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Francine Carraro, Ph.D.

Francine Carraro is currently an
Associate Professor of Art History at
Southwest Texas State University. She
earned a Masters of Fine Arts degree in
Art History in 1976 and received her
Ph.D. in American Studies from the
University of Texas at Austin in 1989. As
a Professor at SWTSU, she has been nom-
inated three consecutive years for the
Presidential Excellence in Teaching
Award, a prestigious honor. She was also
instrumental in the development of a
Southwest Studies Curriculum and courses
towards a graduate degree in Southwestern
Studies.

Francine Carraro is a specialist in
American Art and has focused on docu-
menting the lives and work of numerous
Texas artists. She has authored and con-
tributed to dozens of books and articles on
art and historical topics ranging from
artists' biographies, a study of post office
murals in Texas to a history of censorship
in the visual arts.

Her most recent book, Qil Patch
Dreams: Images of the Petroleum
Industry in American Art, chronicles the

economic, social and cultural impact the
oil industry has had on Texas, the nation
and the world as seen through the eyes of
artists. The book was written in conjunc-
tion with a traveling exhibition organized
by the Art Museum of Southeast Texas
and curated by her.

Her interest in oil history stems from
her background. Her mother was an
independent oil producer, and her brother
is a petroleum engineer. Francine
Carraro grew up in the oil patch of
Borger, Texas. Her experiences there
continue to fuel a scholarly fascination
with the myths and realities of the oil
industry.

This week's program was arranged
by JEFF YORK.

"30" SOMETHINGS"

FOR YOU TO MEET THIS WEEK
EMELIE LAROUSSE - Badges
ARTHUR MARTIN - Ticket Sales
PHIL DUNLAP & SHIRLEY ELSKES- Buffet
Lines
JANICE TRAMMELL - Registration
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This past week Judy Renick spoke to
our club on the serious issues of gangs.
Ms. Renick is in the process of making a
video that will be used by law enforce-
ment agencies throughout Texas. This
video will demonstrate and explain the
proper procedures for law enforcement to
use when taking juveniles into custody.
It will be an attempt to ensure consisten-
cy throughout the state in dealing with
youngsters. The film will be produced by
a professional film company.

Ms. Renick indicated that there is a
war going on with soldiers of children.
Something needs to be done in order to
save these children and their future. She
believes that consistency, structure and
role models should be used when dealing
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with children. A "measure of society is
the way it treats its weakest” (older and
younger members of the society). Asa
parent you should always ask the follow-
ing questions when dealing with children;
"If it doesn't make sense-you better ques-
tion it." Signs and messages are being
communicated through channels that an
unsuspecting person may not pick up on.
Graffiti may look innocent, but in reality
may be indicating a very serious message
that only a few people understand.
Numerous identifiers are used to show
support for one gang or another.
According to Ms. Renick there are two
gangs; the Folks and the People.
Members will identify their loyalty by
what side they wear their cap, side they
strap their overalls, or simply which pant
leg is shorter than the other. Without a
questioning attitude a parent could easily
mistake a child's actions as a fad for a
more serious statement. Other significant
signs used today are the use of pacifiers;
sign of a drug culture or involvement.
Remember to ask; "if it doesn't make
sense-you better question it."

An important tool available for par-
ents and law enforcement is the law that
public schools cannot allow secret soci-
eties. A gang is a secret society where
membership is restricted. We need to
make all schools safer for our children.
In order to accomplish this we must
begin with the family. The family is the
first line of defense and the following are
steps that parents can take to help their
children. 1) Know your child's friends.
2) Make and enforce rules. Set curfews
and stand by them. This should begin at
an early age. When Ms. Renick asked a
group of gang members the following
question, "What could have been done to
keep you out of the gang?" , they
answered, "Knowing that an adult cared
if I lived." and "Have someone tell me
what right and wrong are." By placing
restrictions on your child and showing
interest in their friendships you are send-
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ing signals that you care for their wellbe-
ing.

In closing Ms. Renick discussed the
importance of having family traditions.
These traditions; eating dinner together
nightly, communicating, etc.; will give
your children the security in themselves
to say no at that critical point in their
life.

It was good to have LARRY
BEAULIEU back from his extended vaca-
tion to London, but the crowd did not
react as favorably to his new material.
Rix GAREY was seen enjoying not one,
but two desserts. When asked he com-
mented, "This is an enhanced dessert."

On a more serious note MICHAEL
LoOHR and LAUREL MARTIN discussed the
possibility of having Ms. Renick's video
available to school districts. Both to edu-
cate teachers and administrators as well
as the students. Following up with Ms.
Renick after her speech it was found that
tapes are available for a small fee. Could
this be another project for the Rotary
Foundation?

Speaking of the Rotary Foundation, a
new Paul Harris recipient was announced
at last week's meeting. ROGER MCCABE
thought he was to present the minutes of
board action to the membership when he
sat at the head table, but thanks to the
generosity of an anonymous Rotarian he
became a Paul Harris Fellow.
Congratulations Roger!
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***#*SUNSHINE REPORT#****
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CONGRATULATIONS! to Lori
Falk and John Johnson on the
birth of their daughter, Abigail

Grace, on October 16.
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Practically Amazing!
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CHILDREN'S OPPORTUNITIES
GRANT EXPAND ROTARY SER-
VICE POSSIBILITIES

Taking advantage of high investment
income, the Rotary International Board of
Directors and the Trustees of The Rotary
Foundation have pooled $20 million in
funds to create a far-reaching new pro-
gram. Children's Opportunities Grant,
designed to provide a better life for chil-
dren worldwide.

Rotary clubs and districts, Rotary
clubs, and Interact Clubs acting through
their sponsoring clubs may apply for
Children's Opportunities Grants for up to
$25,000 to support new projects benefit-
ing children to age 16, particularly those
in their formative, pre-teen years.

In addition, clubs may be eligible for
Supplemental Grants for Successful
Children's Projects of up to $25,000 to
expand ongoing projects that were initiat-
ed with the help of a Foundation humani-
tarian grant. Yet another form of assis-
tance, an additional matching grant of up
to $50,000 called the Children's
Opportunities Bonus, may be awarded to
worthy new Matching Grants projects
benefiting children.

The Children's Opportunities Grants
program envisions - but does not specify
- projects such as care for orphans and
street youths, literacy education, provi-
sion of basic food and clothing, primary
health care and immunizations, child care
centers for working parents, the preven-
tion of child abuse and the exploitation of
child labor, restorative surgeries for birth
defects, rehabilitation for crippling
injuries, and drug abuse prevention.

An exceptional program, Children's
Opportunities Grants differ from other
Foundation humanitarian grants. No
matching funds are required from the ini-
tiating club and no international sponsor
is required. A one-time opportunity, the
grants will be available on a first-come
basis until funds are exhausted.

Certain restrictions apply. If a
Rotary club initiates a Children's
Opportunities Grants project in another
country, Rotarians in the Project country
must be actively involved. Before award-
ing a Supplemental Grant, the Foundation
may require that monitors assess the suc-
cess of the original project. And while
any club may apply for a Children's
Opportunities Bonus along with a
Matching Grant, approval is not automat-
ic.

Each applicant for a Children's
Opportunities Grant may apply for a
maximum of two grants per Rotary year,
but before a second application will be
considered, the first grant must be suc-
cessfully completed and a final report
submitted to and accepted by The Rotary
Foundation.

NOTICE
DUES FOR THIS 6 MONTH PERIOD
WERE DUE IN JULY. IF YOURS
HAVE NOT BEEN PAID, PLEASE
DO SO AT THIS TIME.

Oct.28 - Nov.3
10/29 PAUL SKINNER Jasper
10/29 JANET WALKER Pueblo, CO
10/30 LYN JELINEK Beaumont
10/31 NEAL BAKER Beaumont
10/31 TrAvis BREWER Houston
11/03 ARTHUR BERRY Orange
11/03 SusaN RAMSDELL Kansas City, AR

MONDAY

So. Park 12 N, Holiday Inn-Midtown

N. Port Arthur 12 N, Holiday Inn-Hwy 69

Vidor 12 N, Old Faith Chapel
TUESDAY

West Bmt. 12 N, Beaumont Hilton

Port Neches 12 N, Pompano Club
WEDNESDAY

Groves 12 N Pompano Club
THURSDAY

Port Arthur 12 N, Ramada Inn

Bridge City 12 N, St. Paul Methodist Ch.
FRIDAY

Nederland 12 N. Schooner
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Are You A Supporting Member?
If You Can Be. .. You Should Be!
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