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Our club has been honored to spon-
sor candidates for Rotary Interna-
tional's Ambassadorial Scholarships
for many years and in the last five
years, three of our candidates have
been awarded the prestigious schol-
arship, second financially only to the
Fulbright Scholarship: Beth Tindall
who studied in Chile during 2003-04,

Brandan Still who studied in Ireland
2004-05 and Jenny Achilles is cur-
rently studying in El Salvador.

This year our club sponsored two
young women for 2007-08 Ambas-
sadorial Scholarships: Jenna
Dauvis (left) and Divya Virma (right).
Our District Ambassadorial Scholar
Selection Committee interviewed
both young women as well as six
other applicants on Saturday, April
291", To our delight, both of our
candidates were named our Dis-
trict's two Ambassadorial Scholar
Nominees! After approval by Ro-
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Knowing the history of Gladys City
paid off for a few Rotarians
Wednesday as our own Richard
Bothel used prizes to keep us on
our toes and teach us at the same
time.

Aided by Christie Marino, the coor-
dinator of the Spindletop Gladys
City Boomtown Museum on the
Lamar University campus, Richard
— whose day job is executive direc-
tor of continuing education at
Lamar — brought out a number of
interesting facts about our own
area in the format of a trivia game
for our members.

Max Duplant won a Gladys City
“gimme” cap for correctly naming
January 10, 1901, as the date the
Lucas Gusher blew in. For the next
nine days, Richard said, that single
well produced 100,000 barrels of oil
per day. By 1902, he said, 285
wells had been drilled and, in that
same year, 17 million barrels of oil
were produced and 41,000 people
moved to Beaumont within a six-
month period.

Richard said most geologists be-
lieved that no oil would be found in
this part of Southeast Texas.
James Broussard and Jerry
White won bags of Gladys City
goodies for naming the two men
who proved “most” geologists
wrong: Patillo Higgins and Anthony
Lucas.

We also learned that not much oil
was produced here after 1902, until
1926, when new production tech-
niques ignited a second boom on
“the hill” outside Beaumont. Almost
15 million barrels of oil were
pumped that year.

Christie, with a lot of help from Jim
and James Broussard, informed us
that caskets were originally kept in
the A. Broussard Livery Stable at
Gladys City (because they were car-
ried by horses pulling wagons) and
that later became the A. Broussard
Undertaking & Livery Stable. How-
ever, Broussard’s was already in
business on Fannin Street in Beau-
mont before the days of the Gladys
City livery stable.

Those of us who have been Rotari-
ans for awhile remember the building
of a new visitors center at Gladys
City in 2000 and the big centennial
celebration in 2001, with then-Mayor
Evelyn Lord chairing the arrange-
ments, former First Lady Betty Ford
cutting the ribbon and Past President
George H. W. Bush as the main
speaker.

Unfortunately, Hurricane Rita dam-
aged every building at the museum,
with the cost of repair estimated at
close to one million dollars. He
stated that FEMA may pay for about
$700,000 worth of the work. All the
derricks, except the main one de-
signed by our club’s Sina Nejad,
were knocked down by the high
winds. But the meeting room is
open and the gusher still works, as is
demonstrated each Saturday.

The East Texas Tourism Society re-
cently named Gladys City one of the
top ten tourist attractions in South-
east Texas. It drew 20,000 visitors
in 2005. Richard and Christie pre-
dicted that the Spindletop Museum
will soon be back in full operation
and better than ever. They made it
apparent that we have a treasure
here that many of us have been tak-
ing for granted.
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SPECIAL GUESTS

BIRTHDAYS

We introduced three special guests
at last week’s meeting who had not
been able to join our Youth Day pro-
gram the week before: our Rotary
International Youth Exchange stu-
dent from France and this year’s two
scholarship recipients (both seniors
at Monsignor Kelly High School).

Our exchange stu-
dent Emeline Sicard
(pictured with her
ost Mom Becky
iHenry) told us about
her experiences in
Southeast Texas, including fleeing
the hurricane and participating in
RYLA and Camp Enterprise.

_ [Dillon Klein is a member
of the National Honor So-
ciety and the National
Forensic League, Cap-

v tain of the football team,
a Tapps History State finalist and a
Wendy's High School Heisman
Scholar nominee. He participated in
Camp Enterprise, the Youth Leader-
ship Forum on Medicine and Law
and Who's Who and was a Student
of the Month. He volunteered at the
MDA Summer Camp, the CASA
Walk, Clays for Kids and Some
Other Place. Dillon will study busi-
ness at Texas A&M University.

Dorian Walker is a member the Na-
tional Honor Society, Key Club,
SADD Retreat Team, Peer Counsel-
ing Team, the National Forensic
League, Who's Who and the Mock
Trial Team. He served as Junior
Class Vice President and Student
Council Senior Representative, at-
tended Boys State, was a member
of the track and football teams and
was a Student of the Month. He
won the Elizabeth Ann Seton Award

24th Wayne Holland (91)

Vice President,

Capital One

Born in Kountze, he is a
raduate of Lamar Uni-
ersity. He and his wife
nn are the parents of
auren and William,
“and are members of St.
Andrews Presbyterian Church. He
enjoys reading, playing golf and
softball.

25t Tommy Hebert, Jr. (88)
Retired

Born in Port Arthur, he
attended Lamar Univer-
sity and is a graduate of
the University of North
Texas. He and his wife
Ange are the parents of
Sheryl and Teresa, and are mem-
bers of Wesley United Methodist
Church. He enjoys growing roses,
hunting, fishing, travel and wood-
working.

29th Frank Alegria (04)

Senior Pastor,

First United Methodist Church

: 77 Born in Corpus Christi,
he is a graduate of
Stephen F. Austin State
University, Perkins
School of Theology of
SMU and The Theologi-
cal School of Drew University. He
and his wife Edna are the parents

and the American Citizenship
Award, served on the Beaumont
Mayor’s Youth Commission and
participated in Camp Enterprise
and RYLA. He volunteered at
Habitat for Humanity and Some
Other Place, He will study busi-
ness at the University of Texas at
Austin.

of Paula, Francisco (Frankie) and
Stephen, and are members of First
United Methodist Church. He enjoys
horticulture, computers, reading,
wood working and calligraphy.

30t Jo Ann Block (01)

Executive Director,

American Red Cross

Born in Houston, she is a
graduate of Texas
Womens University and
Sam Houston State Uni-
i versity. She is a member
of Friendship Baptist
Church. She enjoys arts & crafts,
volunteering, reading and travel.

(Continued from page 1)

tary International this fall, they will
receive up to $26,000 to study
abroad during the 2007-08 academic
year.

Jenna Davis, a Beaumont native, will
graduate this month from Texas Lu-
theran University with a degree in
International Studies and Communi-
cation. She wants to study in South
Africa or England

Divya Virma, a native of Brazil, will
graduate this month from Lamar Uni-
versity with a degree in Economics.
Divya has visited our club several
times as President of our award-
winning Rotaract chapter at Lamar.
She will attend Southern Methodist
University this fall to begin work on a
PhD in Cultural Anthropology. She
wants to study in Ecuador, Costa
Rica, Sri Lanka or India.

Congratulations, Jenna and Divya!
What an honor it is for our club to
have these two outstanding young
women represent Rotary Interna-
tional, District 5910 and all of us.
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