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SERVICE ABOVE SELF
 
Members of the Rotary Club of Concord are dedicated and BUSY! Here are some of the activities we have undertaken recently to fulfill our motto of SERVICE ABOVE SELF.
As of April 2026
 
SERVING YOUTH
 
· Rotary Youth Leadership Awards:  We send 8-12 high school sophomores to a full weekend of leadership training at a nearby college.  Coordinated through the Rotary District 7910 that Concord is a part of, students are selected through a rigorous application process and Club members then volunteer to help during the RYLA weekend.
 
· Local Scholarships:  Using funds raised from the Rotary Club of Concord Annual Golf Tournament, we underwrite $15,000 annually in scholarships awarded through the Scholarship Fund of Concord and Carlisle to graduating seniors and college students.  

· Scholarship for masters-level student studying abroad.  District 7910 offers the Eleanor and David Morley Scholarship every other year in the amount of $30,000. This competitive scholarship is awarded to a deserving student studying abroad in one of Rotary’s areas of focus. In 2019 a Concord-sponsored student studying at Oxford University received the scholarship for studies in Economic and Community Development.

· Interact Club of Concord Carlisle High School: We sponsor this service club for students age 12-18, that undertakes many local and international service projects. The Interact Club hosts an ice cream social for seniors at the COA, and fundraises in support of organizations such as Rosie's Place and Shelter Box, who provides temporary shelter after natural disasters such as the hurricane in Jamaica. Interact placed signs around town with positive messages like “you are enough” to support Mental Health, hosted an Opioid Awareness and Narcan education campaign in the community, and annually plants flowers at Open Table.

· Early Act Club, Concord and Carlisle Middle Schools: This club sponsored by the Rotary Club of Concord for fifth grade through eighth grade actively sponsors local and international projects through its fundraising and hands-on activities. This year they send handmade cards for kids in Cambodia and ornaments for Minute Man Arc clients.

· Activities for Boys and Girls Club of Assabet Valley:  Rotarians provide summer field days. a Strawberry Festival, Pinewood Derby events, and a visit with animals from Nature Connection. This year a selected group from the Boys and Girls Club, the Torchbearers, participated in a program to learn leadership skills, planned an event and volunteered for senior citizens at Newbury Court, with music and dancing, cookie decorating and picture drawing.

· Concord Recreation Department: We hosted a series of events at the Concord Recreation Department including a photography contest with award certificates, a talk and games by the Robbins House staff, a slime and sand art party with pizza, and a Pinewood Derby.

· Trunk or Treat Event: We participated in the community ‘Trunk or Treat’ event hosted by Concord Recreation, passing out candy and stickers.
                                                                                                   

FEEDING THE HUNGRY

· Bristol Lodge Soup Kitchen:  Every month Concord Rotarians prepare a hearty meal for 80 homeless individuals served by Bristol Lodge

· Meals for Hope Meal Packing Events: We participated with Lexington, Bedford and other clubs in annual meal packing events that have generated hundreds of thousands of meals. The CCHS Interact Club has also hosted meal packing events preparing 10,000 meals each time.

· Volunteering at Open Table:  Rotarians prepare meals for guests of Open Table on a regular basis, and pick up donations from local businesses to deliver to Open Table for meal prep.  We also hold a personal care drive for items that are not covered under SNAP benefits such as diapers, shampoo, toothbrushes and toothpaste, etc.  

· Stuff the Cruiser:  We hold a ‘Stuff the Cruiser’ Event, partnering with Crosby’s Supermarket and the Concord Police Department to collect kid’s lunch items distributed through Open Table.

· Gaining Ground Gardening and Weeding Project:  We have volunteered for years at Gaining Ground, tending vegetables and weeding. Produce grown there are distributed by Gaining Ground to those experiencing food insecurity. 


SERVING THE COMMUNITY

· Activities with Minute Man Arc:   The Rotary Club of Concord regularly holds social events for the clients served by Minute Man Arc, an agency dedicated to improving the lives of those with disabilities. Rotarians host regular bowling outings and sponsor and serve BBQ at the Minute Man March annual fundraiser. Rotarians have hosted carnivals for the clients and built a putting green at their facility.  

· Patriots’ Day Parade: Rotarians support the town’s celebration by marching annually in the Patriots’ Day Parade. In 2025, celebrating the 250th anniversary, we created a float celebrating Rotary Polio eradication efforts, the ‘Shot Felt Round the World’.

· Concord Annual Tree Lighting Community Event: Rotarians partner with Dunkin to provide free hot chocolate and fun toppings to crowds attending the Holiday parade and tree lighting.

· AG Day: We participate in the town AG (Agriculture) Day celebrating fall harvest with farms in our community, a wonderful town tradition, and led children in making leave rubbings. 

· Concord-Carlisle Foundation:  We have supported the organization by donating gift cards, supporting the Community Closet and hosting a sock drive. 

· Event to honor First Responders on 9/11: The Rotary Club of Concord annual hosts an event on 9/11 to honor our first responders who sacrifice every day for the protection and safety of the community. An award for Courage and Service is given to a member of the Concord Police Department, Concord Fire Department, and Public Safety Communications in the name of Al Filipov, a Rotarian who died in the events of 9/11.

· Habitat for Humanity: We have annually sponsored and worked build days, contributing to the construction of multiple homes in Concord and Bedford, including recent Women’s Build Days.

· BBQ at the Concord Council on Aging:  We host a popular summer BBQ every year for 100 with the Council on Aging. Additionally, in 2024 and 2025, Rotary hosted a series of social events, ‘Lounge 250’, where seniors were treated to food, mocktails, photo booths and music, a Valentines Day party and a Prom dance event.

· Bedford Veterans Hospital:  We make Veterans cards for Veterans and attend the annual Memorial Day service at the Bedford VA, handing out carnations. We recently sponsored a program called ‘Tea for The Soul’, providing a coffee maker, coffee, tea and cookies. Chaplains then hold coffee chats with hospital workers who have experienced trauma and loss on the job.

· Hanscom Air Force Base:  For several years, we have partnered with The Rotary Club of Lexington to send care packages to troops deployed overseas out of Hanscom.

· Helicopter Pad for Emerson Hospital: We supported construction of a helipad to give helicopters hospital access for emergencies, serving patients from accident sites and enabling the immediate transfer of patients with critical needs to special facilities.
 

TOWN BEAUTIFICATION
 
· Installation of USS Concord Bell and Rejuvenation of Veteran’s Memorial Park: Rotarians spearheaded the display of this important reminder of the Omaha light cruiser that fired the last shot of WWII on August 15, 1945. We also installed a plaque in honor of Medal of Honor recipient Rotarian Capt. Thomas J. Hudner. Jr. in Veteran’s Memorial Park in Concord Center.

· Rejuvenation of Monument Square:  We participated in a major undertaking to upgrade the town green where a 30 foot granite obelisk honoring those who died in the Civil War, a monument dedicated to Concord residents who died in World War I, and another to those who died in the Spanish American War are located, along with the town’s official flag pole.

· New Permanent Tree for Holiday Lighting Event: When the tall spruce tree that served for years for the town’s holiday lights became diseased, Rotarians stepped up and replaced it with a vigorous new tree.

· Collection of Used Plastic: We collect plastics from individuals, local schools and businesses, recycling them in a partnership with TREX that results in the creation of outdoor benches for Concord locations.

· Town Cleanup: Each April, Rotarians take responsibility for picking up winter’s litter along an assigned street.

· Planting flowers: Rotarians plant tulips and daffodils annually at sites around town in memory of beloved member June Grace.   

                                                                                                                 
FUNDRAISING
 
· Natural Disasters:  We have joined other clubs to raise money to support the victims of the LA fires, Texas floods, Jamaican hurricanes and other such natural disasters.

· Household Goods: With other clubs, we raised enough money to fund 8 mattresses for
children in need through the Household Goods organization.

· Annual Golf Tournament: For many years The Rotary Club of Concord has held an annual Golf Tournament raising funds to support 5 named scholarships for local graduating seniors and college students. Sponsors also underwrite opportunities for disabled veterans to play in the tournament, a therapeutic activity sponsored by the Salute Military Golf Association.

· Music Fest:  We hold a Music Fest at Rideout Playground with various bands and musicians, food trucks, games and raffles. Each year the proceeds support a local non-profit, including Minute Man Arc, scholarships for the Concord Children’s Center, Domestic Violence Service Network, and Thoreau’s Backyard Playground.


INTERNATONAL PROJECTS
 
· Kenya Project: We participated financially in the Rotary Club of Bedford project to build plinths (foundations) and to install pre fab water tanks at 9 school sites in rural Kenya.

· Moving Health: We have participated with Rotary Club of Cambridge and other Rotary Clubs to fund 6 specially designed ambulances in rural Ghana.  These vehicles are adapted to the harsh local habitat, providing transportation for medical services in rural areas previously unable to move patients to distant hospitals.

· Polio Plus Initiative: We participate in fundraising to support the international Rotary effort to eradicate polio around the world.

· Self-Sustaining Chicken Farm in Haiti: Global Grant from The Rotary Foundation

· Wells and Latrines in Kenya: Global Grant from The Rotary Foundation

· Worthy Village in Guatemala: Club Support to agency supporting families
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