


U.S. Td-be-:more afraid to travel to," she whomade the orphanage fh~ir .fundraising 
·lapghed. 

M.oLaughlin, 
now an· . assistant 
director ·of 
planning design · 
and . construction 
for the st.ate, is no 
s,tranger to travel. 
$he said having 
family in England 
enables her' to visit 
p3{tsofEurope and 
Australia,a\though 
it wasri't .. ·until .. she 
became involved 
with the. South 
Portland F. Cape 
Elizabeth Rotary 
Club that her trips 
became more than 

"For me,· it's a different 
.level ofliving. It's so 
much different than 

poverly·inthis·country. 

focus last year. 
McLaughlin said 
they raised more . 
than $3,500, which 
the Rotary Club 
agreed to match. 

"We planned on 
taking [the NHS 
students].· to Kenya 
that year, but with 
the dB.sh following 
the[Kenyan] national 
elections, we couldn't 
guarantee . it would 
be safe," McLaughlin 
said. . "They went 

They're happy with 
."l!Jhat they have, at.lea$t 

not always J:Vanting· 
SQmething .. better. Sure, 
they'd tak~ [something 

l,et!er], l>ut don't feel like 
they abso~Utely have to 

have.it." 
, to Honduras on ·a 
service tdp instead." 
Alth.ough 

McLal:lghlin · and 
. .vacations. 

In <l.996, ·a .·· year befor~ McLaughlin. 
offi(!i;dly .joined the Rotary .Club, she 

1 and five o~h,er, 1~on-mensbers . tr~veled. to 
Argentina as part. of . a study e~c~a11ge 

·· pro~am. While the~~' sq~ s~id ~~t~,,~a~:;able 
to m.~e~·r~~,~d?11J~.~~~h, shnil~f'.ticcup~ti()ns 
-,a~tliat ti~~;:~if~·,~·as woI"i:i1Jlg for South' 
·Portland's pfaJ:1;pil);g.departm:ent. Sb:ealso 
atte:qd ,li!()~al g(}yernmeµt,~eeting" 

"I.t · "W"ac§ ;like a. Bo.~~?.11 ·· City · Cou.l,}cil 
:m,eetin.g. · There were. tD:q,s of people,"· she 

) said,'. "l. read a .· p~~p:a,red . statement .. in· 
/ . Spanish thanking ~hem for allowing us to 

attend. A lot of th:e women there seemed 
impressedlwas able·to trave}tha:tfar." 

McLaughlin·· sa.:id it ·was oll.lY ·natural 
for her·tqjoin the· Rotary.Clnb after her 

· return to the. sta.~es, sin.~e lllany ·of· her 
friends. were already in the organization. 
Her .social ... ~h~cle. ·.doesn't ··stop the~e, 
·however,· · as···.· she·. •said she has become 
close "7ith ma:p:y '.of the .Beach lo ]3eacon 
runllel's as . a ... · ~ost .. fall).ily •. co.prdinator. 
Last ye~~'s w~Illler• Kenya nafiye. Duµcan 
Kibet,. ip.ad,e a particular inipression on 
McLa,ughlin. 

~r liked .him right away because he 
offered todo the dishes," she laughed. 

At one point during his stay, McLa\lghlin 
said she found Ki.bet sitting at the end 
of her·.·· driveway,. waiting for a ride to 
another 11ost family's .residence where .his 

·friends were•··.staying.···McLaughlin said 
she . promptly "went outside and sat with 
him." 

During their conversation in 
McLa~ghlin's driveway, .. ·the · pair 
disp~:v.ered theyJ1ad each been to one 

the students· had to 
cancer the;ir trip, the• $8,D,Q() they raised 
stayed in the bank, waiting for the right 
time. .. . . . , 
~[The students]. could have .taken it 

with them, t~~y could ~~ve ;wiped .jt out," 
.Mcl,aughlin. saj.~.fThe,y said~ ,'The u1oney · 
was raised for the orphanage, that's where 
it should go.' How gre:;i,t~s thatT~· .... · .... ··· . 

When Mc~aughlin/h,~~rd of a Rotary­
sponsored ·.· .. trip .. :to{\. distribute.·· .. p.~lio 
vaccinations in Ethio~ia earlierthis year, 
she immediately· tho:Ught .to .• combine the 
trip .with a visit to,~he orpha11age. The 
details began "falH~g in . {>lace" . when 
Ki bet, while staying i,11 town for: t4is year~s ' 
J3each to Beacon, agreed to be her driver 
while she was in Kenya. 

After spending a/week with. 60 other 
Rotary members ·•.·.distributing. polio 
vaecinations - as weUas T-shir1/s,.'and hats 
to ··those . who fl.ocke(J,;~to their. ;ya.ns - . to· 
rei:p.ot~ yillages in ~\hiopia,. l\'1eL.augh,!in 
and qne other Soµ th . Portland j Cape 
Elizabeth Rotary Clllb. member liu1ded in 
Kenya for the first ·time. "withoµt .~·· plan 
B." . 

"We• looked arotJ:nd . and ther.e was no 
Dunca,n," s~e. said,,~It .·was . 15 minutes 
of a;ngsf [waiting fo(him], then he came 
walking around th~ corner. I barely 
recognized him." , 

·After visiting another Rotary Club in 
the area, ·visiting a :national ·park and 
"doing the touristy thing" for two days, 
the pai:r traveled to the o:rphanage for the 
first thne; McL~ug}iliri said her companion 
was strµck by the /'poverty" of the three­
buiJding . fa;cilitY, .a.· ... t~:riii she. ·considers 

J"anet McL#;Jµghlin .. ·. 
relative to 'its context. even touched 0'1r [$8,0()0]'yet. They ~.re 

'~For me, it's a different level of li~ing. being-very financially resp9nsible." .•... · , 
It's so much different than poverty in The. orphanage. director fa1troduced 
this ·country,'' she sAid. '.~They're happy McLaughlin to the local government, where 
with what. they have, at least not always he served as the financial chairman. 
wanting something better. Sur~, they'd "Their mayor is called 'The Worsh,ip," 
take[~oIIJ.etiiing betterl, but don't (eel like she laughed~ ·"1 coµldn't bring myself tq 
they absolutely have to have it." · , call him that." · . . 

McLaughlin said children in both Formal titles tiside, l\{cLaughlin and 
Ethiopia and in tlie K~nyan <>~phanage, local politicians •Sli~ eye;to-~ye on . the 
some of whom. had. never seen a white financial. needs of. the orphanage. After 
•person befor.e, were formally.· p<?lit~ but tJ:i.eirvisit anda,discussionofMcLa;tlghlin's 
hesitant to open up to their ne\V visitors. fund:raisi11g • efforts, .. officials agreed to 

"It makes sense: Here comes this include some fun~ing for ~he orphanage 
strange !poking person from you' don't. inthe next budget cycle, she said. 
know where and they're trYing to do "If that's a.11 it takesi I'll go any'Where 
something to yQu,n she ~a:ic;L"You just get . agil,in," McLaugfyliJ1, sa~cl. 
over being white. After a vhile they start . ]\fcLa~ghli1l is cur~#:cl~ly .• l()okil):g for 
dancing and singing." .. . . .. .· ' . · voh111teers. to return ~~ the . orphimage 

The orphanage, with J;t)·children living next JM:a,y. Sfo~ said. .th~/trip. ~ould· .cost 
at . the facility full~ time,· .. · fiy~ . attending less ith,a:n ·. $3~0,0Q ·. a~d .. thqs,e, i11terested 
boarding schools ·and more than 200 · should· eJ:nail ·1-\~7.'t1;t.JMO;L114?~aoLcom~ 
staying in "host households"· throughout The Rota,o/ ·. CJµb . is. ~lsb .sP<>11sori1lg a 
the surrounding villa,ges, operates on .. an . benefit concert at Jhe 'Fril}ity> Epj_scopal 
annual budget . of $6.,QOO, 'McLaughlin . Cht;J.rch on '¥()rest 4yenue in Portland 
said. · to:night . at·. 7 :~O pm'. .Alkproceeds will .. · be 

"That year t~eyhad included.twocow:s ··usedfi)r schoolf~din:g(or childre),1a,t.the 
~nd a camputer," she said, "They hadri't oip}l.~na,S'e in Kenya; · · 


