, there will be a $15
charge. Warren Rotary evening socials count as a meeting for
attendance purposes.

The Rotary Club of Warren would like to express sincere
condolences to Denise May and family.
Denise’s brother-in-law, Timothy David May, of Vienna,
passed away on August 21, 2021.
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For this week’s Environmental Tidbit, Christine Cope shared some
news about what Rotarians are doing to fight climate change. An article
by Diana Schoberg on the Rotary International website states that
Rotarians “can see the effects of climate change in communities they
care about, and they haven’t waited to take action. They’re tackling
the problem the way they always do: coming up with projects, using
their connections to change policy – and planning for the future.”
For example, environmentalist and writer Paul Hawken led a coalition
of scientists in researching the potential solutions to climate change.
They compiled a list of surprising possibilities in a 2017 book,
Drawdown: The Most Comprehensive Plan Ever Proposed to Reverse
Global Warming. The options included educating girls, promoting family
planning, and assisting farmers, all of which align with Rotary’s areas of
focus.
These researchers ranked solutions, from 1 to 80, on their
potential to decrease greenhouse gas emissions. Drawdown ranking #11
deals with regenerative agriculture. Practices of regenerative
agriculture include: avoiding the use of plows to keep from disturbing
the soil; planting diverse crops; and limiting use of pesticides and
synthetic fertilizers. These methods increase the amount of organic
matter, or carbon, in the soil, thus improving its health and the health
of the plants being grown. The authors of Drawdown indicated that
regenerative agriculture increases organic matter in the soil by four to
seven percent over a 10 year period. As a result, with an additional 25
to 60 tons of carbon stored in the ground per acre, the need for
fertilizer is reduced and farmers’ production is increased.
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Here is an example of how Rotary is walking the walk: In partnership
with the Organic Farming Association of Taiwan, a global grant project
of the Rotary Clubs of Taipei Lungmen, Taiwan and Patumwan, Thailand
allowed 40 people from Meihua village in Taiwan to be trained in organic
farming techniques. The grant included creating a training facility and
providing internships at organic farms. The expected outcome was that
growing without pesticides would lower farming costs and that selling
organic vegetables at a premium price would improve villagers’ earnings.
For additional information and more good stories on how Rotary is
protecting our planet, visit: https://www.drawdown.org/ and
www.rotary.org.
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Basic education and literacy are essential for reducing poverty, improving health,
encouraging community and economic development, and promoting peace. If all
women completed primary education, there would be 66% fewer maternal deaths.
A child born to a mother who can read is 50% more likely to survive past the age of
five. If all students in low-income countries left school with basic reading skills,
171 million people could be lifted out of poverty, which would be equivalent to a
12% cut in world poverty.
Our Club makes a difference in the world and supports basic education and literacy
through the Rotary Dictionary Project. This effort provides third grade students a
personal dictionary of their own for use in elementary and middle school. It is a
path to supporting better reading, speech, and writing. There is also a world-wide
network of Rotarians with a special interest in alleviating illiteracy and enhancing
learning called the Literacy Rotary Action Group. Check out their website at:
http://www.litrag.org/

PROGRAM:

W

DR. GREG BOERIO
THE RICH CENTER FOR AUTISM

A
R
R
E
N
R
O
T
A
R
Y

Dr. Gregory Boerio is the
Executive Director of The Rich Center
for Autism at Youngstown State
University. In addition to his role as
Executive Director, Dr. Boerio is a
School Psychology Program faculty
member at YSU. With a background as
a school psychologist, special education
administrator, and state consultant,
Greg’s work has been focused on
positive behavior interventions and
supports, universal design for learning,
integrated comprehensive systems, and
equity in schools.
Greg completed his undergraduate
work at Duquesne University prior to
earning his Master's of Education and Education Specialist Degrees in
School Psychology from Indiana University of Pennsylvania. In May of
2021, Greg earned his Doctorate in Education at Youngstown State
University. As an educator and researcher, he strives to better the
educational experience for each individual student while working to
transform the system responsible for meeting the needs of all learners.
Dr. Boerio’s research is centered around best practices in autism
education.
Greg is married to his wife, Brianna, and together they are the proud
parents of their sons, Anthony and Andrew. Greg and his family currently
reside in Austintown. In addition to spending time with his family, Greg
enjoys attending sporting events and is an avid fan of musical theater and
the arts. Greg is proud to be a born and raised Pittsburgher and is proud
to call Mr. Rogers’ Neighborhood his hometown.
Greg believes that every child “has something unique to bring to the
table.” As a result, at The Rich Center for Autism, he and his staff
strive to build rapport with their students and meet each child’s individual
needs. Each and every day at the Center is completely different.
Autism is a neurological disorder that is being studied more than ever.
In the year 2000, one in 150 children was diagnosed with autism.
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Currently, the rates of diagnosis have increased to one in 54 kids. Yet,
we still do not know what causes autism, and there is no cure. Scans
show differences in the brains of children with autism and those who are
typically developing, and research trends indicate that there are both
genetically predetermined factors and environmental factors that trigger
the disorder. Historically, white males hold the highest percentage of
diagnoses, but females are getting diagnosed more frequently. Cultural
and racial boundaries are also being broken.
The Rich Center for Autism was founded in 1995 by the Kosar,
Ricchiuti, and Rubino families who have a shared interest in autism. The
Center is located on the campus of Youngstown State University and
functions as a not-for-profit facility. It provides tuition-free education
for students ages 2 ½ to 22 years, connecting Ohio’s core curriculum with
a specialized learning system. Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) principles
are integrated throughout programming, and Speech and Occupational
Therapies are incorporated into all students’ daily schedules. Vocational
training is also provided to older students. The cost of education is
covered by the Ohio Autism Scholarship Program. While more than 49%
of the students are from Trumbull County, the Center also serves those
from Mahoning, Columbiana, and Ashtabula Counties in Ohio, as well as
Western Pennsylvania.
The Rich Center’s staff conducts live research within its classrooms.
Since they are located on YSU’s campus, they are able to connect with
multiple academic programs, including psychology, nursing, special
education and general education, nutrition, and dental hygiene. This
allows the Center to not only develop programming for their students but
to also inform students and future employees in these other fields. Dr.
Boerio feels that, with enrollment of nearly 60 students, The Rich Center
for Autism is on a very successful path. He is hoping to grow their
resources and, in the future, work with new partners to offer services,
such as transportation and help with sustaining employment, for those
students over the age of 21 years.

HAPPY BUCKS
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*** Ted Stazak offered a Happy Buck for our speaker.
*** Dallas Woodall indicated that Paul Garchar, Director of the Potential
Development Program and colleague of our speaker, was a former member
of our Club. He is currently a member of the Youngstown Rotary, along
with The Rich Center’s Associate Director of Development, Mike Latessa.
He also offered a Happy Buck for Janet Schweitzer, who was inducted
into the Niles McKinley High School Hall of Fame.
*** Cindy Matheson offered a Happy Buck for our speaker. She is also
happy to announce that the Bluegrass Festival and Gospel Show will be
held Memorial Day weekend in 2022. Finally, Newton Falls is building a
memorial for victims of the 1985 tornado. A fundraiser is being held
in support of this on September 10th and 11th, and her son’s band, Speed
Limit, will be performing.
***Julia Wetstein offered a Happy Buck in honor of our speakers. She
also wants to know the Youngstown Rotary’s secret to getting so many
new members!
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“Education’s

purpose is to replace an
empty mind with an open one.”
- Malcolm Forbes

