
I’m Iain Macanulty.   
Computer programmer.   
Became interested in proportional 
representation in the mid 1980’s. 
Member of Fair Vote Canada 

Introduction



A referendum on  
proportional representation



What’s 
wrong with 
the system 
we’ve got?  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Half our votes 

don’t matter 





Exaggerated  
regional differences



False majorities





 
 
Strategic 
voting



Pendulum 
swings in 
policy



Voter dissatisfaction



But …  
things don’t have to be this way!



Isn’t it time for Canada to join  
the modern world?

Countries using proportional representation

Countries using semi-proportional voting systems

Australia, Austria, Belgium, Chile, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, 
Finland, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Latvia, 
Luxembourg, Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Poland, 
Portugal, Slovak Republic, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey

Countries using non proportional voting systems
Canada, France, United Kingdom, United States

Japan, South Korea

35 countries in the OECD.   
85% use proportional representation voting systems.



Proportional representation: 

What does that even mean?



Proportional representation: 

Electoral systems where the  
composition of the Legislature  

accurately reflects voter preferences. 

30% of the votes  
= 30% of the seats!



(Almost) every vote counts



No more false majorities



Better health & education 
outcomes



Surprising  
economic outcomes



Higher voter turnout



Higher voter satisfaction





All the systems  
recommended for BC:

• Preserve the current proportion of rural 
representation – no seats from the Interior 
moving to Vancouver! 

• Involve candidates that are nominated and 
elected, just like now. No closed party lists! 

• Retain MLA accountability to a specific 
geographic area, just like now. 

• Can be implemented without increasing the 
number of MLAs in the province.



What do we know about the 
referendum?

• To be held by November 30, 2018 
• More details by April 
• Could be a mail-in ballot 
• Could be a “mandate question” on 

proportional representation 
• Could allow voters to rank  

systems in order of preference 
• Consultation process on right now 

until Feb. 28



Government Consultation:

Two Internet Links

“HowWeVote”

Fair Vote Canada Vote Pledge:

“BCVotePledge”



Thanks for 
listening!

Questions?


