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Roland Ramirez - Market Analyst

Head Table

Roland Ramirez is
owner of Ramirez De-
velopment Strategies,
an Economic Develop-
ment, Real Estate De-
velopment, and Dispute
Resolution consulting
S .. W firm based in The
Woodlands. He is also vice-president
of Integrity Developer Group, Inc., a
residential subdivision developer and
home builder and is vice-president of
Realty Brokers, Inc. a realty group in
Houston.

He is a leading U.S. market analyst
specializing in Community Economic
Development, Real Estate Market Ana-

lysis, and Real Estate Development.
He has been engaged by clients
throughout the United States and inter-
nationally. He has consulted exten-
sively with law firms, real estate firms,
cities and counties, financial institu-
tions, private investors, economic de-
velopment corporations, and universi-
ties.

He writes articles, leads seminars,
teaches, and is a speaker for various
professional organizations.

He holds a Bachelors degree in Envi-

ronmental Design (Architecture) and a

Masters in Urban Planning from Texas
(Continued on page 3)
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Non-profit advertising
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Contact the Rotary Office
842-1913

{3 . Beaumont will benefit from the sale of
h the Edison Commemorative Coin.
i, S

SUPPORT A LOCAL TREASURE
RN The Edison Museum in downtown

For details, go to:
http.//www.usmint.qov/mint_programs/
And click on Commemoratives
Or call 1-800-872-6468
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Future Programs

October

13" Bob Phillips, Texas Country
Reporter

20" Congressman Nick Lampson

Make-ups

Monday:

No. Port Arthur ....... Holiday Inn Hwy 69
Vidor..........ee.e. Hibernia National Bank
Tuesday:
Spindletop............... Holiday Inn 11th St.
(©]7- 10 o[- TERENNES———— Sunset Grove
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GrOVES. ..i . iiseinsmses saanass Pompano Club
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Port: Arthur.. . Holiday Inn Hwy 69
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On-line: www.rotary5450.org/eclub
(limit 3 times in each quarter)

Program Review

Last week’s scheduled speaker, Rep-
resentative Joe Deshotel, had an un-
avoidable conflict and was unable to
join us. Jim Rich and Verna Ruther-
ford (a Port Arthur Rotarian) stepped
in and used this timely opportunity to
present an in-depth report from the
Southeast Texas Coalition for Air Ser-
vice LLC.

The Coalition is an organization put
together to sign the revenue guaran-
tee agreement with Delta Airlines for
service between the Southeast Texas
Regional Airport (BPT) and the Dallas-
Fort Worth International Airport (DFW)
which began in May of this year.

In addition to Jim and Verna, the man-
aging partners of the Coalition Aubrey
Webb, Larry Beaulieu, Don Boumans
and Tony Houseman also attended
the meeting.

On behalf of the Coalition, Jim
thanked Walt Snyder who did the le-
gal work, the escrow agreement with
Community Bank (now Texas State
Bank) and the negotiations with
Delta’s legal council on the agree-
ment.

Jim also thanked Lois Ann Stanton
and Pat Parsons of Texas State
Bank, local media representatives
Larry Beaulieu, Vesta Brandt, Van
Greer and former member Mark
McKinnon, Barbara Knight and Air-
port Manager Hal Ross for their hard
work and support.

The success of the Coalition resulted
in our airport being one of only three
regional airports out of the ninety in
the U.S. that were the recipients of
$20 million in Department of Transpor-
tation grant money.

The Coalition also received national

news coverage as a featured story in
an aviation magazine 'and numerous
cities have contacted the Coalition to

determine how we accomplished the
agreement.

Since Delta has announced that it is
discontinuing its hub status at DFW in
January, the airline will no longer pro-
vide service between Southeast Texas
and Dallas. However, talks are under-
way and local support is being evalu-
ated for Delta to provide two daily flights
between Southeast Texas Regional Air-
port and its main hub in Atlanta.

The benefits a Southeast Texas - At-
lanta connection would provide include
309 daily one-stop connections to 112
domestic airports and 35 international
cities on Delta as well as additional con-
nections through SkyTeam and Delta’s
codeshare partners. This includes 62
cities that were not accessible through
DFW.

By comparison Delta currently has 105
daily one-stop connections to 50 do-
mestic airports through DFW. After
January it will have only 21 daily flights.

Jim concluded by saying, “We are not
asking you to go to Atlanta. We are ask-
ing that you make connections through
Atlanta. These airlines make their
money on the flow through traffic. Ser-
vice to Houston (on existing Continental
flights) and Atlanta will give consumers
a choice and will impact ticket prices.

“The economic impact is this. If you con-
sider service for one year, and calculate
the landing fees, impact of the ASA
(local Delta) payroll, the extra TSA
(security) staff at the airport and sales
tax from car rentals and hotel rooms, we
will more than make up for the potential
loss.

“Air Service is critical to our area. We
will never be a first rate area without air
service.”

Our thanks go to Bessie Chisum for
arranging the program.
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Thank you,
Advertisers!

We wish to thank the following Rotarians
for renewing their RotaryGrams advertis-
ing this year:

Neal Baker, Thermacon Service Co.
Rod Carroll, Stat Care EMS
Stewart Chisum, R.O. Williams & Co.
Bill Clark, Bill Clark Pest Control
Gerald Condon, Collision & Classics
Paul Davidson, Hibernia National Bank
Lum Edwards, Jr., J.S. Edwards
& Sherlock Insurance
Chuck Ege lll, Bank One
Steve Lucas, Wells Fargo Bank
Ted Moor lll, Talon Insurance Agency
Linda Moore, Cowboy Harley Davidson
Leonard Juncker, Wathen DeShong
& Juncker
Ron Reed, Lamar Bank
Lois Ann Stanton, Texas State Bank
Robert Turner, JK Chevrolet-lsuzu
Gary Underwood & Bruce Walker,
Time Warner Cable
Charlie Weinbaum, Weinbaum
Insurance Agency
Wilton White, SouthTrust Bank

Welcome to our new advertisers:

Bessie Chisum, Chisum Resource
Management
Van Greer, KBTV - Channel 4
Roger McCabe - Mehaffy & Weber

Good News!

Tillie Hickman welcomed a new grand-
son and Robert Hickman welcomed a
new nephew into their family last week.

Evander Fletcher Fogle was born in to
her daughter/his sister Dr. Robin Fogle
and her husband. Tillie will bring lots of
photos when she returns home from
Anaheim, California.

Evander is Tillie’s second grandchild
born in the last six months, joining
Robert’s daughter Abigail Elizabeth.
Congratulation to all!

Birthdays

6™ Lum Edwards Ill (90)

Vice President,

J.S. Edwards & Sherlock, Insurance
Born in Beaumont, he at-
tended Trinity University
and is a graduate of
Lamar University. He is
the father of Joseph, and
is a member of Calder
Baptist Church. He enjoys running,
drawing and art history.

8" Donna Birdwell (03)
Director of University Honors Program,
Lamar University
Born in San Angelo, she
is a graduate of Southern
Methodist University. She
is the mother of Brendan
and Rebecca Pheasant,

= and is a member of Spin-
dletop Unitarian Church. She enjoys
crafts, reading and travel.

Youth Exchange Studen

Emy Pettersson from
Sweden is our Rotary
i/ Youth Exchange Stu-
dent this year. She is
 attending West Brook
High School.
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She is from the village of Tullus where
she lives with her family. Her father
works with the International Red Cross
and her mother is a midwife at the lo-
cal hospital. She has a brother (14)
and a sister (12).

Emy loves to ski, both cross country
and slalom and has also spent four
weeks in Jackson Hole, Wyoming on
another youth exchange program.

If your family would like to host Emy,
or if you know of a family who would,
please contact Ted Moor (721-6400 or
tmoor@talonins.com) or contact
Alexine at the Rotary office.

9" Bill DeMore (94)
President/Partner,
Cornerstone Media
~7] Born in Kansas City, Mis-

ouri, he is a graduate of
Eastern New Mexico Uni-
versity. He is the father of
Jarred and Christopher. He
enjoys skiing.

10" Wyatt Snider (04)

Partner,

The Snider Law Firm

Born in Fort Worth, he is a
graduate of the University
of Houston and Baylor Law
School. He and his wife
Scarlett are expecting a son
due in November, and are
members of Calder Baptist Church. He
enjoys playing golf and reading.

11" Ron Reed (99)
President/CEQ,
Lamar Bank

Born in Portales, New Mex-
ico, he is a graduate of St.
Edwards University. He is
the father of Lori and
Wesley. He enjoys playing
tennis and scuba diving.

12" Sina Nejad (95)
President,
Sigma Engineers, Inc.
Born in Tehran, Iran, he is a
graduate of Lamar Univer-
sity. He and his wife So-
heila are the parents of
Amir and Layla. He enjoys

. parachuting and taking vio-
lin lessons with his son.

(Continued from page 1)

A&M University. He has studied abroad,
holds a Texas Brokers License, and is a
member of various professional and
business organizations.

Mr. Ramirez is married and resides in
the Woodlands, Texas with his wife and
three children.

jkchevrolet.com 409-722-0443

at the airport
Our People Make the Difference

SEE THE DIFFERENCE

Chisum Resource Management
salutes

YMBL and

The South Texas State Fair
Ford Park - October 14 - 24
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