
 

 

 

 

 

 

LET’S GET BETTER ACQUAINTED 

 

 

According to our RYE student, Lisa Obata, today’s Japan 

is a blend of traditional culture and cuisine, and modern 

Western/International influences.  Sumo wrestlers and 

soccer players.  Sushi and Pizza Hut.  Contemplative 

gardens and hip-hop music. 

 

Still, some things remain uniquely Japanese – and 

important to know, if you visit – such as the carefully 

calibrated gradations of “bowing.”  There’s a big 

difference between a 

bow that is merely a 

polite “how-do-you-

do” and a bow that 

conveys deep 

respect or genuine 

contrition. 

 

Accurately 

described by her 

host family as “determined” and “positive,” Lisa is 

certainly embracing her RYE experience.  In addition to 

improving her English language skills, she has already 

enjoyed “Black Friday” shopping; Lake Michigan sand 

dunes; a Nutcracker ballet; a Chicago field trip; and 

hosting her own party for Ft. Wayne friends.  And on 

Spring Break, she’s going to Costa Rica! 

 

But she wants even more – swimming for regular exercise; 

a borrowed electric guitar to learn how to play; American 

baseball to watch, live; going somewhere she’s never been 

or doing something she’s never done.  Most of all, 

however, she wants the opportunity to meet and talk to 

more Americans … including each of you, my fellow 

Rotarians. 

 

And that’s the essence of the RYE experience – so well 

captured by these familiar lyrics from The King and I: 

“Getting to know you / Getting to know all about you / 

Getting to like you / Getting to hope you like me.” 



 

  

 THE DOWNTOWN ROTARY CLUB   
Next Meeting: April 1, 2013 

         

“OPENING DOORS THROUGH SERVICE” 
 

Greeters John Alexander & Randy Rider 

Cashier Carole Fuller 

Invocation Jill Gutreuter 

House Roger Reece 

Song Leader Tim Gibson 

Sergeant John Milentis 

Spin Editor Mark Westerhausen 

Program 
Jim Sparrow, Arts United 
Cultural Development—Revitalizing our 
Downtown Core 

Lunch Menu Salad Bar, Pizza & Apple Crisp 

 

Upcoming Programs 
 

April 8 
Anthony Juliano, Asher Group 
Linkedin In 10 Minutes a Day 

April 15 
Group Study Exchange Team from 
Austria 

April 22 
Lisa Pacula 
The New Ronald McDonald House 

April 29 
RI Foundation Committee presents 
2013 Community Service Awards 

May 6 Rotary Speech Contest Winners 

May 13 
Bob Fefeman, Midwest Coordinator of 
United Against a Nuclear Iran (UNAI) 

May 20 
Victor Martin, Architect 
Baker Street Train Station: Efforts to 
Return Rail Service to Fort Wayne 

May 27 NO MEETING—MEMORIAL DAY 

 
 
 



 

 

 Club Announcements 
 

CUP FOR A 
CAUSE 

LAST CHANCE!—3 Bags Left! 
See Carole Fuller to buy  
Green Mountain Coffee  

@ $10 per bag.  
The club gets $3 and $1 goes to safe 

water projects worldwide. 

APRIL 15 
RAH! RAH! with Austrian GSE team 
At the NEW O’Reilly’s Irish Pub in 

Harrison Square, 5:30 pm 
 

 

Club Committee Calendar 
 

April 1 Membership Committee, 1:15 pm 

April 23 Board Meeting, 7:30 am 

 

Local 
 

  

 

District and International 
 

April 10 World Affairs Conference 

April 13 District 6540 Speech Contest 

April 14-20 GSE Team from Austria here 

April 26-27 
2013 

District 6540 Annual Conference 
Radisson Star Plaza, Merrillville 

June 23-26 
2013 

Rotary International Convention 
Lisbon, Portugal 

 



 

 

AND THE WINNER IS …. 

 

Congratulations!  And maybe a deep, Japanese-style bow of respect, too!  

Allie Braun, from our own Rotaract Club, is going on a 13-day 

“Rotaract Germantrip” this coming June-July.  It was a worldwide 

competition.  And she was one of the thirteen finalists selected. 

 

Is she excited and proud?  You bet! 

 

SPEECH CONTEST 

 

Here are the ten contestants from South Side and Canterbury High 

Schools who participated 

in our local Speech 

Contest on March 18.  

Good luck in the 

upcoming District 

Speech Contest, April 

13, at Chesterton H.S. in 

Chesterton, IN. 

 

Stay tuned because the 

local winners in “Original Oratory” and in “The 4-Way Test” will be our 

program on May 6. 

 

OUR MARCH STUDENT ROTARIAN 

 

Amy Arthur, our March Student Rotarian from 

North Side, has already earned 30 college credits 

at IPFW!  And in the process she found out how 

different college is from high school.  “In 

college,” said Amy, “I found out it was OK to 

come to class dressed and looking like you just 

got out of bed.”   

 

Of course, it just could be that many of those 

students in fact did … just get out of bed!      

 
   
CAN YOU HELP OUR RYLA COMMITTEE? 
 

Here's an inquiry from Jeremy Redding, Chair of the RYLA Committee.  

 

Every year, our Club sends local high school kids to the Rotary Youth 

Leadership camp near Lafayette.  This year's RYLA is April 19-21.  

Normally, we rent a van for transportation, which we can get at a 

reduced cost.  And we usually caravan with the Anthony Wayne and 



 

 

Churubusco Clubs.  The students really like to ride together.  But 

unfortunately, we can't get them all in one van.  So perhaps a bus this 

year? 

 

Does anyone attend a church or know of a facility that would allow us to 

use their bus (seating at least 20) for a free or reduced rate?  If so, 

contact Jeremy ASAP -- either by phone (490-7979) or by email 

(JeremyDRedding@gmail.com) 

 

 

Happy Anniversary Rotarians! 

 

Leonard Goldstein 
47 
years 

Apr 04, 1966 

          

          

 C. James Cress 
31 
years 

Apr 05, 1982 

          

          

 Lindy Moss 
33 

years 
Apr 07, 1980 

          

          

 Jill Gutreuter 
13 
years 

Apr 10, 2000 

          

          

 Jeanette Dillon 3 years Apr 12, 2010 
          

          

 Thomas Kus 
15 

years 
Apr 13, 1998 

          

          

 R. Kay Ostrum 6 years Apr 16, 2007 
          

          

 Louise Jackson 
13 
years 

Apr 17, 2000 

          

          

 Roger Sipe 
25 

years 
Apr 18, 1988 

          

          

 Jason Daenens 4 years Apr 20, 2009 
          

          

 Edward Klocke 28 Apr 21, 1985 

mailto:JeremyDRedding@gmail.com


 

 

years 
          

          

Randy Roberts 
44 
years 

Apr 21, 1969 

          

          

 James Kratzat 
20 

years 
Apr 22, 1993 

          

          

 Hope Sheehan 2 years Apr 25, 2011 
          

          

 Richard Conklin 
28 
years 

Apr 29, 1985 

 

Happy Birthday Rotarians! 

 
William Harris Apr 04 

      

      

 Michael Kelly Apr 06 
      

      

John Alexander Apr 10 
      

      

 Thomas Beaver Apr 11 
      

      

Thomas Kus Apr 14 
      

      

John Milentis Apr 14 
      

      

 F. Lauren Griffith Apr 19 
      

      

 Thomas Yoder Apr 23 
      

      

Jonathan Walker Apr 24 
      

      

 Thomas Wooding Apr 25 
      

      

John Hoffman Apr 26 



 

 

      

      

 Randall Rider Apr 26 
      

      

 William Tucker Apr 27 
      

      

James Matthews Apr 30 

 


