Published by the

Rotary Club of Beaumont
Subscription price $5.00 per year
Periodicals postage paid at Beaumont, Texas

Published weekly, except Christmas week, New Years

week & two unspecified non-meeting weeks
POSTMASTER: send address changes to
MCM Elegante’ Hotel, Suite 213
2355 [H-10 South
Beaumont, TX 77705

USPS 471-700

Show Your Colors

PROJECT %

* FLAG

ROTARY SHARES

Periodical
POSTAGE
Paid at
Beaumont, TX

A Publication of the Rotary Club of Beaumont, Texas - Club 72 Vol. 97 No. 11, September 19, 2007

REPRESENTATIVE ALLAN RITTER

@ | Allan Ritteris a
| i}k 'member of the
: }~ ' Texas House of
™ Representatives
from District 21,
covering the west-
ern part of Jeffer-

son County

In 1999, he was elected
"Freshman of the Year" in a bi-
partisan vote by his House col-

leagues. He has successfully
passed legislation in areas rang-
ing from criminal justice and tax
policy to economic development
and higher education. He is cur-
rently vice-chairman of the
House Committee on Ways and
Means and a member of the
Land and Resource Manage-
ment Committee.

(Continued on page 2)
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Don’t just sit idle. Volunteer to serve.

Service Above Self
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26" John Ratcliffe - U.S. Attorney

Make-ups

Monday noon:
No. Port Arthur ....... Holiday Inn Hwy 69
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Tuesday noon:
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The Pledge to the Texas Flag

Honor the Texas Flag,
| pledge allegiance to thee, Texas,
One state under God,
One and indivisible.

REVIEW OF SEPTEMBER 12" PROGRAM|

Last Wednesday’s meeting was
a special treat with complimen-
tary Blue Bell Homemade Va-
nilla ice cream (its best seller)
for all of us! Travis Brewer in-
troduced Bill White, Chair of the
100" year Celebration of Blue
Bell.

Blue Bell is celebrating its 100"
anniversary with a year-long
celebration. The company be-
gan in 1907 as Brenham
Creamery Company and in 1911
made their first ice cream.

In the early years the company
struggled. But in 1919, E. F.
Kruse became the manager and
the company flourished. In 1930
he changed the name to Blue
Bell Creameries, naming it after
a native Texas wildflower. In
1951 E. F. Kruse died suddenly
and his oldest son Ed took
over. In 1954 younger son How-
ard joined the company and in
1969 developed the number one
flavor, Homemade Vanilla.

In 1986 a third generation Kruse
was convinced by his father to
close his law practice and join
Blue Bell. Paul became CEO
and President in 2004. In 1960,
the company expanded into the
Houston market, in1972 built a
new production plant, and in
1973 expanded to Beaumont.
They currently operate in 17
states.

The 100™ Anniversary has fea-
tured a traveling exhibit, Blue

Bell 100 Years Tour. So far the
exhibit has traveled 99,268 miles
and will travel another 2, 500
through December. A contest fea-
turing Taste of the Country Fla-
vors had entries such as Blizzard,
of Oz (Kansas), Sweet Cone Ala-
bama, Sooner Sundae (Okla-
homa) and Grand Prize Winner,
Southern Hospitality (South Caro-
lina).

Bill shared with us that some of
company’s core values are be
truthful, be honest, be fair, take
care of people and have a strong
work ethic — all values shared by
Rotary. President Angela noted
that in her 17 years at Rotary she
had never seen so many smiling
faces as many of us went back
for seconds (and thirds!) of Blue
Bell. Thank you, Travis, for ar-
ranging such an enjoyable (and
delicious) program!

(Continued from page 1)

As president of Ritter Lumber
Company, his family's 60 year-old
business, Allan has been a promi-
nent member of the business
community in Jefferson County.
He has been named "Small Busi-
nessman of the Year" by the Ned-
erland Chamber of Commerce.

In 2003, Allan was recognized for
his success as a lawmaker. He
was named "Legislator of the
Year" by the Combined Law En-
forcement Association of Texas,
and "National State Legislator of
the Year" by the National Home
Builders Association. He was
(Continued on page 3)
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BIRTHDAYS

19" Beverly Hatcher (90)
President, Golden Triangle
Minority Business Council
Born in Wellington,
.« Kansas, she attended
1 Wichita State Univer-
| sity. She and her hus-
4 band Stanley are the
parents of Breck, LaTye and
James, and are members of Cal-
vary Baptist Church. She enjoys
reading, travel and watching the
news.

20" Donna Ferchak (02)
President/CEO, Fairway
Management & Rentals
Born in Lafayette, Lou-
isiana, she is attending
Lamar Institute. She
nd her husband Rich-
i ard are the parents of
Ashlyn, Ralph, Haylee, Dick and
Amy. She enjoys playing golf,
cross stitching, reading and
travel.

20" Jerry Johnson (55)
Retired

 Born in Dallas, he is a
. graduate of Lamar
= | Junior College and
University of Texas

I &= School of Medicine.
He and his wife Suzanne are the
parents of Sydney, Ann, Amy
and Jamie, and are members of
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church.
Jerry is a Paul Harris Fellow.

22th Wilton White (79)

Retired

Born in Corpus Christi, he at-
tended Southwestern and Lamar

University, and is a
graduate the Univer-
| sity of Indiana and
Rutgers University.
He and his wife Bar-
bara are the parents of Kristi,
and are members of First
United Methodist Church. He
enjoys hunting and playing golf.
Wilton is a Paul Harris Fellow.

24" Robert Hickman (03)
Vice President & Principal,
Leap Engineering

Born in Lake Charles,
Louisiana, he is a
graduate of Lamar
University. He and
his wife Shawn are
the parents of Abigail Elizabeth
and Emaline, and are members
of St. Andrews Presbyterian
Church. He enjoys fishing and
boating.

25" Twila Baker (03)

Director of Internal Audit, Lamar
University

‘|Born in Tulia, she is a

graduate of Angelo

State University. She

and her husband Vic-
j tor are the parents of

Chris, and are members of

Pinewood First Baptist Church.

She enjoys playing tennis.

25™ Jerry Nathan IlI (68)

Of Counsel,

Benckenstein, Norvell & Nathan
Born in Beaumont, se is a
graduate of the University of
Texas and the University of
Texas School of Law. He and

his wife Iris are the
parents of Allison and
Irl, and are members of
Temple Emanuel. He
enjoys playing golf and
tennis. Jerry is a Paul Harris Fel-
low.

25" Hubert Oxford llI (88)
Partner, Benckenstein & Oxford
Born in Beaumont, he
. .| is a graduate of Texas
A&M University and
the University of Texas

' School of Law. He and
his wife Cindy are the parents of
Franny, Hubert, Mary, Ginny,
Danielle, Adrianna and Gabriella,
and are members of St. Anne's
Catholic Church. He enjoys fish-
ing, hunting and languages.

25" Joy Regenbrecht (88)
Retired

Born in St. Louis, Mis-
souri, she attended
Baylor University and
is a graduate of Lamar

' University and Sam
Houston State University. She
and her husband Charles are
the parents of Cyndy and Eric,
and are members of Calder Bap-
tist Church. She enjoys speak-
ing, writing, and participating in
life enrichment workshops.

(Continued from page 2)

also named to the Texas Associa-
tion of Realtors Hall of Fame and
has been recognized by The
Texas Association of Professional
Educators and the Texas Class-
room Teachers Association for
his commitment to education.

jkchevrolet.com 409-722-0443
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iIsuzu
at the airport
Our People Make the Difference

YOUR HOMETOWRN

Don’t miss the
Habitat Talent Show

benefiting
Habitat Initiatives
Habitat
for Humanity* Harvest Club

of lefferson Conty. Fridayy, September 14 6:30 pm

Call 832-5853 for reservations




	235319
	235331
	235346

