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CAbout Recology



100%
employee-owned

3.8k
employee-owners

1M+
customers served

Who We Are



Collection Processing

• 500,000 tons of 
recyclables annually

• 250,000 tons of 
compost annually

Commodity 
Sales

• 12 Material Recovery 
Facilities (MRFs)

• 8 Compost Facilities

• Landfills as a last resort

• Franchise Agreements 
with municipalities in 
137 communities across 
CA, OR, & WA

• Curbside collection of 
customers material

• Waste Zero education 
and outreach

• Community partnerships

Community 
Outreach

Our Business



Resource 
Recovery

Source Reduction Community Partnerships Waste Zero

Beyond WasteProducer ResponsibilityRecology Stores



CRecycling in Cupertino



Collection Processing

GreenWaste San Jose

Commodity 
Sales

GreenWaste San JoseRecology South Bay Recology South Bay

Community 
Outreach

Cupertino Recycling Program



Cupertino Recycling Audit
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Cardboard (OCC) MSW Paper (Mixed) Glass Plastic Metal Other

~80% recycled

~20% landfilled

vidula.aiyer
This is the audit of Blue bin collection only - yes?  Please add a note to that effect. Also, 80% recyled or recyclable? 
Are mixed papers 100% recycled? or less for example?



CState of Recycling



Common Recycling Questions

Does recycling actually work?

How much of what makes it into the recycling bin actually gets recycled?

Why do some items have a “recycling” symbol but aren’t recyclable?

Why can’t certain items by recycled?

What happens to items that are recycled?

How can we help make the system better?

1

2

3

4

5

6



Does recycling actually work?1



Source: The Recycling Partnership – State of Recycling

vidula.aiyer
Can you clarify the term “Capture” ? 
How to explain the 37% in California?

Please add a note on the slide itself.



1.100% of packaging needs to be 
recyclable.

2.100% of households need access to 
recycling from their home.

3.Residents need to fully engage in 
recycling.

4.Recycling facilities need to effectively 
process 95% of the material.

5.Recycling facilities need sufficient end 
markets.

Source: The Recycling Partnership – State of Recycling



Source: The Recycling Partnership – State of Recycling



How much of what makes it 
into the recycling bin actually 
gets recycled?
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MRFs sort and process 

approximately 87% of 

the recyclable materials 
they receive. 

Many non-recyclable 
materials get put in the 
blue bin, creating 
challenges. 

Source: The Recycling Partnership – State of Recycling



Low recycling rates are 
primarily due to loss of 
recyclables in homes 
(i.e. sent to landfill 
instead of recycled). 

Source: The Recycling Partnership – State of Recycling



Why do some items have a 
“recycling” symbol but aren’t 
recyclable?
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SB 343: Truth in Labeling



Why can’t certain items by 
recycled?

4



End Markets Infrastructure Economics

Key Elements for Recyclability





Plastics Recovery in San Francisco



What about “compostable” plastics?

ASTM D6400 

• Originally drafted in 1999

• 12 weeks of testing in a controlled environment

• 90% disintegration after passing through a 2 mm sieve

• 90% of the organic carbon converted to carbon dioxide 
within 90-180 days

Operational Reality

• 90% disintegration leaves potential for plastic 
contamination and microplastics

• Processing time at most facilities = 60 days 

PLASTIC 

“COMPOSTABLE”



What happens to items that 
are recycled?
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How can we help make the 
system better?
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Emission Reductions Through Recycling

 -  1.00  2.00  3.00  4.00  5.00  6.00  7.00  8.00  9.00  10.00

Glass

HDPE

Electronics

Mixed Plastics

PET

OCC (cardboard)

Mixed Paper

Mixed Metals

Aluminum

Avoided MTCO2e/ton

Avoided MTCO2e/ton



What else can we do?

Recycle

Avoid wish-cycling 
- check with your 

local hauler. 

Reduce/Reuse

Reduce consumption.

Prioritize reuse. 

Only buy items that 
are recyclable. 

Educate

Friends, family, 
community members. 

Most people don’t know 
what resources are 

available. 



Thank you!



Q & A



Appendix
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