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Anyone who drives down Shore Road in Cape Ehzabeth

from time to time has likely noticed Ledgelawn, one of the -
mpressive estates situated along the ocean. Tt is-also

_the birthplace of Thurston Holt Although his famﬂy has
not owned the property since 1978, Holt still lives in Cape
. ‘Elizabeth; in an apartment, and has recently published a
~book that chromcles the hfe of-a Woman whose rich story

: and the’ challenges of bemg a mother and w1fe
. The memoir People Intomcate

book but eventually declded to glean 1t from one of the\

many anecdotes that fill its pages.
“The way the title came about was that mother—who was a
teetotaler—was at a cocktail party nursing a glass of tomato

juice or tea, with everybody milling about hobnobbing. One

of her fnends said, ‘Oh; Margaret, do you like these partles”’

" Mother said, ‘Oh yes, people intoxicate me.”

Margaret Thurston Holt was born in- Portland in 1983
and grew up living in a home on Deering Street during the

‘winters and at Ledgelawn during the summers. . ,
“In those first summers at Ledgelawn,” Margaret Wrote

“the only time I left the plate was to-meet my father when

ay when she Was mnety-four
in the year 1978. . ,
Thurston has spent nearly

“What ﬁ'ightened my mother :
. most was the thought of two
girls escorted uprwer by
- Indian guides.”

change Street. So I spent happy
“summers with the horses, chick-
~ens and snakes; the wildflowers;
therocks, and the fascinating life

of companionship.”

30 years working to publish the
: manuscnpt endurmg rejections
from a series of pubhshers that dlscouraged h1m but ne T
caused him to. give up. the project. Determined to see
‘a high-quality, hardcover print, he finally turned to a self-
pubhshmg company and produced 500 coples of the book
last spring.
“My editing was light, because she wrote very well » Holt

said; “Almost as well as she talked.”

Holt said the genesis of the book was a conversation many
years ago between his brother Prescott.and his moth
. “Prescott said, ‘mother, you've had an interesting"
: why don’t you wnte a book?” Thurston reca]led “She:

- lands: Gmdedb Natlve Amencan

bard was to marry Robert Flaherty, a filmmalker farous for
producing some of the first documentary films ever made,

- such as “Nanook of the North” arid: “Loulslana Story” ‘

One of the most exciting chapters
of her book is Margaret’s account of -

he returned from his office on Ex-

" - Margaret later attended Wayn-,
flete Academy in Portland and

eventually studled at Bryn Mawr College, where she met

Francis Hubbard, who would become a lifelong friend. Hub- -

of the sea, and never felt the lack . b

Thurston Holt

with one of his

serving as the gra

a 1915 trip she took with the Fla-
hertys to explore Hudson Bay and v
search for iron ore prospects on a
are now known as the Be

“One of her friends said, ‘Oh,
Margaret, do you like these

partzes?’ Mother sazd, “Oh yes, ‘

’ people lntoxtcate me.”

ters helpmg copyedlt and the othe
ics and image editor..

Smce its pubhcation Thur'st‘ n
e

expects that a
begin carryin;

v “We's re. expectmg it wﬂl be avaﬂable atarea hbr
. :




08t,” she wrote “was tl

'chﬂd.hood Their Weddmg was ;n 19}7 the same year in
‘which’ Roscoe became the youngest erson ever elected to

: United States was -
the Navy and was

ured into war, he became an ofﬁce
_assigned a role on the USS Virginia. ‘
- “When Iwas born,” said Thutston, “Father recelved a let- .
ter of congratulatmns from FrankIm Roosevelt addressed
) to the USS Virginia.” .
" Roscoe and Roosevelt had been classmates years: before at
: Harvard and had worked together en the Harvard Cnmson %

! newspaper -

“Franklin was ass1stant secretary of the Navy at that

* time and after the congratulations he wrote, ‘while this job

has tremendously mterestmg, I wot?]d gladly have changed




