Published by the

Rotary Club of Beaumont USPS 471-700 Periodical
Subscription price $5.00 per year
Periodicals postage paid at Beaumont, Texas POSTAGE
Published weekly, except for Christmas week, Pald at

New Years week & two unspecified
non-meeting weeks.
POSTMASTER: send address changes to
Beaumont Hilton, Suite 213
2355 IH-10 South

Beaumont, TX 77705

Beaumont, TX

The Rotary Fountain, Downtown Beaumont Photo by Mark Low Imagery

Photo by Steve Buser

A Publication of the Rotary Club of Beaumont, Texas - Club #72 Vol. 93 No. 40 April 21, 2004

Tom Jackson-Navigation District | | Welcome Back!

Tom is a native  County Waterway and Navigation
of  Jefferson  District, which is the lead local
County having sponsor of the Sabine-Neches
been born and  Waterway.

raised in Beau-

mont. Tom Tom is married to Kathleen
graduated from  Jackson and they have three
Beaumont children, Tommy, Kit and Thea.
schools and went on to graduate
from Lamar University. }

President Azim welcomes Past
President Harland Merriam back
after 440 days on active duty with
the U.S. Army. We're delighted
to have him with us again!

Tom and his family own a rice
farm just west of the Beaumont TEXAS PLEDGE
city limits where he farmed for
twenty years. Tom is currently the
general manager of the Jefferson
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| pledge allegiance to thee, Texas
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BEAUMONT ROTARY FOUNDATION, INC.
Maurine Gray
Azim Keramati
Eric Meadows
Harland Merriam
Peg Towers
Michael Wolf

Bessie Chisum, RotaryGram Committee Chair

Alexine Boutin, Executive Director
Office Hours: Weekdays 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
409-842-1913 « Fax: 409-842-5613
rotarybmt1@yahoo.com
Meets Wednesdays at Noon
Beaumont Hilton < International Ballroom

Future Programs

April
28" Youth Day

Make-ups

Monday:
No. Port Arthur ....... Holiday Inn Hwy 69
L7 To [o] P Hibernia National Bank
Tuesday:
Spindletop............... Holiday Inn 11th St.
OraNGe. . suvsusssssvsssssvaveres Sunset Grove
Port Neches...................Pompano Club
Wednesday:
GrOVES . susssvsnsisvsmsvsasnine Pompano Club
Thursday:
Port Arthur.: ...csvsesses Holiday Inn Hwy 69
Friday:
Nederland................ Garden Tea Room

On-line: www.rotary5450.org/eclub
(limit 3 times in each quarter)

Program Review

What a delight to have a respite from
serious, heady corporate, govern-
mental related programs and to hear
from a young lady who is an out-
standing university student and a
charming communicator. Robbie
Waters, a Lamar University senior, is
a Rotary International Ambassadorial
Scholar who spent 2002 - 2003 in
Spain representing Rotary District
5910.

She began by saying that if the pro-
jection equipment (which is quickly
replacing Hilton Hotel food as fodder
for Larry Beaulieu’s newscast) did
not work, “not to worry, | have plenty
to say.” And did she indeed, and
said it very well and with good hu-
mor. ‘

Robbie was quickly immersed in a
world entirely new to her. It was her
first time abroad. She was exposed
to very anti-American views, espe-
cially for our president. “Why did you
vote for Bush” they wanted to know.
However, they knew our national an-
them and were familiar with the
American flag. They were con-
cerned because they felt our presi-
dent was also their president.

Cultural changes were many, but not
unpleasant. The food, especially
paella, fish and ham, were served
differently but was delicious. Some
of the other differences she men-
tioned - students often do not gradu-
ate from universities until they are 24
or 25 (why hurry when you'll have to
work the rest of your life); most home
kitchens are fueled by bottled gas
which was delivered every Tuesday
unless there was a soccer game;
trucks noisily picked up garbage after
midnight every night but the streets
were washed every night, too; cus-
tomer service is non-existent; there
was no air conditioning, no matter

how hot the weather; and drinks were
served without ice.

Robbie took advantage of traveling
throughout Europe, visiting thirteen
countries during her year and visiting
many Rotary Clubs. She was espe-
cially impressed by the club in Gra-
nada, Spain, where the meeting lasted
2 ¥ hours and tapas (appetizers) and
wine were plentiful!

Robbie was inspired by a Rotary say-
ing, “You can change the world one
person at a time.” She was, and is, an
inspiring ambassador for Rotary.
We're certain she changed many, es-
pecially those anti-Americans. She
thanked our club for giving her the op-
portunity to help change lives and
share experiences.

Our thanks go to Camille Mouton for
arranging the program and to Donna
Birdwell for her introduction of Rob-
bie.

Disney on Ice
Don't forget!
Rotary night at
Disney on Ice

Friday, April 23" - 7:30 p.m.
Ford Arena

All Rotarians who had purchased tick-
ets were entered in a drawing for the
official Disney on Ice Mickey Mouse
and Alexine won! She is pictured
above with Vice President Paula Bothe
who served as chair of the ticket com-
mittee and Mickey himself.
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Fellowship Event

Birthdays

The Rotary Club
of Beaumont’s Annual
Golf & Tennis & Washer Toss
Tournament

April 26,2004
Check in: 12:00 p.m.
Shotgun Start: 1:00 p.m.
Brent Wood Country Club
4201 South Major Drive

Golf - $60.00 per person

Format 4 person scramble
Ist, 2nd and 6th

place prizes

In keeping with Rotary Interna-
tional’s focus on “The Family of Ro-
tary”, we spotlight sister and brother
Rotarians Mary Ellen Robertson
(93) and Ralph McBride (95).

Mary Ellen sponsored Ralph'’s Ro-
tary membership.

Tennis - $25 per person
Washer Toss - $25 per person
Hot links and drinks provided

@ 12:00 p.m.

Is your birthday coming soon?

The data in the birthday bios comes
from your information sheet.
Please notify the Rotary Office of
changes in your life.

If you have moved recently,
please notify the Rotary Office
of your change of address

21% Allison Golias (96)

Financial Advisor,

UBS Paine Webber

Born in Austin and a sec-

ond generation Rotarian,
he is a graduate of the

& University of Texas. She is

flthe mother of Lee and
*Buffin, and is a member of

Temple Emanuel. She enjoys playing

tennis.

23™ Jim McNicholas (84)

Partner,

Germer, Bernsen & Gertz

Born in Maries County,
Michigan, he is a graduate
of the University of Michi-
gan. He is the father of Jim
Jr. and Graham, and is a -
member of St. Andrews
Presbyterian Church.

23" Ryan Smith (92)
Executive Director,
Texas Entergy Museum

raduate of Harding Uni-
ersity and the University
f Texas. He and his wife
& Peggy are the parents of

Jennifer and Kenneth. He
enjoys running, playing tennis canoe-
ing, backpacking and Texana book
collecting. Ryan is a Paul Harris Fel-
low.

27" Dan Ford (02)

Corps Officer,

The Salvation Army of Beaumont
Born in Baltimore, Mary-
land, he is a graduate of
the Salvation Army Col-
lege for Officer Training.
He and his wife Alba are

% the parents of Ariel and
Dylan, and are members of the Salva-
tion Army. Dan enjoys playing golf,
reading, bowling, boating and fishing.
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Rehabilitation Hospital
3340 Plaza 10 Blvd.
Beaumont, Texas 77707

409-835-0835 =
Program Spotlight: Orthopedic Rehab
Program Director —Juan Davila, M.D.
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