ROTARY PARK ON
THE GREENBELT

How it happened 2013020

A collaborative project by three Rotary Clubs, Boise Metro, Boise CenteBagleGarden Cityand the
Dauglters of theAmerican Revolutioto build a pocket park on the Boise River Greeht¥ie primary
feature of the park is the 1938SDAR monument commemorating the early pioneers along the Ore
Trail.
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The Players:

John Bigg$roject Manager, Boise Metro Rotary

Gene @ Laveaga, Eagle/Garden City Rotary

Toby Norton, City Parks and Rec

Kelly Burrows, City Parks and Rec

Doug Holloway, City Parks Director

Brandi Burns, City Arts and History

Janice BellelRegent,FioneerChapter, NSDAR20172019

Marsi WoodyRegent,FioneerChapter, NSDAR20192021

John YarnellAlex Caveand Kira Gruenhagefownsend, TrademarkDesign & Fabrication
Dave Snow, Clearwater Landscaping

Tim HendrixFirg Call Construction

Shayne GeilCutting Edge Landscaping

Members of Boisdletro Rotary,Centennial Rotary and Eagle/Garden City Rotary

IT BEGAN WITH AN EMAIL IN DECEMBER
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through the Treasure Valley. The wateas fouled with industrial pollution, the flood plain was
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be cleaned up and protected for future generations. In 1962 an effort began to restore the river and

procure easements and rights of way along both sidahefiver with the intention of building a
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Now, more than 50 years later, the dream has been achieved. The newest Greenbelt section, on the
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the year.

In December of 2013, as a member of Boise Metro Rotary Club and a Greewneelt Inquired of Boise

City Parks and Recreation department if there was some project that a Rotary club might sink its teeth
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al AR @& O2 Y $Sletddk mefon arhtke tlrough the bushes and bramiftesn Americana Terrace

to show where the new Greenbelt would hierry explained that this final section was funded and the
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As we continued on the walk along the proposed path and reached the area just east of the Fairview
bridge we came across what woutdme to beknown as the
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commemoration to the 1863
visit to Boise of Major Pinkney
Lugenbeel who had been sent
by the US Army to find a site ¢
for Fort Boise The Monument
was placedhere or at least - - =
somewhere nearby, by the Sons and Daughters of the Idaho Pioneers in 1932. It was not visible from the
road, or anywhere els€n March 620141 invited several members of our club to join me on a hike

along the route.

As it happenedthis Lugenbeel Monument would have to be moved as it sat right in the middle of the
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point. With the discovery of the monument the project immediately becamerg interesting prospect.

The Monument

On September 13, 2014 Metro members were invited to a tour of the monument and the proposed new
path. Mike Barker arranged for refreshments. On September 25 we met with Brandi Burns from the
City Department of Arts andistory to learn more about the monuments. A Steering Committee of

Metro members met October 14, 2014 to discuss project feasibility and formulate a plan. We had
enthusiastic support from Toby Norton, project manager from Parks and Rec. At Metro, Wedi#ts
might be too much for our small club, so we proposed that Centennial and Eagle/Garden City join us.
After hearing our presentation, they enthusiastically came on board. The City would be the contracting
entity, Rotary would supply the ideas, theoney, and perhaps some manpower. Our park would include
the monument, park benches, a bike repair stand and interpretive signs.



My friend Larry Boyd successfully created two watercolor imafieur vision. | had asked him to draw
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ultimately would become the focus of the Rotary Park on the Greenbelt. What was this monument?

Who was Pikney Lugenbeel? Who are the Sons and Daughters of the Idaho Pioneers? Did the U.S. Army
findthesite?l 2¢6 RAR (KS DNBSyoStd adlFNI oF 01 Ay Wcnak 2

The New Greenbelt Section is Built

Construction of the new section of Greenbleigan in November 2015 and would be completed by May
of 2016. This was quite a project, mainly because tunnels had to be built under Main St and Fairview
Ave. The ribbon cutting ceremony occurred on September 16, 2016. Our project could not be finalized
until after this project was completed. S O 2 dzEnfhglé@nith tieXederally funded project.




