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broad scope of responsibilities, includ-
ing making sure that all Verlo fran-
chise organizations are achieving
benchmarks. He also implements
merchandising programs, ensures
Verlo brand imaging is maintained at
the store level, oversees interior de-
sign elements and spearheads re-
search and product development.

Mackey holds a 20-year record of
achievement and demonstrated suc-
cess, driving multi-million dollar, multi-
unit operations in the specific areas of
revenue, inventory management, mer-
chandising, marketing and cost con-
trols while providing award-winning
leadership in highly competitive mar-
kets. Mackey is tenacious in building
new businesses, securing an expert
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staff and foregoing strong relation-
ships with vendors, media outlets and
community leaders.

Prior to joining Verlo, he was em-
ployed as the director of sales/retail
operations for Fowlers Furniture, Inc.,
a family-owned, multi-store full-line
furniture chain with locations in Ten-
nessee and Georgia with over 20 mil-

lion dollars in annual revenue. He was
responsible for all aspects of the retail
model with specific focus on driving
revenue; overseeing the management
and sales staff of all stores, developing
and implementing training programs
and strategies designed to increase
productivity.

Mackey also worked for Tempur-Pedic
International as a territory sales man-
ager for the state of Virginia. In six
months, he opened 93 additional doors
(80-percent increase); added 36 slots to
18 existing accounts; and was the only
sales manager out of 56 to achieve the
contest quota designed to add new
product slot.

Mackey initiated his career in the bed-
ding business at Heilig Meyers Furni-
ture Company, America’s largest furni-
ture retailer at the time of his departure
with annual sales of over 1 billion annu-
ally. During his nearly 10-year tenure
with Heilig, Mackey was named Credit
Manager of the Year, twice; received
the Vice President’s Award — Manager
of the Year; selected as corporate
trainer for vice presidents, divisional
supervisors and store managers for his
ability to develop and present training
programs on all aspects of the opera-
tions.

Mackey attended both Middle Tennes-
see State University and Cleveland
State Community College for business
administration. Originally from Tennes-
see, Mackey resides in Janesville, Wis-
consin, with his family.
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SCHOLARSHIP NEWS
APPLICATIONS DUE

Scholarship applications for high
school seniors bound for college are
now being accepted by the scholar-
ship committee. Dr. Richard Bothel is
the committee chairperson. For more
information about these Rotary schol-
arships, contact Richard at rich-
ard.bothel@lamar.edu. Applications
are available in the Rotary office and
on the website
(www.BeaumontRotaryClub.org). The
applications are due Saturday, March
1st.

District Conference

Upcoming Programs
2/20 Regent Truncale— Lamar Univ.
2/27 Jerry Epstein-Drug Forum of TX

Make-ups

Monday noon:
No. Port Arthur ... ....Holiday Inn Hwy 69

Vidor................Hibernia National Bank
Tuesday noon:
Spindletop....................Elegante’ Hotel
Orange..........................Sunset Grove
Port Neches .Pompano Club
Wednesday noon:
GIOVES... o sis s 5imsie 455 ...Pompano Club

Thursday 7:30 a.m.:
Hardin County... .
.................... Cowboy Reds Lumbenon

Thursday noon:

Port Arthur..............Holiday Inn Hwy 69
Friday:
Nederland...............Holiday Inn Hwy 69

On-line: www.rotaryeclubone.org
(limit 3 times in each quarter)

Mark your calendars now for 5910
District Conference in Beaumont, Fri-
day April 25 - Sunday April 27. De-
tails on conference schedule will be
provided in this space by DG Chuck
Mason and the Conference Commit-
tee in future RotayGrams. The Youth
Study Exchange students will be at-
tending the conference. Club mem-
ber hosts homes are needed for Fri-
day night, April 25th. Contact Leen-
ette. wilkke@gsa.gov who is YSE
Chair.

New Members

ers into the
Communities //7'/

Construct/on
Point Energy; '
Forest Nursing and Rehabilitation
Center; Donald Newman, Jason's
Deli; and Patty Williams; Communi- _~
ties in-Schoofr.

TEXAS
STATE
BANK

A Bank for Texas.

THERRSACON

AIR CONDITIONING + REFR'GERATION

r

f

@

CALL 832-8686 / 722-0111
WWW INE TRECONSHT VICEH DO
*Nui &w -\. o.:\mm u.u.n =

LA T
@ Dsvsrews

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

838-1676 wwwefficient-systems.com

Expert
Leadership

Solutions, LLC
Providing Advanced Leadership Strategies

Keith N. Rogers, President

@FETHAN ALLEN

DESIGN
CENTER

€705 EASIEX FRWY

¢ BEAUMONT & 4100 8GR-2

BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS
OF BEAUMONT

Serving the youth of Southeast
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Our People Make the Difference

. Don’t just sit idle. Volunteer to serve.
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TH
J.S. Edwards & Sherlock Insurance Agency REVIEW FOR FEBRUARY 6
ot After listening to an informative talk by They approached the people living in
Lum C. Edwarcs, J. W\ Jim Kite from Rotary International, we these conditions and decided to form a
Robert J. Raberison [ —— must all be thankful that we are ‘partnership’. The partnership included
Lum C. Edwards. I { Rt Cu of Beaumor blessed to live in the United States of the people learning how to build their
\ o ‘y Amerfa If ygu |gofto the webs,'llt(—:J of gwrdhorr?es‘ foréh?m_selves as'dwell as|
www.hopeandrelief.org you will be uild schools. Rotarians would supply
(409) 832-7736 * Fax 8331721 \ ~ able to tell how this humanitarian got the materials, and the communities
involved with the Nicaraguan project. would do the work. This partnership
‘ The website begins “Who Are The gave the community a sense of pride as
YOUR HOMETOWN Children of the Dump?” It goes on to they learned to rebuild their lives by
explain how in the late 1990's living planting food for both consumption and
conditions deplorable as mothers and for boosting their economy by selling
children were were forced to live what they did not consume for them-
among garbage dumps. Entire fami- selves. The homes are deeded to the
lies were left to fend for themselves as oldest woman of the family to insure that
they looked for food. the children always have a roof over
their heads.
You may ask yourself, how these con-
ditions came to be — and the simple Partnering has really helped the commu-
answer is after the revolution in the nities in Nicaragua to move from ex-
late 70’s, Communist took over the treme poverty to a more acceptable form
country for quite a number of years. of living under their current circum-
C A B L E The Communist ousted any profes- stances.
sional people that did not agree with Many projects are being developed and
P”bgcegﬂaeiseﬁ:;m' A"BSr:Le:v':l":";:ge' their tactics or beliefs. Coupled with funded through the generosity of many
720-5506 $24.9500 Hurricane Mitch in 1998, these people  donors to HOPE and RELIEF. Isn't it
were doomed.

nice to know that we are a part of a giv-
ing organization that helps people
around the world.

RYLA 2008 A GREAT SUCCESS...
AND A LIFETIME OF MEMORIES

Rotarian International decided to help.

WACHOVIA
l-:n(omn1:)r “’lsdﬂﬂl

One of the most rewarding opportuni- school junior interact with experts,
S — ties available to Rotarians is that of news reporters and journalists about
working closely with the youth of our current issues facing future leaders. A
communities to help young people de- weekend where they meet prominent
“/athen velop qualities of leadership and civic professionals with real success stories-
DeShong responsibility. The Rotary Youth Lead- one-on-one. A weekend where they
& _]uncker ership Awards (RYLA) is a program work through a set of.challenges and
et R T that encourages and recognizes the rs}tr'etﬁth thelr:]eaders::(lp skillt§ tﬁtnew
leadership abilities of teenagers and eights, such as walking a tight rope or
Coraed Publc Accouamor young adzlts through speciaglly de- crossing a 12-foot obstacle. A weekend
s Bah ras o DA TG 20w signed training workshops and camps. ~ Where they cheer some, cry some, lead
www.wiljcpa.com some, learn some, and follow some.
RYLA 2008 was held January 4 to RYLA is a lifetime of memories.
January 6 at the Pineywoods Baptist
¥ WEINBAUM INSURANCE Encampment in Woodlake, Texas Jolene Ortego and Tillie Hickman are
Gy e m v e (outside of Corrigan, Tx) which is a co-chairs of Beaumont Rotary's RYLA
= \ fancy name for a forestry camp. The this year. In subsquent editions of Ro-
Four Generetons of Rotarens 42 Clubs in Rotary District 5910 spon-  taryGram, they will share feedback
irdaka s 188 nambard sor 220 high school juniors to attend a from local students who participated in
biing 18 yoea of abealy weekend totally excluded from all dis- RYLA in January. Stay tuned...these
Phore W 810291 + Fao 4069 8331254 tractions. A weekend where high young people who attended RYLA are
extraordinary.

Don’t just sit idle. Volunteer to serve.
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