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MAYOR BECKY AMES

5 Mayor Becky Ames
= \vas sworn in as
@A | Beaumont's 41°

IS Mayor on May 22,
1 2007. A lifelong
resident of Jefferson
County who moved
to Beaumont in
1981, Mayor Ames previously
served the City as an At-Large
City Councilmember from 1994 to
2007.

While on the City Council, Mayor
Ames oversaw a number of initia-
tives that have had a lasting im-
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pact on the Beaumont commu-
nity, but perhaps her most signifi-
cant role was played in the days
and weeks following Hurricane
Rita, a Category-5 storm that
made a direct hit on Beaumont in
September of 2005. Along with
then-Mayor Guy Goodson, her
Council colleagues, and city offi-
cials, Mayor Ames spent count-
less hours on both preparations

for and response to the hurricane.

A frequent attendant at countless
neighborhood meetings through-
out Beaumont, one of Mayor

Ames’ main goals as Mayor is to
make city government more acces-
sible to Beaumont citizens. Mayor
Ames also plans to focus on im-
proving city infrastructure and con-
tinuing the revitalization of down-
town Beaumont.

(Continued on page 3)

REVISED PLEDGE TO
FLAG OF TEXAS

Honor the Texas flag;
| pledge allegiance to thee, Texas,
One state under God,
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Surely, there is no one on Planet
Earth that does not recognize, “I'd
Like to Buy the World A Coke”!
This slogan, along with “It's the
Real Thing” and “Things Go Bet-
ter with Coke”, has become a part
of our global lexicon. Do you
suppose the creator of the origi-
nal Coca-Cola in circa 1886 could
ever imagine the impact of this
product and company more than
100 years later? Statistically, if all
the Coca-Cola products were
converted to cans and laid end-
to-end, they would stretch 12,973
miles which is about distance
from the North to South Poles
(that is 300 different packages
and brands of soft drinks and
non-carbonated drinks).

It was a real treat last week at
Rotary to re-visit 100 years of
Coca-Cola Bottling here in Beau-
mont and the surrounding 9-
county area of our region. As we
entered the meeting, there were
favorite Coca-Cola commercials
and slogans playing on video
screens, a display of black and
white historical photos of Coca-
Cola delivery trucks participating
in local events and parades, origi-
nal art work and samples of
Coca-Cola products for Rotarians
to enjoy.

Beginning in 1907 at C. T. He-
isig’s candy company on Park
Street at the former site of the
Greyhound Bus Station, expand-
ing in 1911 to another location at
corner of Main and Wall Streets
(what is on that corner today?),
by 1931 the new plant was com-
pleted on Mariposa Street (now

MLK Blvd.) until moving to its pre-
sent location on Eastex Freeway
in 1985. There are currently 207
employees with a payroll impact
of $9 million to our local economy.

The “fish box” arrived in 1933 —
Beaumont'’s first vending ma-
chine. Customers actually used a
forked pole to fish for the drink
they wished to buy. The drink
was then picked up with the pole
and placed in a compartment
which opened when a coin was
inserted.

Ivory Harrison, Sales Center
Manager of the Beaumont plant
and new Blue Badge Club Mem-
ber, presented the original artwork
of the 5 winners of the Centennial
Art Competition with theme
“Coca-Cola: 100 Years of Re-
freshment in Southeast Texas”
from Students enrolled at Lamar
University’s College of Fine Arts
and Communications (Dean Russ
Schultz was smiling broadly).
Rotarians at the meeting were
each given a limited edition com-
memorative Beaumont bottle.

The Beaumont Coca-Cola plant in
Beaumont delivers beverages to
more than 5,305 retail customers
in the 9-county area, covering
6,706 square miles — an average
of 22 cities per day in 40 delivery
trucks which translates to some
756,000 eight ounce serves con-
sumed per day! In 2007, the
Beaumont Plant will sell and dis-
tribute in excess of 6 million cases
of Coca-Cola products.

(Continued on page 3)
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(Continued from page 1)

In addition to her duties as Mayor,
Ames serves as Executive Director
of Atria Collier Park, an assisted
living and retirement community in
Beaumont, a position she has held
since 1996. Prior to that, Mayor
Ames spent 12 years as Director of
Sales and Marketing for the Beau-
mont Hilton.

Mayor Ames has also been an ac-
tive member of a number of Beau-
mont organizations, such as the
Beaumont Chamber of Commerce,
the Junior League of Beaumont,
the Julie Rogers Gift of Life Breast
Cancer Awareness Program, and
the Downtown Rotary Club of
Beaumont.

Elected as Mayor Pro-Tem by her
Council colleagues four times dur-
ing her tenure on the City Council,
Mayor Ames has also been active
in local government organizations
such as the National League of Cit-
ies, Texas Municipal League, and
Southeast Texas Regional Plan-
ning Commission.

In 1998, Governor George W. Bush
appointed Ames to the Regional
Review Committee, which was
charged with oversight of federal
community development and plan-
ning funds to the area.

Mayor Ames attended public
schools in Jefferson County prior to
attending Texas A&M University,
and has been married to Rodney
Ames since 1983.

BIRTHDAYS

25™ Angela Baker (90)
Project Coordinator, United
Methodist Committee on Relief
' Born in Port Arthur,
she and her husband
Ray are the parents of
“® | Danny, and are mem-

(Continued from page 2)

Ms. Harrison concluded by thank-
ing Southeast Texas for allowing
Beaumont Coca-Cola Bottling
Company to be an integral part of
the community for the last 100

v bers of Wesley United
Methodist Church. She enjoys
reading, travel and community
service. Angela is a Paul Harris
Fellow.

25™ Ivory Harrison (06)

Sales Center Manager,
Beaumont Coca-Cola Bottling
Born in San
Augustine, she is a
graduate of the Uni-
versity of Houston.

84 She and her husband
Bobby are the parents of Bobby,
Jr., and are members of Fort
Bend Baptist Church. She en-
joys reading, traveling and crafts.

26™ Jarren Garrett (05)

Vice President - Business
Development, Memorial
Hermann Baptist Hospital

Born in Nederland, he

is a graduate of Lamar

University. He and his

wife Jill are the parents
2 M Of Jenna, Jace and

Jake and are members of Sto-

negate Church of Christ. Jarren

is a Paul Harris Fellow.

26" Ronnie Jones (03)
Vice President,
Architectural Alliance

Born in Port Arthur, he is a

years...and counting for another
successful century forward.

raduate of Texas A &
# M University. He and
his wife Cindy are the
parents of Tyler and
Jennifer, and are mem-
bers of Fellowship Baptist Church.
He enjoys playing golf, fishing,
camping and woodworking.

29" Pat Parsons (85)

President & Chief Operating
Officer, Texas State Bank

Born in Lufkin, he is a

graduate of Southern

Methodist University

| and the University of

, Houston. He and his

wife Melody are the parents of

John Pat, Jr., and are members of

Trinity United Methodist Church.

He enjoys old sports cars and gar-

dening.

31° George Perrett (06)

Public Affairs Director, Time
Warner

' Born in Galveston, se is

graduate of the Uni-

| versity of Houston. He

' and his wife Barbara are

v the parents of Trey and

Madison, and are members of St.

Anne Catholic Church.

31 Kathryn Walker (96)
Retired

1 Born in Logansport,

| Louisiana, she is a

| graduate of Stephen F.
|| Austin State University.
She and her husband
Bruce are the parents of Tyler and
Jennifer, and are members of Trin-
ity United Methodist Church. She
enjoys travel, reading and cooking.
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