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Our New District Governor
Avinash (Avi) Tilak 2012-2013

Sakuji Tanaka, a member of the
Rotary Club of Yashio, Saitama,
Japan, is the selection of the
Nominating
Committee
for
President of Rotary International
in 2012-13.
Tanaka said he would like to see Rotary "continue its
vital work as the force to improve our communities."
To do this work, Rotary needs active, involved clubs, he
added. "We are fortunate to have our revised RI
Strategic Plan to help build strong clubs that are vibrant,
action-oriented, and relevant in the changing world."
For 32 years, Tanaka was president of Tanaka
Company Ltd., a wholesale firm that went public in 1995
and later merged with other leading wholesalers in
Japan. Currently, he serves as vice president of the
Yashio City Chamber of Commerce and adviser to Arata
Co. Ltd., an animal feed and pet food wholesaler. He
also chaired the National Household Papers Distribution
Association of Japan for eight years. Tanaka studied
business at Nihon Management Daigakuin and Tokyo
Management Daigakuin.
Currently a trustee of The Rotary Foundation, Tanaka
chaired the 2009 Birmingham Convention Committee.
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Avinash (Avi) Tilak is a member
of Denville Rotary Club in northern New Jersey. He has been
married to Vasanti (Vee) for over
30 years and has lived in Denville
for the last 20 years. His daughter graduated from college this
year and his son is a sophomore
in college.
Avi was born in Mumbai, India
and received his BTech from Indian Institute of
Technology, Bombay. He then received an MS and a
PhD in Operations Research from Texas Tech University.
Since joining Denville Rotary in 2003, Avi served as the
newsletter editor for 3 years, as club president in 200607, and as the Chair of World Community Service committee when he implemented 2 matching grant projects,
in India and in Turkey. Avi has served his District (7470)
as an Assistant governor for 2 years and as Youth
Exchange Chair for 2 years. He is a PHF+2.
On the professional side, his classification is marketing. He was in academics full time and still continues as
an adjunct faculty in Rutgers University. He worked as
an internal consultant for Ma Bell, and then decided to
launch his own consulting company. In the last decade
Continued on Page 4

Well, I have come to the end of my year as
Governor. Susan and I want to thank you for your
warmth and hospitality during my tenure. It seems
like only yesterday that I was preparing for the year
with trepidation. I leave with many fond memories
and a feeling of accomplishment. I have many people to thank for the successes we have had, but the
primary person to thank is you for allowing me to
serve. I hope I have made you and your club just a
little bit better as a result of our connection.
When, and if, you think of my theme in the future,
please remember that my primary purpose was to
promote the core values of Rotary. Rotary is service,
fellowship, integrity, diversity and leadership. These
are the songs we must sing if we expect Rotary to
survive and grow stronger. Therefore, we must sing
about our service and fellowship to attract new members. We must remember our commitment to integrity and diversity and bring these values into our lives
and into our clubs. We must ask leaders in our communities to get involved and work at building strong
leadership within our organization. We must recognize our Foundation as the backbone of Rotary, and
support it. And finally, we must give young people an
opportunity to serve, and get them involved in everything we do.
My goals this year were to build strong clubs,
motivate members and to become a Sustaining
District. If you attended the District Conference, I
think you would agree that most of our clubs are
strong and there are many highly motivated members. We also saw a very energetic group of young
people supported by our District. We must expand
this support in the future.
I am concerned about the lack of support for the
Annual Fund of our Foundation. Progress toward
becoming a Sustaining District is slow and behind
previous years. The spirit shown at the District
Conference gives me hope, however. The Gift baskets auctioned at the conference raised $5,400. This
was the highest amount raised by the basket auction
since our Centennial year in 2005. The keynote
speaker on Friday night raised another $750 for the
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Foundation simply by auctioning off a tie and some
wine glasses. The Yearbook ads brought in another
$2,700. So the total raised at the Conference for the
Foundation was $8,850. We are moving in the right
direction. We must now capitalize on this renewed
spirit. Please make sure your club gets its contributions in before June 15 so it is credited to this Rotary
year. If you believe our Foundation is a worthy charity, perhaps you will consider giving just a little bit
more to help the cause. I would be glad come to
your club to talk about the Foundation if you think it
will help; just give me a call.
As I complete my term as Governor, I ask that you
shift gears and jump in with both feet to support Avi
and his plans for our District in the coming year.
Remember, life is short and your Rotary life is even
shorter. So ask yourself, "Why am I here? What is
my contribution? What can I do to make my club just
a little bit stronger? What can I do to make the people in my community just a little bit happier?" And
when you find your passion, define your goals, listen
to the melody, learn to harmonize, join the chorus,
pump up the volume and Sing Rotary's Song.
Thank you for a wonderful year.

RI President Elect 2012-2013
Continued from Page 1

His other service to Rotary includes RI director,
regional Rotary Foundation coordinator, district governor, and member of the Polio Eradication Advocacy
Task Force, the Permanent Fund Committee for
Japan, and the Future Vision Committee.
Tanaka established an endowed Rotary Peace
Fellowship, and he and his wife, Kyoko, are Paul
Harris Fellows, Benefactors of the Permanent Fund,
and Major Donors.
He is a recipient of RI’s Service Above Self Award
and The Rotary Foundation’s Distinguished Service
Award.
Tanaka said that eradicating polio will "fulfill the
promise we made to children in the world" and that
"there is no doubt in my mind that the day of this success will be realized in the near future."
Tanaka and Kyoko have three children and five grandchildren.
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From The
Editor...
My Fellow
Rotarians,
It is with a keen
sense of gratitude
to the In Flight
committee that I
step
down
as
Editor of the publication, as I prepare to chair the 2013 District
Conference in Lancaster, PA., for DGE Avi.
Although I shall remain on the committee,
the lovely and incredibly competent PDG
Karien Ziegler, will assume the role of editor
and continue her long standing service to
InFlight. We are so fortunate that Karien has
agreed to fill this position.
As you know, through the commitment
and determination of an outstanding group
of Rotarians, InFlight has made the transition from paper to electronic. This became a
reality following years of conversation and
perseverance by many committee members
and those who support the stressors of
change. The results of a recent survey to
garner opinions on the transition is forthcoming but responses seem to be of a positive nature. I salute not only the committee
but the club leadership throughout District
7470 for meeting the charge set forth by any
transition of this type. I could not have
asked for more co-operation in the process
and for that I say THANK YOU.
Serving as InFlight editor for the past four
and ahalf years has been a privileged
opportunity and I look forward to many
more years of continued service to the publication that keeps us all well informed and
well connected as Rotarians.
In the Spirit of Rotary,
Tony Toriello, Editor
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"If we all have the fortitude to see this effort through to the
end, then we will eradicate polio." Bill Gates, co-chair of the
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation
"Since 1988,Rotary International and its partners in the
Global Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI) – the World Health
Organization, UNICEF, and the U.S.Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention – have worked to wipe polio from the
face of the earth. A volunteer service organization of 1.2 million men and women, Rotary began immunizing children
against polio in 1985 and became a spearheading partner in
the GPEI three years later.'
"'Rotary's main responsibilities are fundraising, advocacy,
and volunteer recruitment. To date, Rotary has contributed
more than US $900 million to the polio eradication effort….'
"Rotary clubs also provide the "sweat equity on the ground
in polio-affected communities, which helps ensure that leaders at all level remain focused on the eradicating goal. Rotary
club members have volunteered their time and personal
resources to reach more than two billion children in 122 countries with the oral polio vaccine.'
"Thanks to Rotary and its partners, the world has seen polio
cases plummet by more than 99 percent, preventing five million instances f child paralysis and 250,000 deaths. When
Rotary began its eradication work, polio infected more than
350,000 children annually. In 2009,fewer than 1,700 cases
were reported worldwide.'
"But the polio cases represented by that final 1 percent are
the most difficult and expensive to prevent. Challenges
include geographic isolation, worker fatigue, armed conflict,
and cultural barriers.'
"The bottom line is this: As long as polio threatens even one
child anywhere in the world, all children--- wherever they live--remain at risk."
The Rotary Foundation
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Avi Tilak 2012-2013
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he partnered in many businesses such as motels,
restaurants, BPO, call centers, etc., but now that he
is an empty-nester, he is getting out of businesses
and looking forward to a life with his wife, traveling
the world.
Apart from Rotary, he has served as member / officer of several social and professional organizations,
including his town’s committees. Currently. he also
serves as the treasurer of ACLU of New Jersey.
Avi loves to jog, swim and read. And he loves to eat,
so all the benefits of jogging and swimming seem to
be lost.
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Member

Morris Plains
Chatham Millburn
Pequannock Valley
Rockaway Rotary Club
Whippany
Belvidere
Blairstown
Roxbury
Denville
Lake Hopatcong

54
6
47
23
33
9
25
19
46
23

Belleville
West Orange
Mendham
Cedar Grove
Irvington
Livingston
Jefferson Township
South Orange
Ironbound (Newark)
Bernardsville
Wallkill Valley
Florham Park
Randolph
Washington
Newton
Par-Troy Rotary
Glen Ridge
Newark
Morristown
Montclair
Chester-Long Valley
Bloomfield
Boonton
Dover
Branchville
East Hanover
Fairfield NJ
Montville Township
Vernon Township
Total

7
44
20
16
19
17
16
8
10
30
26
14
30
17
104
20
21
35
67
23
12
16
13
17
NR
NR
NR
NR
NR
1322

Butler/Triboro
Hackettstown
Hampton Township
Nutley
East Orange
Caldwells
Livingston Sunrise
Wharton
Madison Rotary
Netcong-Stanhope
Mount Olive Township
Phillipsburg
Denville Sunrise
Maplewood
Roseland Rotary

14
23
18
31
12
36
24
13
87
13
15
31
19
22
5

Gain
/Loss
2
0
0
-2
-4
0
1
0
0
0
-1
0
-2
-1
-2
-4
-1
0
-6
2
-4
-2
-1
1
0

0
-2
4
0
-1
-1
-3
1
0
6
0
-1
1
-1
3
2
1
3
-2
4
0
-3
0
-4

April
Attendance
97.00%
95.80%
95.20%
95.00%
95.00%
91.00%
91.00%
91.00%
90.00%
90.00%

88.46%
87.00%
87.00%
85.83%
85.00%
83.00%
83.00%
83.00%
82.40%
82.00%
81.82%
81.00%
80.00%
80.00%
80.00%

79.00%
79.00%
76.00%
75.00%
75.00%
75.00%
73.00%
72.22%
72.00%
71.20%
71.00%
70.00%
70.00%
67.65%
64.10%
63.75%
63.64%
61.54%
60.92%
57.10%
53.00%
52.00%
37.00%
37.00%

68.30%
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Mary Ann’s
Marquee
seeko@embarqmail.com

Anticipation is the ‘watchword’ for
this month - anticipation of a
graduation for the student; anticipation of a wedding for the bride
and groom; anticipation of reaching Rotary goals by D.G. Jim;
anticipation of an exciting year as
D.G. by D.G.E. Avi in our district,
etc. What exciting and challenging events are you anticipating?
Bernardsville – Your member,
(our PDG), Brad spent Rotary Day
at the White House and spent
time with R.I. President Kalman
Banerjee. Impressive!! [This
inquiring mind wants to know if all
the daffodils bloomed that you
planted last fall.]
Boonton – Did many people buy
your Italian Ice at the Lacrosse
Tournament? Brr
Branchville – Did you know
someone was flying your club balloons at the conference? Really! I
saw one soaring around the banquet room. You were a happy
group.
Caldwell – Thank you for your
“Mothers know the Four Way
Test” story. It really brought the
simple things into perspective
and reinforced our Rotary 4-Way
Test.
Chester – Are you still peddling
your ‘’Pedals for Progress” project? How nice that you helped
with a Camp Merry Heart cleanup
day.
Dover – The media equipment
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you purchased using the money
from our district simplified grant will
be appreciated by the Dover
Historical Society.
Glen Ridge – Was your ‘barbeque
bash’ an indoor or outdoor affair?
Some of our May nights have been
frosty so I’ll bet you didn’t wear
shorts.
Livingston – How was your 27th
annual golf outing? The Gift of Life
will appreciate your donation from
the profits of the event.
Mendham – You did it! You had
your 31st Annual Antique show and
it was a success. Unbelievable, you
had more than 50 dealers with a
variety of antiques.
Newton – Enjoy the sun and fun at
your annual Garden Party at Bud’s
house because it will soon be work,
work, in your booth at the Sussex
County Fair.
Nutley – “Hup 2, 3, 4.“ O.K. ‘Fess
up! How many of you actually
marched in the Memorial Day
parade?
Parsippany/Troy Hills – Everybody
– get those sneakers ready.
Nutley’s marching in a parade and
you are running (or walking) in the
5K run. A ‘diaper drive’ ? That’s a
new project. People without babies
don’t realize how expensive, or how
many diapers babies use every day.
Randolph – What child doesn’t love
to “Touch a Truck”? I bet they were
so excited getting behind the
wheel, exploring the big rigs, fire
engines, police cars and construction trucks and meeting their hometown heroes. What a special event
for the children.
Rockaway – Running, walking,
bowling – you must all be in tip-top
shape. I love the “Rotary @ Work”

tee shirts that you wore while
cleaning the parks and streets. Let
people know Rotary works!
NEWSFLASH! Rockaway won the
Rotary Bowling League trophy.
Way to go!
Roxbury – Your member Judy was
a busy bee at the conference.
Were you there cheering her on?
South Orange - .Your first
‘Shredding Day” and you made
over $1,050 plus you received
press coverage from the News
Record (front-page coverage) and
the Alternative Press which alerted
community residents to the project. That’s news coverage, community service, and visibility for
Rotary.
Wallkill Valley – You had a nice
crowd of seniors at your annual
Senior Citizen Breakfast . I hope
your revived Interact Club will be
active. The youth of today are so
innovative – we saw that at the
recent district conference.
Whippany – A Rotary Family
Festival and the big Duck Race –
Fun for Everybody! Your member
Laureen will chaperone the youth
to Japan and enjoy the tripl What
a
great
idea
-“Drive
Carefully/Protect Our Children”
signs with the Rotary logo.
Good Luck.
Taken from a Glen Ridge bulletin,
this may be appropriate for the
author of this column –
“Usually I don’t like to think before
I speak. I like to be just as surprised as everyone else by what
comes out of my mouth.”
“I hope you all had a great Rotary
year – the best is yet to come.”
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GSE Committee
Seeing Applicants

The District 7470 GSE Committee is seeking applicants for a Team Leader and Team Members for an
expense paid cultural exchange with District 3120 in
India
Sponsored by the Rotary Foundation, the Group
Study Exchange team will travel throughout this part of
the world from November 24 to December 23, 2012.
Rotary District 3120, in northeast India, is known for
its Heritage, Culture and bounties of Nature. It is home
to some of the greatest monuments, the most ancient
city in the world, the seat of Buddhism and the colors
of all faiths. Included in this trip is 2 days in Delhi and
a day in Agra to tour the Taj Mahal.
All GSE Team Leader applicants must be Rotarians
from District 7470 and endorsed by their home club.
All Team Member applicants be between the ages of
25 and 40, and employed full time in a recognized business or profession for at least two years. Applicants
must live or be employed in Rotary District 7470 which
is comprised of Morris, Essex, Warren and Sussex
Counties.
The deadline for application is July 31, 2012.
For further information or an application, please contact Ray Freaney at 908-803-4602 or
rfreaney@verizon.net

Banner Exchange
June 21, 2012 6:00pm
Cocktail Hour
Dinner and Open Bar
$55.00 Per Person
Mayfair Farms
481 Eagle Rock Ave, West Orange
Contact George Hrobuchak
GHrobs@aol.com
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District 7470
Foundation Goal

District 7470 - Our goal is to become a 100%
annual giving district
That means that we are striving for every club
member to give $100 to the Annual Fund. The
Annual Fund makes it possible for Rotary clubs to
transform lives worldwide. Your generous support funds local and international projects that
advance The Rotary Foundation’s mission. All
contributions to the fund are spent on quality
Rotary projects. Help support these projects.
Make a contribution today. If we become a 100%
Annual Giving District, that means that we will
have raised approximately $130,000 for the
Foundation. Of that $130,000, fifty per cent will
come back to the District. That's $65,000 that
would be distributed among our clubs for
Humanitarian Projects!!!
Designating your gift
You can direct your Annual Fund gift to SHARE,
the World Fund, or an area of focus fund. For purposes of this article, and to help build up funds
for our District, we are asking for your donations
to be designated to APF-SHARE.
SHARE is the primary source of funding for
Rotary Foundation programs. It's also the only
Annual Fund designation that generates funding
for the District Designated Fund. Rotary districts
use their DDF to pay for the Foundation activities
they choose to participate in. By donating to
SHARE, you are helping not only the Foundation,
but also our own District.
All options are available for one-time or recurring contributions. At this time, recurring contributions are being awarded double recognition
points. Call Roland Basinski at 973-586-1434 for
details. In the meantime, please consider making
your gift now! Thanks for your support!
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Irvington and Morris Plains Rotary Clubs Induct New Members

The Rotary Club of Irvington welcomes
three new members - Kim Joseph (left of the
flag), Glenn Gamble (far right), and Willie
White (not pictured). They are joined above
by Club Secretary Jasmine Scott (far left),
President-Elect Merrick Harris (2nd from
left), and Club President Alison Bryant.

May 11th Morris Plains Rotary inducted two more members. Pictured with President Ron Kelly are Lou Ann Fellers
and Sheila Moriarity-Gaynor.

First Place Winners

CONGRATULATIONS to the Rockaway
Bowling Team for taking first place this
year!
If anyone is interested in joining our
league next year, please call Nicki at
(973)301-2339.
Here are some 200 games from the last
few weeks:
Bob Feid 254, 243, 236
John Sanders 259, 212, 201
Bill Roberts 234, 219, 204
Dave Richards 214, 211
Mike L Rahill 246, 218, 213
Steve Bartsch 227, 214
Greg Dittrich 211
Mike J Rahill 202
Nicki Feid 222, 202
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Rockaway bowling team took first place this year with
Denville b's in second by 1/2 a point. Bernardsville
follows in 3rd place

Let Rotary Help
You Make A
Difference
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Denville Rotary Club 31st
Annual Street Festival

Member Tommy Mpakarekes and his helpers have been roasting
roast beef for the entire 31 years of the festival -- a favorite with the
festival crowd.

The Denville Interact Club showed up in full force to sell hamburgers.

The Denville Rotary Club hosted its
31st Annual Street Festival on Sunday,
June 3, 2012, from 11:00am to 7:00pm.
The Club literally transformed Broadway
into a festival of international foods, art
& craft vendors, professional vendors,
merchandise vendors, entertainment
and amusement rides for the 25,000+
people who came from far and near to
enjoy the day.
The proceeds from the Annual Street
Festival allows Denville Rotary Club
members to provide "Service Above
Self" by supporting a variety of humanitarian and educational service projects
that benefit people of all ages locally,
nationally and around the world.

Wherever you looked you could
see this Tee Shirt.

There’s fun for all at the Rotary Street Festival.
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Short Term Host Families Needed
Host families are needed in August to host
Japanese students for one week.
This year our District is sending 30 students
to Japan and our sister District 2670 sends 30
students to the United States. The Ross
Redmond Short Term Youth Exchange Program
has been in existence for 33 years and is one of
the best programs that our district offers in
meeting the Rotary Goal of fostering good will
and building international understanding.
This program is made possible by the support
of all clubs in the district in recruiting students,
chaperoning/hosting events, providing a oneweek homestay experience for two students, or
through direct financial support.
Hosting a student is an exciting and rewarding experience. When you choose to welcome
two Japanese students into your home you will
have the chance to establish a wonderful
friendship while making a difference in the life of
a student. Host families learn first-hand about
a foreign country and its culture from the perspective of an exchange student who has
grown up there.
Host families provide, meals, accommodations, activities, supervision and care.
On weekdays, host families provide breakfast
and then drop off students at a central drop off
location near your home. The exchange students board a Rotary bus and spend the day in
an organized activity. At the end of the day,
host families pick up their students at the same
location in late afternoon. Host families then
take care of their students for the evening. On
weekends, the students are with host families
for the entire day. Having high school age students is not a requirement to participate in the
program. However, if you do have High School
age students, they can sometimes participate in
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the weekday trips on a space available basis.
The specific dates for hosting are as follows:
Dates for clubs in the west area of the district are
August 2 to August 9, 2012.
Dates for clubs in the central area of the district are
August 9 to August 16, 2012.
Dates for club in the east are of the district are August
16 to August 22, 2012.
This year the District will be providing a training and
orientation program in June for host families to go
over the details of hosting and to answer any questions. Host families will be able to attend either in
person or via webinar.
To volunteer to be a host family or for additional
information, contact Jim Allison at jra188@aol.com,
201-213-6382 or Barry Kroll at barrykroll@aol.com,
973-476-2772.
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Facebook is not a“Field of Dreams”
By Christy Berg
Organizations often make an erroneous assumption when it comes to Facebook – if we build it, they
will come. Not so! Effectively marketing through
Facebook or, in our case, building Rotary’s Public
Image through Facebook will take a concerted and
sustained effort by all of us. The effort isn’t hard and
it isn’t time consuming, but it should be purposeful
and it can be fun and very rewarding.
Here are a few tips on how you can help build
Rotary’s Public Image through Facebook:
• “Like” our new Rotary District 7470 Northern NJ
page: www.facebook.com/RotaryDistrict7470.
• Encourage your Club, Interact and Rotaract
members to “like” the page too. It’s a great way to
learn about what’s happening across the district and
to “meet” Rotarians from around the world. RI and
clubs from Australia, India, and several US States are
already following our page!
• Invite non-Rotarians to “like” our page so they’ll
learn more about the great work we do. Send a message with the link to your Facebook friends, local and
regional newspapers, sponsors and supporters,
elected officials, and other influencers in your community. If they “like” us, they’ll hear our story. If they
like our story, they’ll share it with their friends or followers, reaching people we don’t even know … yet.
• Post interesting content to our timeline. This
page is yours! Help us tell the Rotary story by posting comments, photos, videos and links about the
projects you’re doing, the people you’re helping, and
the events you’re hosting. Highlight members who
are doing good things and tag them in your posts.
We’ll re-post your content on our district page so
everyone will see it.
• “Share” interesting District and RI posts on your
personal and club pages so more people hear about
Rotary. Word from my Facebook friends is that we’re
doing some pretty cool stuff they didn’t know any-
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thing about! Some now like our district page.
• Enjoy the Fellowship. Engage in dialogue. Add
your personal experience or comments to posts.
Have some fun with it! Help put a face on Rotary and
some of our followers may envision themselves as
Rotarians.
• Help create a buzz. Our collective goal is to get as
many people as possible saying, “Wow! I’ve been
hearing about all the great things Rotary is doing.”
• Reap the Reward. Successfully building Rotary’s
Public Image will make it easier to get support for
your initiatives and The Rotary Foundation and to
recruit new members.
Special thanks to Adam Schulz, Denville Sunrise,
and Alex Balish, Bernardsville, for their help in establishing and maintaining our district Facebook page.
Please feel free to contact us with feedback, questions or ideas on Building Rotary’s Public Image at
District7470PR@gmail.com.

Links to the
District Website
A new InFlight feature will be
links to the District Website.
Clicking on the links will connect
you to important information on
the District Website. If you have
any difficulty, cut and paste the
link into your browser.
Rotary District 7470 Website
District Conference Information
Club Events and Activities
Form to Add Club Event or
Activity
Speakers and Program for Your
club
Form to Add Speakers to
Website
Rotarians Only - Learn Website
Basics
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