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DIANE D. RATH—TWC CHAIR AND
COMMISSIONER REPRESENTING
THE PUBLIC

R Diane D. Rath is

Chair and Com-
missioner Repre-
senting the Public
for the Texas
Workforce Com-
mission. Gover-
nor George W. Bush appointed
her to the three-member Com-
mission in September 1996 and
named her TWC Chair on June
2, 1998. Governor Rick Perry
reappointed her as Commis-
sioner and Chair on June 13,
2001. On July 11, 2007, Presi-
dent George W. Bush nomi-
nated Rath to serve as Assis-
tant Secretary of the Admini-
stration for Children and Fami-
lies at U. S. Health and Human
Services. She is awaiting Sen-
ate confirmation.

The Texas Workforce Commis-
sion has 28 programs that in-
clude all federal Department of
Labor activities, state and fed-
eral training programs, and
state child care initiatives.
There are currently 3,000 em-
ployees and an annual budget
of $1.1 billion.

Since her appointment, Rath has
become a leader in workforce
development. During her tenure
at TWC, a new workforce deliv-
ery system consisting of 28 re-
gional workforce development
boards has been developed, the
welfare rolls have decreased
more than 71 percent and more
than $800 million annually of pro-
grams have been transitioned to
the control of local boards. The
Texas Workforce Commission
has downsized its workforce over
50 percent. Texas leads the na-
tion in workforce development,
earning more than $84 million in
incentive awards for high
achievement for TANF job place-
ment and WIA success in the
past four years.

In August 2003, TWC completed
the sale of $1.4 billion in bonds.
This is the largest bond sale ever
issued by the State of Texas.
The proceeds were used to inno-
vatively finance the benefit pay-
ments for the Unemployment In-
surance Compensation Fund.
This action saved Texas employ-
(Continued on page 4)
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REVIEW FOR JANUARY 9™

This week Dr. Mary Kelly, an
author and member of the His-
tory Department of Lamar Uni-
versity, brought the program on
Spindletop and Beaumont at the
time of the Lucas Gusher. Her
topic gave Rotarians a perspec-
tive of what life in Beaumont
was like at the turn of the last
century and the significance of
Spindletop.

On January 1, 1901 it was the
beginning of the 20™ century
and the Lucas gusher had not
yet been discovered. The news-
paper predicted great things for
Beaumont in the new century.
They predicted an elegant union
depot, modern factories, a deep-
water channel, more people,
more business and more paved
street. Horses were the main
mode of travel with railroads
providing long distance trans-
portation.

There were four institutions of
higher education in Texas that
included Texas A & M, Prairie
View A & M, Sam Houston Nor-
mal (teacher’s college) and the
University of Texas. Leisure
time was spent visiting friends
and family, dancing, sewing,
horseracing and baseball. Coal
was the major fuel.

Topics of conversation included
the end of the Spanish-
American War, prohibition and
the Galveston hurricane.

On the business pages were
stories predicting spectacular
growth in Beaumont since it

might replace Galveston as a ma-
jor port.

Beaumont had a Chamber of
Commerce, a mayor, telephone
system, electricity, police force
and a volunteer fire department.
The population of Beaumont was
9,000 and rice, cattle and lumber
were the major sources of in-
come.

There were two banks, two news-
papers, twenty-three boarding
houses, four public schools, one
hospital and an overabundance of
saloons. Muddy streets were a
major city problem.

When the gusher came in it blew
for nine days sending about a mil-
lion gallons of oil into the air and
creating a huge oily lake. There
were many fires and black oily
smoke in the air.

After Anthony Lucas discovered
oil Beaumont went from a popula-
tion of 9,000 to 50,000 in just one
year. The number of banks tri-
pled, 600 oil companies sprang
up almost overnight and the num-
ber of saloons went from 23 to
81. This unusual growth ampli-
fied the problems of muddy

(Continued on page 3)

MEMORIAL RESOLUTION

Uliana Trylowski presented the
Memorial Resolution for Jane
O’Hanlon at last week’s meeting.
Please read the entire resolution
on our website:
www.beaumontrotaryclub.org
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Don’t just sit idle. Volunteer to serve.

Service Above Self
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Bessie Chisum, RotaryGram Committee Chair

Alexine Boutin, Executive Director
Office Hours: Weekdays 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
409-842-1913 or 626-1418 - Fax: 409-842-5613
rotarybmt1@yahoo.com
www.beaumontrotaryclub.org
Meets Wednesdays at Noon
MCM Elegante’ Hotel « 2355 IH-10 South

Next Week’s Program
1/23 Brian Littlefield - UPS Centennial

Make-ups

Monday noon:
No. Port Arthur ....... Holiday Inn Hwy 69
Vidor..........oo... Hibernia National Bank

Tuesday noon:
Spindletop.................... Elegante’ Hotel

Orange. ... wus sossnreesssnnss.0uNSet Grove
Port Neches...................Pompano Club
Wednesday noon:
Groves.......coovieeiiin Pompano Club

Thursday 7:30 a.m.:
Hardin County.................oool

Thursday noon:

Port Arthur.............. Holiday Inn Hwy 69
Friday:
Nederland............... Holiday Inn Hwy 69

On-line: www.rotaryeciubone.org
(limit 3 times in each quarter)

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

Spindletop Ball Park Bleacher
Restoration Project
Saturday & Sunday,
January 26" & 27"

Contact Gerald Condon to
participate - 338-1118 or
gcondon999@aol.com

Rotary at the Rink
Thursday, January 31% at 7:05
Proceeds of ticket sales go to
the Rotary Foundation

Spindletop Ball Park Bleacher
Restoration Project
Saturday & Sunday,

February 2™ & 3™
Contact Gerald Condon to
participate - 338-1118 or
gcondon999@aol.com

Rotary Women Build!
Habitat for Humanity
Saturday, February 16"
Contact Uliana Trylowski to
participate - 832-5853 or
uliana@beaumonthabitat.org

ROGER MCCABF_ —Rotary Past President
led, Personal Injury Trial Law
me Iexas Board of Legal Spacialzation
JOE . BROUSSARD —
Boerd Ceriified, Estate Planning and Probete Law
bv the Texas Board of Lagal Spedializarion
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streets, limited supplies of pure
water and an adequate sewage
system.

Beaumont was ill-prepared for
Spindletop. On January 1, 1901
it was still a sleepy town that
would soon be redefined by oil.

TALON INSURANCE
AGENCY, LTD.
TED MOOR IIL CPCU. CIC, CPLA

3500 HICHWAY a3
SORT ARTEUR, TXN 7764l
FH A0ET IGO0 EXT 4413

FAY 2087 H1-pedt

TEXAS
STATE
= BANK

A Bank for Texas.

i

This space is
available for

non-profit ads
Contact the Rotary Office for
information - 842-1913

Doy
F-4 xwfggﬂ’g y
AI!MTM mf"ﬁ

CALL 832-8686 / 722:0111
PR IO NGBS ORRET TR e
Mmt W&" . i& ¥ m:.af.@:: LA

o

ROTARY SHARES

B

Don’t just sit idle. Volunteer to serve.

Service Above Self




	01-16-08
	01-16-08-2
	01-16-08-3

