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Elton Gish

.

100" Anniversary of Port Arthur Facility of Motiva Enterprises
A Legacy of Spindletop and Sour Lake

The year 1903 was a
benchmark year in the
§ development of South-
east Texas and its eco-
nomic influence world-
wide. Elton Gish, Coor-
2 #88 dinator of Clean Prod-
ucts at the Motiva Enterprises’ Port Ar-
thur Refinery, has been interested in the
history of the refinery for more than 20
years.

The Port Arthur Refinery, where The
Texas Company (Texaco) began busi-
ness, started up on November 13,
1903, charging Sour Lake crude. Prod-

ucts produced at the refinery quickly
found their way to markets in Europe,
Africa, and the Far East.

Mr. Gish is credited with saving many
historic documents and several thou-
sand old photographs and negatives
which have proved invaluable in writing
his book detailing the 100-year history
of the refinery. Gish’s book details the
100 year history of Port Arthur Facility,
Port Arthur Terminal and Port Neches
Facility.

Motiva Enterprises recently opened a
museum to commemorate the 100"
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Future Programs

December
3@ Beaumont Community Players

Make-ups

Program Review

The Rotary Club of Beaumont was
treated to an interesting presentation
by Dr. Paul Pacter, Director of Stan-
dards for Small and Medium-Sized
Entities (SMEs) at the International
Accounting Standards Board in Lon-
don and Director in the Global IAS Of-
fice of Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu in
Hong Kong.

Dr. Pacter spoke about his work in
comparing Chinese accounting stan-
dards with United States or Interna-
tional standards and the problems that
the differences cause for investors and
others doing business in China.

He addressed the economy and capital
markets of the People’s Republic of
China (PRC) as well as accounting
and financial reporting in China.
China’'s economy is now the fourth
largest in the world and is expected to
grow at a rate of 8.5% in 2003.

There are around 450,000 foreign-
owned companies in China and the
country achieved the highest foreign
direct investment in the world in 2002.
So the prospects for business and in-
vestment in China are certainly great.

He then recounted some of the “horror
stories” of doing business in China.
They include:

e Chinese investors are individuals not
knowledgeable institutional investors;

e most listed PRC companies are NOT
audited by international auditing
firms;

e there is a shortage of skilled actuar-
ies, appraisers, and financial ana-
lysts;

e weak corporate governance systems;
and

e widespread mismanagement, bad
debts, and corruption.

The program concluded with Dr. Pacter
summarizing his views with one word:

Progress has been
ENORMOUS;
Problems facing the economy are
ENORMOUS,; but
Prospects for the future are also
ENORMOUS.

Dr. Pacter had been speaking to classes
at Lamar University for several days as
part of the Executive in Residence Pro-
gram jointly sponsored by Lamar and
Texas A&M University. He is the third
speaker this year in the program funded
by ExxonMobil. After the meeting, he
visited College Station for several more
days of lectures.

Our thanks go to Henry Venta who ar-
ranged Dr. Pacter’s visit to our club.

(Continued from page 1)

anniversary and includes Gish’s his-
toric collection. Some of the more in-
teresting items in the museum are the
original construction bid documents
from 1903, an old wooden camera
used to take employee photographs as
late as 1984, several long panoramic
views of the refinery and shipping ter-
minal from 1906 to 1930, thousands of
photographs taken in the first 60 years,
and an extensive collection of cans
that were made and filled in Port Arthur
from 1910 to 1984 when the canning
plant was shut down. The museum is
located in Motiva's Employee Building.

Gish is in charge of gasoline blending
and production of other fuel products at
Motiva. He began employment at the
Port Arthur Refinery in 1968 working as
a student engineer while attending
Lamar University. After graduating with
a Chemical Engineering degree in 1972,
he was employed by the refinery where
he has worked in various positions in
Process Engineering, lubricants manu-
facture, and Business Planning. Motiva
Enterprises is 50% ownership of Shell
Oil Products US and Saudi Refining, Inc.
What began 100 years ago in November
1903 as The Texas Company, then Tex-
aco became Star Enterprise and now,
Motiva Enterprises.
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Charles H. Wembaum, Jr.
Receives

2003 T. Kelsey Lamb, Sr.

Award for Business Ethics

Past President (and past award winner)
Floyd McSpadden (l) presented the
2003 T. Kelsey Lamb, Sr. Award for
Business Ethics to Past President
Charlie Weinbaum (pictured above with
President Azim Keramati) at the No-
vember 19" meeting.

In accepting the award, Charlie acknowl-
edged that possibly for the first time in
his life he was speechless.

Charlie is a third-generation Beaumont
Rotarian who joined in 1949 and served
as 1983-84 President. His grandfather
Hyman Perlstein, an early member of
the club, sponsored his son-in-law
Charles H. Weinbaum for membership in
January, 1924. Charlie’s son Bo (1978)
is carrying the family’s Rotary tradition
into the fourth generation.

The award, given to the Rotarian who
lives the Four Way Test personally and
professionally, honors T. Kelsey Lamb
who served as President of the Rotary
Club of Beaumont in 1942-43 and as
District Governor in 1951-52. His son
Tom, Jr. served as President in 1971-72
and his grandson Tommy (lll) served as
President in 1996-97.

Charlie’s birthday was November 23™
the award was an early birthday gift and
honor from his fellow Rotarians. Con-
gratulations from all of us!

Birthdays

26" Eddie Arnold (98)

Regional Manager

SBC Southwestern Bell

~ |Born in Pittsburg, Penn-

| sylvania, he is a graduate

¢ |of Stephen F. Austin State
| University. He and his wife
= Sheri are the parents of

=558 Aaron, Kelly, Holly and

He enjoys playing golf, fishing

Carol.
and travel. Eddie is a Paul Harris Fel-
low.

26" Kathy Snyder (01)

CEO,

Healthsouth Rehabilitation Hospital
of Beaumont

Born in Midland, she is a

graduate of Texas Chris-

tian University. She and

her husband Graham are

the parents of Matthew,

. - and are members of First

Christian Church. She enjoys fishing,

playing golf, and volunteer work.

27" Margaret Cherb (87)

Retired Executive Director,

Rotary Club of Beaumont

Born in Mobile, Alabama,
she is a graduate of the
Salvation Army College
and is a member of Cal-
vary Baptist Church. She
enjoys music, travel and
reading. Margaret is a Paul Harris

Ramblings

Toby Castro rose to the challenge in
leading us in the Texas flag pledge for
the first time (see the front page of this
RotaryGram).

Billy Kinney is one of the few Rotari-
ans observed reciting the Texas flag
pledge by heart. No one noticed him
memorizing it from the RotaryGram.

The question is: Who gets to sit with
the lemons and butter next week?

29" Ken Ruddy (56)

President,

SE Texas Classic Automotive, Inc.

Born in St. Louis, Missouri,
he is a graduate of St. Louis
State University and lowa
State University. He and
his wife Therese are the
parents of Sharon, Deb-
orah, Roane, Therese, Christine, Ken
Jr., Erin, Patrick, Elizabeth and Peter,
and are members of St. Anne’s Catholic
Church. He enjoys fishing and hunting.
Ken is a Paul Harris Fellow.

1% Marty Vershel (99)

Senior Pastor

Wesley United Methodist Church

Born in Brooklyn, New York,
he is a graduate of South-
ern Methodist University.
He and his wife Margaret
are the parents of Connor
and Zack, and are members
of Wesley United Methodist Church. He
enjoys playing baseball, reading, mov-
ies, playing golf and teaching.

Holiday Party

Save the Date- December 16, 2003

The Rotary Holiday Party will be held
Tuesday, December 16" on the 8" Floor
of the John and Mary Gray Library of
Lamar University at 7:00p.m. Invitations
will be mailed to your home and re-
sponses made to the Rotary office.

A fun evening is planned including a
unique meal, the Beaumont Rotary Cho-
rus and dancing to the beat of Toby
Castro and Friends. Cost is $25.00 per
person. A cash bar will be available.

We want this to be a fun and happy
celebration of the holiday season and to
honor ninety years of the Rotary club of
Beaumont and ninety-eight years of Ro-
tary International.

Please plan to attend!
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