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The Connection 

By Ernie Montagne 
District 5500 Governor 
 

Fellow Rotarians, 

 
This will be the final issue of 

The Connection.  Of course, 

the newsletter will continue 

under a different name starting in July.  It has 

been my honor and pleasure to serve as 

your District Governor in 2010-11.  I want 

to thank each member of a district commit-

tee for your valuable service.  You have ac-

complished much. 

 
As Governor, I am especially pleased to note 

these accomplishments of which you can all 

be proud: 
Rotarians have generously sup-

ported The Rotary Foundation.  

For the first time in at least several 

years, every club in the District 

made a contribution.  As of June 15, 

per capita contributions to the An-

nual Programs Fund stand at $140, 

exceeding the five-year average. To-

tal giving exceeds $400,000.  Many 

clubs continue to make contribu-

tions. 
For the first time ever, the District im-

plemented a District Strategic 

Plan, establishing a vision, mission, 

and strategic priorities for the dis-

trict, thus providing a road map for 

the future and a vehicle for im-

proved continuity. 

 
Every club has embraced the spirit of Build-

ing Communities – Bridging Continents, as 

evidenced by the article, found elsewhere in 

this issue, describing the accomplishments 

of which clubs are most proud.  I know it 

was quite difficult for the clubs to single out 

the proudest accomplishments, but as I read 

the input from each club, it made me proud 

to be a Rotarian, to see how our clubs are 

making a difference in the local community 

and in the world at large, improving the lives 

of the less fortunate, making the world a bet-

ter place.  You are truly bigger, better, 

bolder.  I hope each Rotarian will take time 

to read this article and take pride in the ac-

complishments of your club and draw from 

that pride a renewed commitment to help 

your club be more effective, to share Rotary 

by inviting a friend to join your club, to sup-

port your club’s service projects, to help 

your club meet its goal for support of The 

Rotary Foundation, to seek leadership posi-

tions in your club and beyond. 

 
We stand at the cusp of the Rotary year, 

completing our year of service together, but 

also anticipating the coming year under new 

leadership.  I am pleased to say our district is 

fortunate to have outstanding Rotarians 

ready to serve in the coming years.  

DGE Michael Drake and his team are poised 

to help us Reach Within to Embrace Human-

ity in 2011-12.  I hope to see many of you at 

Michael’s District Governor Installation gala 

in Tubac, June 25-26.  DGN Randy Brooks is 

preparing to serve in 2012-13, and DGND 

Nancy Cassel is planning for 2013-14.  Please 

join me in wishing each of them, and each 

member of their teams, great success in 

serving you. 

 



Cycling fundraiser will honor memory of District Rotarian 
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By Gary Hirsch 
Tucson Rotary Club 
 
In 2011, Tucson’s own Perimeter Bicycling will once 
again host the UMC El Tour de Tucson, ranked by Bicy-
cling Magazine as “one of the top three fundraising 
rides in the coun-
try.”  
Now in its 29th year, 
El Tour will host 
8,500 cyclists and 
raise more than $2 
million for local and 
national charities on 
November 19. 
In 2009 Tucson Ro-
tary Clubs were des-
ignated  an El Tour 
beneficiary, which 
meant that we were 
able to recruit Ro-
tarians and their 
friends to ride in El 
Tour and raise money toward our campaign to end po-
lio.  
That year, with little organization, 27 cyclists raised a 
total of $4,550.  
In 2010, Michael Harris of Casas Adobes Rotary con-
vened a planning committee comprised of members of 
several District 5500 clubs and led an effort that re-
sulted in 82 cyclists raising $35,000.  
Each rider’s contributions would go toward his or her 
club’s requirement to match funds from the Gates 
Foundation Grant.  That year many Rotarians rode in 
new Rotary shorts and jerseys, making our riders easily 
recognizable in the crowd. 

 
Just prior to the 2010 El Tour, Mike asked Gary Hirsch 
of the Rotary Club of Tucson to Chair the El Tour Plan-
ning Committee for 2011 so Mike could assume his du-
ties as President of the Casas Adobes Rotary. Unfortu-
nately Mike passed away earlier this year.  

District 5500 has 
decided to honor 
Mike and his efforts 
in launching Ro-
tary’s participation 
in El Tour and has 
designated our 
2011 efforts as the 
first  Michael Harris  
Memorial Ride to 
End Polio and to 
establish a very 
“Mike-like” ambi-
tious fund raising 
goal of $100,000. 
 
All Rotarians world-

wide and their friends and family are encouraged to 
ride in 2011 to end polio.  
Please note that in order to ride and fundraise for Ro-
tary you MUST download a unique Rotary application 
from the District 5500 website (www.Rotaryd5500.org) 
and submit it to the Casa Adobes Rotary.  
Contributions you raise must be submitted to your 
club’s treasurer or, if you are not a member, to your 
sponsoring Rotary member.  
For more information please contact Gary Hirsch at 
gary.hirsch@vistage.com or 520-904-3762. 
 

 

DG Ernie Montagne was first in line to receive Rotarian-chef Marvin 
Swink's renowned sourdough pancakes at the Marana-Dove Moun-

tain club's spring fellowship brunch.  

Ernie presented the club with its 2010-11 Presidential Citation.  

Swink says he's had his sourdough starter at least 50 years and has 

moved it with him from New Mexico to Alaska and back to Arizona. 

http://www.Rotaryd5500.org/
mailto:gary.hirsch@vistage.com
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Valuable membership tools available at August workshop 
Want to learn about Best Practices for Recruitment and 
Retention of club members? Want to become ac-
quainted with Tools on Recruitment and Retention of 
club members? Want to learn how to actually write a 
membership plan? 
Well then, mark August 6th on your calendar for the 
District 5500 Membership Workshop. 
Don Kremer, Rotary Coordinator for Zone 26, will be 
our featured guest speaker on Best Practices for re-
cruiting and retaining members and he will also pro-
vide information/data to help you think about and im-
plement best practices through a well conceived re-
cruitment/ retention plan. 
Doug Woodard, District 5500 Membership Coordinator 
for 2011-12, and Don will conduct a workshop in the 
afternoon on writing a recruitment/retention plan for 
your club. 

So don’t miss this opportunity to get ready for the 
2010-12 year. 
This is a must for club membership chairs. We hope 
committee members as well as other interested club 
members will attend. 
The Workshop will be held in Tucson at the Pima Com-
munity College- Community Campus at 401 N. Bonita 
Ave, Tucson, 85709. 
Registration starts at 8:30 a.m. and the first session is 
at 9:00 a.m. The closing session is from 2:30-3:00 p.m. 
The cost is $15 for the first club member and $30 for 
two or more club members. Refreshments will be 
served as well as lunch. What a deal! 
Please let Doug Woodard know who will be attending, 
dwoodard@email.arizona.edu, and you can pay at the 
door or send Doug a check at 10850 N. La Quinta Dr., 
Oro Valley, AZ 85737. 

Tournament will help fund club’s annual youth programs  

Sierra Vista West Rotarians Hank Huisking, Patty 
Frates and Anita Farrow prepare to sell raffle tickets 
to participating golfers 
 
For the sixth year running the Sierra Vista West Rotary 
Club held a fundraising golf tournament. 
The event was held at Turquoise Valley Golf Course, 
Naco, which is Arizona’s oldest continuously operating 
golf course. 
The golf tournament has been the club’s biggest an-
nual fundraiser since its inception in June 2006—the 
club chartered in 2005. 

Most of the proceeds from the tournament are used to 
fund the club’s youth programs. 
These include hosting a youth exchange student, send-
ing up to five students to the annual Rotary Youth 
Leadership Awards and buying dictionaries for third 
graders. 
 

Rotarian and tournament organizer Steve Houle, cen-
tre, with this year’s winning golf team. 

mailto:dwoodard@email.arizona.edu
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District clubs show pride in their 2010-11 accomplishments 

Ajo Rotary Club 
Sponsored and participated in the first Celebration of Friend-
ship, Peace and Love in Sonoyta, Mexico, as a gesture of in-
ternational friendship with our neighbors. 
Benson Rotary Club 
We once again grew in membership. We achieved the Presi-
dential Citation with Distinction. We are consistently above 
our goal in giving for The Rotary Foundation. We participated 
in a Strategic Planning session which revealed essential infor-
mation concerning membership, direction, financial focus and 
several other aspects of Club life which have been addressed 
and improved. 
Bisbee Rotary Club 
The continuing international project, Christmas in Naco. 
Raising over $8,000 in short order to insure Bisbee had July 
4th fireworks when the City of Bisbee was unable to do so. 
Casa Grande Rotary Club 
Through our 25th annual dinner  and auction, we have given 
nearly $1m to local students for scholarships. We have now 
given over $100,000 to Boys & Girls Club of Casa Grande Val-
ley and $766,000 in scholarships, allowing 469 high school 
seniors to continue their education. 
Casa Grande Daybreak Rotary Club 
We completed a CLE matching grant with the Giza North  Ro-
tary Club in Egypt, despite the political changes. We com-
pleted a number of local service projects, including a We 
M.A.T.C.H. mentoring program for at-risk 5th graders, helped 
initiate a trail building and park clean up at the CG Mountain 
Park, co-hosted a student from Brazil, co-sponsored a Christ-
mas food and clothing drive,  helped with a library excess 
book  sale, helped start a Neighbors United neighborhood 
revitalization program. We voted to lower dues to help grow 
membership. 
Catalina Tucson Rotary Club 
We are proud of the generosity of our members in supporting 
local schools, agencies, our international partners and TRF. 
Cienega Rotary Club 
We are most proud of the growth of the club in both mem-
bers and quality, the willingness to take on challenges and to 
accomplish goals, developing members toward the goal of 
Service Above Self. 
Coolidge Rotary Club 
We are proud of once again providing $10,000 in scholarships 
to graduating seniors at Coolidge High School. We were able 
to provide 20 scholarships of $500 each. We ensured every 
3rd grader received a dictionary. 
Douglas Rotary Club 
We are proud of the distribution of 1,112 dictionaries and 
thesaurus to all 3rd and 4th graders in Douglas and Double 
Adobe, including Charter and Catholic schools. 
 

Florence Rotary Club 
We are proud of our Student of the Month Program, Gold 
Scholarship event, raising $400 more than last year, and more 
club participation. 
Fort Yuma Rotary Club 
We rebuilt the Dateland Schools concession stand from the 
ground up and expanded that project to include a snack a 
pack program where we fed the entire school every weekend 
during the school year utilizing a District Simplified Grant and 
partnering with two Interact Clubs. 
Gila Bend Rotary Club 
We are most proud of our 26th annual Scholarship and Distin-
guished  Awards banquet that raised $14,800 in scholarships 
to nine high school graduates and honored the top two stu-
dents in each grade from K-12, as well as provided a donation 
to the Rotary Japan Recovery Fund. We also sponsored two 
RYLA students and distributed dictionaries and thesaurus. 
Gila Valley Rotary Club 
We are most proud that we were able to induct seven new 
members in to a club that was faltering (a more than 50% 
increase), giving it new vigor and enthusiasm. 
Globe Rotary Club 
Internal club communications remain strong thanks to a high 
quality, very professional meetings bulletin. We orchestrated 
the Sunrise Challenge race which drew entries from around 
the state, broke even and highlighted the Round Mountain 
Hiking Park which Rotarian Stan Gibson was instrumental in 
acquiring for the City of Globe. We are more than two thirds 
of the way  to meeting our commitment to help establish the 
Old Dominion Mine Park. We continue to support Gila House, 
the first emergency living facility for those who have suffered 
life altering events. We continued our commitment to the 
Student of the Month Program. 
Green Valley Rotary Club 
We are most proud of providing 258 winter coats through our 
Coats for Kids program. We provided 1,125 children’s books 
to the Green Valley/Sahuarita Food Bank through our Food 
for Thought Program. We provided 90 hearing aids to children 
in Argentina. 
Kearny Rotary Club 
We are proud of raising enough funds to cover costs of 
$2,000 to the local high school to buy wood for the wood-
working class students, who then made book shelves for the 
local grade school. Also, three scholarships of $1,000 were 
awarded  to Ray High School graduates. 
Marana Dove Mountain Rotary Club 
We are proud of our Vocational Avenue of Service project 
that resulted in the production of a video featuring the club’s 
work in supporting literacy through the presentation of dic-
tionaries to 3rd graders. 
Continued next page…. 
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District clubs show pride in their 2010-11 accomplishments 

The club commissioned the Mountain View High School 
Video Club to develop a video showcasing the club and Ro-
tary International. The final product was a video to be used 
by the club in the recruitment of new members and will be 
made available to District 5500 and RI. 
Marana Rotary Club 
We are most proud that we were named the Non-profit Busi-
ness Builder of the Year. 
Maricopa Rotary Club 
We provided ongoing training to members and held informa-
tive and educational monthly programs. We presented schol-
arships with a matching grant from the City of Maricopa to 
two middle schools and high school. We were awarded a 
matching grant from RI for our Maricopa Rotary Swimming 
Pool to buy rails for seniors/handicapped. We were awarded 
a City of Maricopa Grant to operate our 50+ year old pool in  
the amount of $65,000 and have qualified for an additional 
$50,000. We successfully fundraised at our annual barn 
dance to assist run the pool, scholarships, donations etc… 
Miami Rotary Club 
We gave three scholarships to Miami high seniors. We co-
hosted two UK cyclists as they travelled through Globe. We 
participated in distribution of dictionaries to third graders. 
Mountain Empire Rotary Club 
We launched our international micro-loan program (Kiva 
Loans) through donations from the members and half of the 
weekly raffle. We initiated an annual recognition award for 
both an individual and organization in our community. We 
added a second major fundraiser—an annual auction and 
dinner dance— that raised over $15,000. 
Nogales Rotary Club 
We finally offered a high school scholarship and continued 
our international work with ongoing contributions to Madre 
Conchita Orphanage in Sonora, Mexico. 
Old Pueblo (Tucson) Rotary Club 
We supported international projects in Thailand and Mali. 
We continued community service projects such as Wright 
Flight for children, the 6th Street Gym, meals for Primavera, 
Cragin Elementary OMA program and winter coats, District 
Dictionary Project, Salvation Army Bell Ringers, USMC Toys 
for Tots, Matthew Vera Violin Virtuoso and our new  sister 
club, Chiangmai Sansai. 
Oro Valley Rotary Club 
We are proud of our Citizen of the Year Gala and our Student 
of the Month and scholarship program, which strengthens 
ties between the community, local schools and our club. 
Pantano Rotary Club 
We are proud to have continued our Shoebox Project in No-
gales, Mexico, handing out hundreds of blankets and shoe-
boxes filled with gifts for children and over1,000 of groceries 

to needy families. We mentored students at Corbett Elemen-
tary School and we celebrated the second anniversary of our 
First Tuesday Mixer networking event. We supported Sa-
guaro and Palo Verde high schools by awarding a student of 
the month. We gave our annual Jud Schultz award of $100 to 
three valedictorians at Catalina High School. We earned the 
Presidential Citation with Distinction. 
Pima (Tucson) Rotary Club 
We continued support of the Rubaga School in Uganda Africa 
by raising funds to secure a DSG to replace computers that 
were stolen. We continued to support several community 
organizations through our monthly service project program. 
Rincon (Tucson) Rotary Club  
For the second year we helped a segment of Tucson’s poor-
est residents by providing kitchen equipment for the Gospel 
Rescue Mission, a housing project for disadvantaged people. 
Rio Rico Rotary Club 
We are proud of our Team Roping, a new fundraiser which 
involved the community and raised $2,500. 
SaddleBrooke Rotary Club 
Despite the tough economy, our foundation raised record 
amounts, expanding fundraising activities beyond our annual 
golf tournament. All proceeds go to the local kids programs 
and scholarship awards. Club members exceeded our TRF 
goals—174% of EREY and 493% of PolioPlus. Nearly 75% of 
members are Paul Harris Fellows. We expanded our interna-
tional outreach, sending $3,600 to RI for its USAID Alliance to 
provide potable water, sanitary facilities and hygiene training 
in Ghana. 
Safford Rotary Club 
We recruited four new members, raised and awarded over 
$5,000 in scholarship funds, recognized Teachers of Distinc-
tion, participated in Helping Hands for Graham County Paint-
a-thon, donated and delivered over 60 Chjristmas shoebox 
gifts to our sister club in Aqua Prieta, Mexico, and did a quar-
terly trash pick-up. 
Saguaro (Tucson) Rotary Club 
We reenergized and reinvigorated the club members. We put 
goals together, got involved with service projects, moved our 
meeting location and staged two fun fundraisers. 
Sahuarita Rotary Club 
We are proud to have earned the Presidential Citation. 
San Luis Frontera Rotary Club 
We are a very small club but worked hard to hold a Student 
of the Month recognition each month and participated in 
fundraisers during the school year to provide scholarships 
and other educational financial assistance to local elemen-
tary, high school and college students. We assisted the City 
of San Luis fundraising for cultural and youth athletics events. 
Continued next page... 
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San Manuel Rotary Club 

We are proud we held a golf tournament that raised $1,850, 

our Valentine Breakfast gained $863, our Quad Ride raised 

$1,329 and our San Manuel Track Meet raised $800. 

Sierra Vista Rotary Club 

We hosted a joint club meeting in honor of the visit of Ro-

tary International President Elect Kalyan Banerjee. The City 

of Sierra Vista  July 4th celebration was cited by Phoenix 

Magazine as the best in Arizona. This celebration has been a 

long time community service project of our club which sup-

ports many other community service and charitable organi-

zations. 

Sierra Vista South Rotary Club 

We are proud we were able to sponsor inbound and out-

bound youth exchange students, as well as RYLA student. 

We also rehabilitated the bathroom of a disadvantaged 

homeowner in the community and we actively participated 

in a joint project with Hermosillo Pitic Rotary Club to acquire 

a vehicle for a rural farm/cooperative project in Mexico. 

Sierra Vista Sunrise Rotary Club 

We are proud of the 25th Buena High School Project Gradua-

tion. This year we hosted 374 graduates, 74 guests and over 

230 volunteers from the community. This project keeps 

graduates safe on graduation night, attracting over 80% of 

the graduating class with food, fund and prizes. 

Sierra Vista West Rotary Club 

We are proud that our members participated in and com-

pleted 20 service projects and fundraisers, many of which 

had a significant impact on our West End community. These 

included feeding two large families at Thanksgiving, painting 

and installing shelves at a low income family resource cen-

tre, helping residents clean their neighborhood and sponsor-

ing historic site plaques to help preserve our community’s 

heritage. 

Somerton Rotary Club 

We recognized the Yuma County Teacher of the Year Ban-

quet for the Educational Hall of Fame’s Outstanding Organi-

zation Award. We served as the lead for the dictionary pro-

ject, which distributes 3,000 dictionaries. 

Superior Rotary Club 

We were able to sustain our membership during the year 

and increase attendance. We contributed to TRF for the first 

time in several years. We participated in the Literacy Pro-

gram by distributing dictionaries to 3rd graders. We pro-

vided school supplies for the Win 2 Swim Back to School pro-

gram in partnership with the Superior Substance Abuse Coa-

lition. We contributed two $500 scholarships to graduates. 

Tubac Rotary Club 

We are proud of increasing our membership by a net in-

crease of three. 

Tucson Rotary Club 

We are proud that our 4th Annual Tucson Classics Car Show 

exceeded all previous years in net profit—over $100,000. 

This fundraiser enables us to do wonderful things in our 

community and around the world and involves all members 

of our club. 

Tucson (Casas Adobes) Rotary Club 

We held our 21st annual 8th grade honors program in which 

we honored more than 150 students from 15 middle 

schools. We provided $20,000 in scholarships to nine honor-

ees from our 2007 program. We distributed more than 1,300 

dictionaries. We added four new club members. We formal-

ized our Helping Hands program in which complete projects 

to assist club members. We are proud to have been fellow 

Rotarians to one of the greatest Rotarians the Tucson com-

munity will ever know—Mike Harris. He was the embodi-

ment of Service Above Self and he provided leadership and 

inspiration. 

Tucson Foothills Rotary Club 

We distributed 1,368 books to 20 schools. We intend to start 

an Interact Club to help with future distribution. 

Tucson Kino Rotary Club 

We initiated a high school student recognition program 

called Kino Character Award. Students from five high schools 

were recognized. Because of these awards we were able to 

send one of the 10 students recognized to RYLA and gain 

exposure for Rotary and the four way test. 

Tucson Sunrise Rotary Club 

We participated in the District Visioning process. We now 

have a club assembly once a month where we discuss issues 

and get feedback. Our club is growing and is vibrant and ex-

citing  again. 

Tucson Sunset Rotary Club 

We are proud of the being the first matching grant partner 

for the new Ramallah Club in Palestine.   

Valle Verde Rotary Club 

We are proud of the record amount of money raised for the  

Continued next page… 
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Food Banks of Green Valley and Amado. We are proud of the 
100% participation in EREY. We continued to support the 
Madre Conchita Orphanage in Nogales, Sonora, including the 
English as a Second Language program. We visited the or-
phanage for the first time in several years. 
Willcox Rotary Club 
We continued fundraising efforts to support local scholar-
ships and other local projects. We supported the micro credit 
program in Nogales. We joined a project called Willcox Cares 
to help elderly and needy community members with house-
hold repairs and maintenance. 
Yuma Rotary Club 
We rehabilitated a rural elementary school in Colonia San 
Leon, Mexico, which was damaged in the 2010 earthquake. 
We had fantastic member participation in club service and 
projects. These included the Walt Kammann Sausage Fry, 
three Sports Award Banquets, the Auction for Scholarships, 
our food booth at Midnight at the Oasis, our long term Yuma 
County Fair booth and Teach of the Year event. 
Yuma Crossing Rotary Club 
We are proud of a project in conjunction with a medical clinic 
built just south of San Luis, Rio Colorado.  There were many 
visits made with members of our group, who travelled to the 

clinic, which was built from ground up, including furnishings, 
electric and plumbing. The clinic had its grand opening and is 
up and running, although we are not finished yet. 
Yuma Foothills Rotary Club 
We supported our Rotoract Club at Arizona Western College/
Northern Arizona University with active participation and an 
international project already completed. We supported the 
victims of domestic violence, youths participating in Odyssey 
of the Mind and RYLA, and the Boys & Girls Club of Yuma. We 
provided scholarships for local youths and therapy for young 
folks developmental disabilities. 
Yuma North End Rotary Club 
We were able to apply and be accepted for a matching grant 
to facilitate the building of two wells and some bathrooms for 
a needy village and school in Africa.  
Yuma Sunrise Rotary Club 
We are proud of the increased presence we have in our com-
munity by becoming involved in the high school mock inter-
views, tree planting at one of our parks and feeding lunch to 
children who donated their time to help sick children. We are 
also proud of the new energy in the club and how our new 
members jumped right in on projects. 

Children, teachers, and parents gathered with Tucson 
Sunrise Rotarians to celebrate literacy at Hollinger Ele-
mentary School.   
Eleven classes came to the library in turns for an inter-
active presentation 
about Rotary, high-
lighted with children 
selecting a new book of 
their own. 
Each session began 
with children seated in 
the center, surrounded 
by Rotarians and Hollin-
ger parents and staff.  
Principal Kathy Bolles 
and Librarian Linda 
Rivera introduced the 
program.  
Following an overview 
of Rotary each Rotarian told their personal story of 
what Rotary means to them and why Hollinger children 
are so important.  
Rotary bookmarks were distributed and used for a 
Four-Way Test activity.  Everyone then moved into the 

main section of the library where books in a variety of 
interest and reading levels were displayed on tables, 
along with Tucson Sunrise Rotary gift stickers for inside 
the front covers.  Children chose books, installed the 

stickers, and received 
an activity sheet to sup-
port their reading of a 
new book.  
Hollinger is one of only 
two elementary schools 
in the entire TUSD that 
is a Dual Language 
School, open to both 
neighborhood and dis-
trict-wide families.  It 
also has a GATE (Gifted 
and Talented Educa-
tion) Program with chil-
dren from all across the 

city.  The project was funded through a District 5500 
Simplified Grant matched by the Tucson Sunrise Rotary 
Foundation.  Larry Boone, Liz Cohn, AG Wendy Hobbs, 
Maria Tilton, Tom Tilton, Phil and Kathleen Silvers, rep-
resented Rotary.   
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One of the highlights of the Rotary International Con-

vention, and other large Rotary events, is the flag 

ceremony. 

The flags of each nation where Rotary is represented 

are paraded and then displayed, making for a spec-

tacular event. 

At this year’s RI Convention in New Orleans, the 

Youth Exchange students from the 35 South Central 

Rotary Youth Exchange (SCRYE) districts were asked 

by President Ray Klinginsmith to serve as flag bearers 

in the opening ceremony. 

These included youth exchange students from District 

5500.  

Their participation was captured on camera by Dis-

trict Governor Nominee Elect Nancy Cassel. 

 

District 5500 will send a Group Study Exchange 
Team to District 2450 in the Middle East this fall.  
The team will consist of a Rotarian Team Leader 
and four or five non-Rotarian young professionals 
age 25-40. The team will depart November 11, 
2011, and return December 9, 2011. The team 
likely will visit Egypt, Jordan, Ramallah in the 
West Bank, and Bahrain.  
They will stay with local Rotarians in their homes, 
visit local cultural and historic sites, give presen-
tations to local Rotary Clubs, and have several 
vocational experiences in which team members 
spend a day with a local Rotarian of their same 
profession. The Rotary Foundation pays for inter-

national airfare and the team is hosted by local 
Rotarians while in District 2450. 
Deadline for submission of team member applica-
tions is June 29 and interviews will be in Tucson 
July 9. The applications and information can be 
found at http://www.rotary.org/en/
serviceandfellowship/Fellowship/
GroupStudyExchange/Pages/ridefault.aspx. The 
District 5500 website is www.rotaryd5500.org. 
Applications and questions should be sent to 
Denny Scanlan at dscanlan@dakotacom.net (tel. 
520-270-8555) or to Michael Drake at 2451 E. 
Calle Los Altos, Tucson, AZ 85718 or Mi-
chael.Drake@azbar.org (tel. 520-624-2488.) 

http://www.rotary.org/en/serviceandfellowship/Fellowship/GroupStudyExchange/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/serviceandfellowship/Fellowship/GroupStudyExchange/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/serviceandfellowship/Fellowship/GroupStudyExchange/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotaryd5500.org
mailto:dscanlan@dakotacom.net
mailto:Michael.Drake@azbar.org
mailto:Michael.Drake@azbar.org


 

Rotary International District 5500 Award for Excellence in Sharing Rotary -- Final Report 

            
Rotary Club: Start End Ap New Net Inc Names    

Casa Grande 35 42 7 7 Steve Dimuzio -4    

          Randy Wheeler -2    

Casa Grande Daybreak 10 10 0 0 NA    

Casas Adobes 43 46 4 3 Mike Harris - 2    

        0 Greg Shelko - 1    

        0 Rod Clevland 1    

Catalina (Tucson) 73 66 3 0 Tom Robertson -- 1    

          Bob Gunderson -- 1    

          Carrie Allen -- 1    

Cienega Rotary Club 6 9 3 3 Pat Watson - 2    

          Wayne Wilerson -- 1    

Dove Mountain 21 22 1 1 Emmett Smelser --1    

Douglas 9 10 1 1 NO SPONSOR    

Fort Yuma 65 61 4 -4 John Bornt --1    

          David Carvill -- 1    

          Debra Green -- 1    

          Ruben Eshbaugh -- 1    

Gila Bend 12 12 0 0      

Gila Valley 12 20 8 8 Charles Owens -- 3    

          Lori Buress -- 1    

          Ronald Tolman -- 2    

          Frank Granburg -- 2    

          Richard Lucas -- 1    

Globe 28 28 3 0 Lualie Leonard -- 1    

          Ellen Kretsch -- 1     

          Mary Anne Moreno    

Green Valley 49 46 4 0 Richard Moll -- 1    

          Arlene Boyles -- 1    

          Dave Polsky -- 1    

          Joyce Finklestein -- 1    

Marana  20 22 2 2 Debbie Conover -- 1    

Miami - Copper Cities              

Nogales 26 31 5 5 Martha Grijalva -- 4    

          Patricia Wallace --1     

Old Pueblo (Tucson) 26 27 1 1 Joe Davey -- 1    

Pima 9 9 0 0 NA    

Rio Rico 21 22 3 1 Manny Lopez -- 1    

          Don Smith-2    

Rotary Club of Douglas, 
AZ 

9 12 3 3 
Faith Collins - 2 

   

SaddleBrooke 66 62 6 -4 Joe McGowan -- 4    

          Tamara Hutto -- 1    

          Ina Mapes -- 1    

Safford 23 23 2 0 Davis Nathan -- 1    

          Holly Pascoe -- 1    

Saguaro (Tucson) 25 24 3 -1 Jim Lovelace - 1    

          Lynn Kastella - 2    

San Luiz Frontera 8 10 2 2 Mario Jauregui --1    

          Alicia Munoz -- 1    

Sunrise (Tucson) 54 49 6 -5 Ann Marsh-Marten - 1 

          Tom Tilton - 1 

          Richard Suskind - 1 

          Al Le Coca - 1 

          Larry Lof - 1 

          Gina Murphy-Darling - 1 

Tubac Rotary Club 15 17 4 2 no individual reported 

Tucson 240 234 18 0 Darrell Stewart - 1 

          Pat Lennan -1 

          Charlotte Harris - 3 

          Jeff Ronstadt -1  

          George Hawke -1 

          Shelby Hawkins -1 

          Dan Spahr -1 

          Ken Tucker -1  

          Richard White -1 

          Larry Adamson -1 

          Hugh Thompson -1 

          Ron Oxman -1 

          Cindy Goodwin - 1 

          Christine Harvey -- 1 

          Mike Schulte - 1  

          Alan Rodgers -1  

Tucson (Kino) 17 18 2 1 Buck Crouch - 2 

Willcox Rotary Club           

Yuma Rotary Club 108 116 23 8 Chuck Nordquist – 4 

          Brianna Mezei – 3 

          Eve Scarff – 1 

          Jon Matheus – 1 

  
        

Loni Ross-Misenhimer 
– 2 

          Don Cutlip – 2 

          Drew Pilkington – 1 

          Dave Hossler – 5 

          Jim Bradford – 1 

          Brenda Howell - 1 

          Amberly Hodgin - 1 

          Derek Egeberg -1 

          Betty DeNise -- 1 

Yuma North End 16 17 1 1 Tony Brockington -- 1 

Clubs Reporting: 25 1046 1065 119 35  

Thank you to the 25 clubs which participated in the Award for 

Excellence in Sharing Rotary. 
Special congratulations go to Yuma Rotary Club which in-

creased its membership by an impressive 23 members. Rotar-

ian Dave Hossler was responsible for bringing in five of those 

new members.  Gila Valley was the top club to gain a % net 

increase—66% - and they tied with Yuma for an overall net 

increase of 8 new members. 

 

Top 8 Clubs Reporting 
Yuma (23), Tucson (18), Gila Valley (8), Casa Grande (7), Tuc-

son Sunrise (6), Nogales (5), Casas Adobes (4), Fort Yuma (4), 

Green Valley (4). 

 

Top Individual Results 
Dave Hossler, Yuma (5), Chuck Nordquist, Yuma (4), Steve 

DiMuzio, Casa Grande (4), Martha Grijalva, Nogales (4), Joe 

McGowan, SaddleBrooke (4), Brianna Mezei, Tucson (3), 

Charlotte Harris, Tucson (3), Charles Owen, Gila Valley (3). 

 

Top 5 Clubs—% net increase 
Gila Valley (66%), Cienega (50%), Douglas (33%), San Luiz 

Frontera (25%), Tubac (13%), Casa Grande (20%), Nogales 

(19%) 

 

Overall Net Increase 
Gila Valley (8), Yuma (8), Casa Grande (7), Nogales (5), Tuc-

son Sunrise (5), Cienega (3), Casas Adobes (3), Tubac (3). 



Rotary Foundation - Annual Giving Report             

July 1, 2010 thru 31 May, 2011        (Mostly Polio+)     

   Per An Giving % of Goal Per Ranking Restricted Perm     

  MBRS APF Goal Capita YTD Reached Capita Apr May Giving Fund TOTAL    

D5500     n/a    1,785.00       

Ajo 9 500.00  55.56  200.00  40.00% 22.22  41 42 0.00  0.00  200.00     

Benson 16 2,380.00  148.75  1,445.00  60.71% 90.31  25 29 774.76  0.00  2,219.76     

Bisbee 24 2,900.00  120.83  1,590.00  54.83% 66.25  40 32 930.00  0.00  2,520.00     

Casa Grande Daybreak 9 900.00  100.00  4,400.00  488.89% 488.89  1 1 19,538.00  4,000.00  27,938.00     

Casa Grande 42 4,200.00  100.00  3,678.65  87.59% 87.59  27 30 746.89  0.00  4,425.54     

Catalina 73 14,060.00  192.60  26,504.00  188.51% 363.07  4 2 4,130.00  0.00  30,634.00     

Cienega 8 450.00  56.25  801.00  178.00% 100.13  26 24 356.00  0.00  1,157.00     

Coolidge 12 1,000.00  83.33  1,620.00  162.00% 135.00  15 19 0.00  0.00  1,620.00     

Douglas 10 900.00  90.00  100.00  11.11% 10.00  45 47 0.00  0.00  100.00     
Florence 29 1,200.00  41.38  1,442.00  120.17% 49.72  32 37 0.00  0.00  1,442.00           

Fort Yuma 61 6,400.00  104.92  8,276.00  129.31% 135.67  17 18 3,909.15  0.00  12,185.15     

Gila Bend 13 1,300.00  100.00  1,300.00  100.00% 100.00  22 25 200.00  0.00  1,500.00     

Gila Valley                        14 0.00  0.00  520.00   37.14   40 200.00  0.00  720.00     

Globe  24 2,200.00  91.67  3,101.00  140.95% 129.21  20 20 822.00  0.00  3,923.00     

Green Valley 46 9,800.00  213.04  15,350.00  156.63% 333.70  3 3 7,850.00  0.00  23,200.00     

Kearny 7 0.00  0.00  100.00   14.29  44 45 100.00  0.00  200.00     

Marana Dove Mountain 21 2,100.00  100.00  4,362.50  207.74% 207.74  12 8 3,158.50  0.00  7,521.00     

Marana 19 3,300.00  173.68  3,260.00  98.79% 171.58  10 12 2,825.00  0.00  6,085.00     

Maricopa 10 0.00  0.00  500.00   50.00  39 36 200.00  0.00  700.00     

Miami-Copper Cities 19 2,100.00  110.53  0.00  0.00% 0.00    2,635.00  0.00  2,635.00     

Mountain Empire-Sonoita 32 3,500.00  109.38  615.00  17.57% 19.22  42 43 316.00  0.00  931.00     
Nogales 25 2,300.00  92.00  1,334.14  58.01% 53.37  30 35 400.00  0.00  1,734.14     

Old Pueblo (Tucson) 26 2,400.00  92.31  3,950.00  164.58% 151.92  16 15 2,832.00  0.00  6,782.00     

Oro Valley 34 3,300.00  97.06  3,350.00  101.52% 98.53  23 26 5,221.00  0.00  8,571.00     
Pantano (Tucson) 24 1,150.00  47.92  6,575.00  571.74% 273.96  8 5 1,646.51  0.00  8,221.51     
Pima (Tucson) 9 0.00  0.00  100.00   11.11   46 0.00  0.00  100.00     

Rincon (Tucson) 33 3,400.00  103.03  3,240.00  95.29% 98.18  31 27 6,685.00  0.00  9,925.00     

Rio Rico 22 2,200.00  100.00  4,542.50  206.48% 206.48  6 9 4,711.58  0.00  9,254.08     

SaddleBrooke 65 6,500.00  100.00  11,025.00  169.62% 169.62  21 13 4,325.00  0.00  15,350.00     

Safford 23 0.00  0.00  720.00   31.30  38 41 0.00  0.00  720.00     

Saguaro (Tucson) 25 2,400.00  96.00  1,620.00  67.50% 64.80  29 33 1,850.00  0.00  3,470.00     

Sahuarita 11 1,000.00  90.91  200.00  20.00% 18.18  43 44 0.00  0.00  200.00     

San Luis Frontera 9 900.00  100.00  1,020.00  113.33% 113.33  19 23 0.00  0.00  1,020.00     

San Manuel 12 250.00  20.83  61.00  24.40% 5.08   49 0.00  0.00  61.00     

Sierra Vista South 19 2,000.00  105.26  870.00  43.50% 45.79  35 38 1,200.00  0.00  2,070.00     

Sierra Vista Sunrise 28 5,600.00  200.00  9,277.36  165.67% 331.33  2 4 48.00  4,584.15  13,909.51     

Sierra Vista West 26 2,600.00  100.00  2,394.00  92.08% 92.08  24 28 1,361.00  0.00  3,755.00     

Sierra Vista 73 10,000.00  136.99  14,955.50  149.56% 204.87  7 10 6,794.46  4,584.15  26,334.11     

Somerton                         7 100.00  14.29  50.00  50.00% 7.14  46 48 1,203.15  0.00  1,253.15     

Superior 5 0.00  0.00  0.00   0.00    0.00  0.00  0.00     

Tubac 14 1,500.00  107.14  1,992.00  132.80% 142.29  13 16 1,730.00  0.00  3,722.00     

Tucson (Casas Adobes) 41 4,200.00  102.44  6,625.00  157.74% 161.59  11 14 3,132.50  0.00  9,757.50     

Tucson Foothills  21 3,150.00  150.00  0.00  0.00% 0.00    4,579.80  0.00  4,579.80     

Tucson Kino 18 1,800.00  100.00  2,450.00  136.11% 136.11  14 17 1,300.00  0.00  3,750.00     

Tucson Sunrise 54 11,200.00  207.41  9,694.00  86.55% 179.52  18 11 3,055.71  6,095.00  18,844.71     

Tucson Sunset 28 2,900.00  103.57  6,059.00  208.93% 216.39  9 7 3,566.00  0.00  9,625.00     

Tucson 240 25,200.00  105.00  12,835.00  50.93% 53.48  37 34 16,969.00  0.00  29,804.00     

Valle Verde-Green Valley 48 5,400.00  112.50  12,455.00  230.65% 259.48  5 6 4,489.50  9,060.75  26,005.25     

Willcox 20 0.00  0.00  0.00   0.00    334.80  0.00  334.80     

Yuma Crossing 18 1,800.00  100.00  0.00  0.00% 0.00    102.87  0.00  102.87     

Yuma Foothills 22 2,860.00  130.00  1,690.00  59.09% 76.82  33 31 3,124.51  0.00  4,814.51     

Yuma North End 16 0.00  0.00  666.00   41.63  36 39 1,201.67  0.00  1,867.67     

Yuma Sunrise                  18 0.00  0.00  2,050.00   113.89  34 22 843.39  0.00  2,893.39     
Yuma 109 10,500.00  96.33  13,590.00  129.43% 124.68  28 21 8,345.27  0.00  21,935.27     

Total for D5500 1641 175,800.00  107.13  214,555.65  122.05% 130.75    141,529.02  28,324.05  384,408.72     

DG's An Giv Goal (200 pc) 1641 328,200.00  200.00  214,555.65  65.37%          


