
TWO LIGHTS 
Rotary Club of South Portland – Cape Elizabeth 

November 2, 2016 

UPCOMING PROGRAMS: 

November 9 – Mary Irace, Simple Gifts 
November 16 – Club Assembly – TREES! 
November 23 – Thanksgiving Eve – No Meeting 
November 30 – Kim Campbell, Youth Librarian, South Portland Public Library 

ASSIGNMENTS 
November 9 November 16 November 30 

Opening Words McDonald McGovern Meyers 
Raffle Gift  Britt  Butler  Butterworth 
Conductor  Carignan Conroy  Danielson 

Anne Swift-Kayatta won the raffle prize, which was scheduled to be donated by Marc Bates. 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR: 

November 8 (Tuesday) – Soup Kitchen 

November 10 (Thursday) 10 a.m. – Jim Russell funeral at St. Bartholomew Church, Cape Elizabeth 

November 10 (Thursday) 6 p.m. – District 7780 Centennial Celebration “100 for 100,” Marriott at 
Sable Oaks. 

November 18 (Friday), 6 p.m. – 25th Anniversary celebration of Bridgton-Lake Region Rotary Club 
at Bridgton Academy, $35pp – email Emma Bodwell (ebodwell@icloud.com) if interested. 

What’s New With Our Members 

Happy Anniversary to Adrienne & Steve Murphy (Nov. 12) 

Get well wishes to Denis Landry. 

Thank you to Bob Danielson for filling in on short notice as our 
speaker this week. I missed his presentation, but having heard Bob 
speak at seminars for tax accountants, I’m sure that it was well done. 



Congratulations to Chuck Redman for supposedly winning this week’s 
football pool! 

Heading Toward Zero – For the last two years we have been making the “this close” sign at our 
Polio DineAround dinners – this year we are making the “zero” sign in the hopes that we will get 
to zero cases by the end of this year. Thank you so much to everyone who contributed to the 
PolioPlus effort by attending the two dinners that have been held so far, and especially to the 
hosts Tony Wagner, Sally Campbell, Bill Kayatta and Anne Swift-Kayatta. I haven’t heard a 
report on the meal from the Wagner/Campbell dinner yet but everything at the Kayattas was 
absolutely delicious (especially Bill’s homemade bread)!  

THANK YOU SO MUCH EVERYONE!! 

The Embodiment of Rotary – Because he was a nice, nice guy and a really great friend, Jim 
Russell offered countless times to take notes for me if I ever needed to miss a meeting. So I took 
him up on his offer this week and therefore I don’t know what happened this week. So Jim, I 
have no choice but to write about you. Jim joined Rotary in 1990 when he was almost 30. He had 
just moved back to Cape Elizabeth with his new wife Vicke to go into business selling janitorial 
supplies with his father. I didn’t know him then but I presume he joined Rotary for the same 
reason that Paul Harris did – to make friends with fellow business people, to be part of the 
community and to give back. He was elected to the Board a few years later and was club 
president in 1997-98. I was president the year after Jim and he helped me every step of the way. I 
felt a lot of pressure in being the first woman president of the club and I couldn’t have asked for 
a better mentor and coach than Jim. 



After fulfilling his term on the Board, Jim took over as our club bulletin editor (I couldn’t find 
the exact date) and he served in that role for over 10 years. Jim couldn’t type so actually he was 
co-bulletin editor along with Vicke who did the typing, and then later their daughter Tori. (The 
club made Vicke and Tori Paul Harris Fellows for their contributions as bulletin editor.) Jim was 
asked many times if he would like someone else to take over, but he declined because he enjoyed 
having a shared activity with his wife. 

About 20 years ago Jim decided he needed to be healthier. Since he loved eating, dieting was out 
of the question so he started working out and running. He loved running and hiking and will be 
sorely missed by the Saturday morning running group that also included Bob Danielson and Bill 
Phillips (sorry, I’m not sure who else). He ran in the Beach to Beacon race every year, and was 
an instrumental part of the group that resurrected our club’s road race. 

Jim was also a competitive son-of-a-gun. He loved the poker parties that our club occasionally 
has, and when he was winning he giggled like a schoolgirl – it would have been infuriating if we 
weren’t all so fond of him. The last time that I saw Jim he showed me how to trade players in the 
ESPN football fantasy league – he was quite proud of the fact that last year he joined a league for 
the first time and beat the pants off the other league members. 

Besides our Rotary connection, I knew Jim and his family because we shared season tickets at 
the Sea Dogs. When I used to sit with Vicke at the games we would talk about stuff like the 
books we were reading, what was on sale at Shaw’s and stupid TV shows that she watched with 
their daughters that only girls would watch. After she passed away in 2012, when I would sit 
with Jim at the games we would talk about Rotary and baseball….and books we were reading, 
what was on sale at Shaw’s and stupid TV shows that he watched with his daughters that only 
girls would watch. It was like he turned into Jim and Vicke all in the same person. He did an 
absolutely amazing job of being both father and mother to Tori and Annie.  

Both Jim and Vicke had great senses of humor and never took themselves too seriously – they 
were a lot of fun to be around. Jim perverted the Rotary 4-Way Test into “Is it good for me?” 
Despite this playful approach to Rotary, Jim truly did live out the 4-Way Test in everything he 
did and was the embodiment of what all Rotarians strive to be. He was a wonderful friend to all 
of us and he will be missed very much. It was a privilege to know you, Jim – rest in peace. 
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