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ROTARY GOLF TOURNAMENT SUPPORTS SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS

The Rotary Club of Concord is sponsoring its 29th annual Golf Tournament Monday, May 22 at the Concord Country Club to support scholarships. In 2016, the Tournament’s success enabled Rotary to award a total of $24,000 in scholarships to four graduating Concord Carlisle High School (CCHS) students and four college students continuing their education. The Rotary Scholarship Fund is administered by The Concord Carlisle Scholarship Fund (CCSF).

Why does Rotary choose to provide scholarships in our seemingly wealthy community? Why would Platinum Sponsors including Barrett/Southeby’s International Realty, Deaconess Abundant Life, and Emerson Hospital support the tournament?  Because there is a need. According to The Concord Carlisle Scholarship Fund, applicants annually demonstrate unmet needs of nearly $1 million.  And because the students Rotary supports reflect Rotary’s principles of service and engagement that help change lives and make the world a better place.

For example, the Rotary Club of Concord has heard recently from winners of Academic Year 2016-2017 Rotary Scholarships. Briana Cohen of Carlisle reports that her first year as a psychology major at Northeastern University brought her new insights into the psychology and neuroscience behind addiction. In “Sociology of the Family” she learned how society shapes the way we view gender, race, family and social class. Her scholarship “helped so much financially and (she) is exceedingly grateful for the opportunities it has brought.”  

Emerson College Sophomore Lexi Goulet, a second-time Rotary scholar, has been able to apply her Marketing Communications and Entrepreneurial Studies in such areas as working on a Zipcar ad campaign and in “Her Campus Emerson President and Campus Correspondent “ position, serving as editor–in-chief for Emerson College for this on-line magazine. Lexi says that continuing scholarship support allows her to focus on her studies and prepare for her future.

Two students received Rotary Scholarships for each of their four college years. Rose Paleologos reports that her experience at Emerson College has been more than she could have ever hoped for. Among other opportunities, she interned for Red Hour Films in Hollywood where she read scripts and interacted with industry professional. As she covered scripts for the company, she was able to see potential stories and provide input for how they could be improved.  Rose said the scholarships were extremely helpful. She continues to work hard, and intends to have her name in film credits, upping the percentage of women writers in Hollywood.

Jack Struck, graduating from American University in International Studies, says scholarships have been a huge help in allowing him to focus on his studies and take on new opportunities. Without them, he would not have been able to devote as much time to classes, volunteering and internships, which all contributed to shaping his post-grad opportunities. He will be spending next year teaching English abroad, first in Turkey, then in France, with the intent to ultimately do cross-cultural work in international exchanges and education. 

If you are a golfer, please play in the Rotary Club of Concord’s 29th annual golf event, Monday, May 22 to benefit the Scholarship Fund. The shotgun start is at 1:00 p.m. preceded by registration and lunch from 11:00 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. Cocktails and dinner are at 6:30 p.m. The fee of $250 includes 18 holes of golf, putting green warm-up, golf cart, lunch, clubhouse reception and dinner, tournament gifts and refreshments. There will be prizes and an on-site auction. Organize your own foursome, or join one. To register, call Joe Saia at West Concord Liquors, 978-369-3872.  Find more details at www.rotaryclubofconcord.org. 
As you can see, there are many ways to help. These future leaders deserve your support.
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Jack Struck, Four year Rotary Scholarship winner

Lexi Goulet, Finishing second year as a Rotary Scholarship winner
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