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ROTARY CLUB

OF

SANTA CLARA
The Purpose of your
Rotary Information Meeting
This meeting is conducted by Past Santa Clara Rotary presidents to accomplish the following:
1. To give you an overview view of Rotary, both internationally and locally.

2. To let you know what to expect of your membership in Rotary. 

3. To let you know what our club will expect of you as a member.

4. To answer any questions you might have about Rotary in general and our club in particular.

What Exactly is
Rotary International?
Rotary International is a volunteer organization of 1.2 million business and professional leaders united worldwide to provide humanitarian service and help build goodwill and peace.

- What’s Rotary?

How did Rotary start?
Paul P. Harris along with three of his friends organized the first Rotary Club in Chicago in 1905.  This club met in rotation at the offices of the four members – thus, the name Rotary.  There are now more than 32,000 Rotary Clubs organized into 534 Districts located in more than 200 countries. 

Their initial purpose was to forge friendships and to develop business amongst themselves.  Rotary is now the world’s largest and foremost community service organization.

 The Object Of Rotary
The object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the ideal of service as a basis of worthy enterprise and, in particular, to encourage and foster:

First.  The development of acquaintance as an opportunity for service;

Second.  High ethical standards in business and professions; the recognition of the worthiness of all useful occupations; and the dignifying by each Rotarian of their occupation as an opportunity to serve society;

Third.  The application of the ideal of service by every Rotarian to their personal, business, and community life;

Fourth.  The advancement of international understanding, goodwill, and peace through a world fellowship of business and professional people united in the ideal of service.

The Rotary International
Four Way Test
(of the things we think, say or do)
1. Is it the Truth?
2. Is it Fair to all concerned?
3. Will it build Good Will and Better Friendships?
4. Will it be Beneficial to all concerned?
The Rotarian’s Motto
“Service Above Self”

 Rotary International

· Organized into 534 Districts worldwide

· Located in over 200 countries worldwide, including Afghanistan, Iraq, and People’s Republic of China.

· Is the world’s largest provider of privately financed scholarships, more than Rhodes or Fulbright.
· Has provided more than $650 million in support and countless volunteer hours in the battle to eradicate polio.

· Conducts an RI International Convention each May or June in a different part of the world. Every Rotarian is welcome to attend.

· Manages the Rotary Foundation, which last year contributed over $100 million toward humanitarian projects around the world.

· Maintains its world headquarters in Evanston, Illinois, a suburb of Chicago.
District 5170
· Comprised of approximately 60 Clubs in Santa Clara, Alameda, Santa Cruz, and San Benito Counties. Our club is a member of 5170.
· Numbers a total membership of approximately 4,000.

· Clubs in 5170 maintain membership levels that range between 12 members up to 450.

· Includes Rotary Club of Oakland that in 1909 became the third Rotary Club ever established. 

· Is governed by a District Governor and a panel of Assistant Governors.

· Santa Clara Rotary is proud to have had two members serve as District Governor:  Neal Hoffman (1998-99) and Gary Citti (2008-09).

· Hosts a 5170 District Celebration each April. All Rotarians are welcome and encouraged to attend with family.
Rotary Club of Santa Clara
Our Club was founded August 10, 1936.  It thrives today with a membership of business and community leaders.  We celebrated our 80th anniversary in August 2016. We are a part of Rotary International, but set our own goals.
Santa Clara Rotary is governed by a Board of Directors.  Members of the Board include our President, President Elect, Secretary, Treasurer and four At-Large members who serve two-year terms.  The president also asks other members to take on special assignments for the year, and while they typically attend Board meetings, they are not voting Board members. Any member can attend any board meeting at any time.
Five Avenues of Service
Rotary International’s commitment to Service above Self has been channeled through the Five Avenues of Service. In Santa Clara a Board member is assigned responsibility for each of these Avenues. They are:

CLUB SERVICE focuses on strengthening fellowship and ensuring the effective functioning of our club. These areas include:
1. Our Sergeant At Arms and our Treasurer set up each weekly meeting and host the greeting/payment table.


2. A club bulletin is available prior to each meeting through our website (santaclararotary.org). 
3. This avenue of service also plans social programs for our members. Annual events have included:
a. Bocce Night at Campo di Bocce

b. President’s Dinner (President-Elect plans event)
c. Evening Social Dinners with spouses/guests
d. An annual June Picnic honoring Past Santa Clara Rotary Presidents
4. Red Badge Rotarians will serve as Greeter at club meetings to allow them the opportunity to meet all members and welcome guests to our club. 

5. We maintain additional select committees that allows us to administer the club efficiently:

a. A Rotary Information Committee to inform incoming members about Rotary International and our Club. Once joined we also have club mentors assigned to each new member to assist with any questions.
b. An Attendance Chairman to keep track of the members’ attendance and follow with the mentors to assure each new member is participating in the club.
c. A committee chairperson to rotate assignments for the weekly inspiration amongst members.  Each member has the opportunity, roughly once every eighteen months, to provide the opening inspiration.  

d. We have a committee to ensure there is a meaningful program at each meeting.  Each member has the obligation, approximately once every eighteen months, to provide a program for the Club.  
COMMUNITY SERVICE covers the projects and activities we take to improve life in our community.
1. We sponsor an annual Barbeque Championship Cook-Off under the auspices of the Kansas City Barbeque association. This event attracts barbeque teams from all over the Western United States and fantastic attendance by the citizens of Santa Clara. Members are expected to reserve the last Friday and Saturday of June to work the BBQ as assigned by the committee.


2. We annually produce a “Christmas for Kids” program where 150 disadvantaged children, in various grades, are invited to a special lunch.  Face painters and a magician entertain the kids. Santa Claus and his helpers then present toys and a new warm jacket to each child.  
3. Money generated at the Barbeque Cook Off funds our Steps for Success program. This provides a pair of new shoes and a book to 500+ select elementary school children each October. Member participation expected.
4. We conduct an annual speech contest for high school students. Cash prizes and plaques are awarded to winners. Our club’s winner then goes on to compete in the District 5170 speech competition. 
5. Our own Santa Clara Rotary foundation funds annual scholarships for local kids to attend community colleges.

6. We sponsor a Boy Scout Troop for the disadvantaged.

7. We participate each year in the Santa Clara Art and Wine Festival as another source of project funding. All of our members are encouraged to volunteer time to work this two day event in September each year.
VOCATIONAL SERVICE encourages Rotarians to serve others through their vocations and to practice high ethical standards. 
Each member of the Club, from time to time, has an opportunity to present their own background and information about their profession. Hopefully we can use these vocational skills in helping others in our community. 
INTERNATIONAL SERVICE encompasses actions taken to expand Rotary’s humanitarian reach around the globe and to promote world understanding and peace.
We support the Rotary Youth Exchange Program, which enables outstanding students to study for one year – in a country other than their own – on Rotary grants.
We usually participate in an international project each year in conjunction with a local Rotary Club in the foreign city. In the past we have:
a. Built an eye clinic in Chiappas, Mexico.

b.  Donated (and actually drove!) an ambulance to Central America.

c. Equipped a hospital in Nicaragua with medical supplies.
d. Participated in the rebuilding of a city destroyed by hurricane Mitch. Donated to victims of Hurricane Harvey and Irma in 2017.
e. Donated money to Nepal after the earthquake of 2015.

f. Shipped medical equipment to Romania. 
YOUTH SERVICE recognizes the positive change implemented by youth and young adults through leadership development activities.
We sponsor and actively monitor three high school Rotary Interact Clubs, one each at Wilcox HS, Santa Clara HS and Archbishop Mitty HS. This is early service involvement and leadership development skills for future Rotarians.

Camp RYLA:  Each year we send two or three outstanding high school students to the Rotary Youth Leadership Awards camp where they experience a full week of leadership training. 
Enterprise Leadership Conference: This conference takes selected high school juniors to a camp for three days and two nights. The students are divided into teams of six (3 boys, 3 girls). Each student team is then tasked to create a business and present their business plan to a panel of judges by the last morning. Interspersed within these three days are lectures on various aspects of business given by Silicon Valley business executives. The focus of ELC is to inspire future business leaders in a stimulating environment. The program is funded 100% by participating Rotary Clubs. Many of our Santa Clara Rotary club members take time to spend the three days assisting the kids. 
SANTA CLARA ROTARY FOUNDATION
Our Club has its own charitable foundation – the Santa Clara Rotary Foundation, which has been approved by the IRS as a tax exempt organization to which member contributions are fully tax deductible. It was created originally as a conduit to award college scholarships for local kids to attend community colleges and has grown through the years. We now support many kids on to a four year degree. 
The Foundation is governed by a Board of Directors consisting of the four immediate past presidents of the Club, the current president, the president elect and an appointed club member. This board directs the funding of many of our projects that have been previously listed. The directing document for the Foundation places the major emphasis on helping the youth of our area. 
Any member contributing over $1000 cumulative to the Santa Clara Foundation is awarded the Bake Bacon Award named in honor of one of the founders of the club in 1936 and its first president.
Members may also join our bequeathal program, the Santa Clara Rotary Legacy Society by pledging to financially gift the Santa Clara Rotary Foundation some time in the future. More information may be found on our club web page or by speaking to the Santa Clara Rotary Foundation President.
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Your Privileges in Rotary
The Privilege Of Friendship With Leaders

. . . in your community

. . . in neighboring cities

. . . all over the U.S.A.

. . . In all parts of the free world

The Privilege Of Providing Service To Your Community

The Privilege Of Developing International Good Will And Understanding

The Privilege Of Helping Build Higher Ethical Standards Within Your Vocation
___________________________________________________

You will be welcomed by each member of our Club – but remember, you must make an effort to meet us and know us. Consistent attendance at club meetings will ensure you have a great experience in Santa Clara Rotary.
Your Obligations in Rotary
1. Participation

To be a Rotarian you must give of your time and talents – in community work, in social functions, in Club and District activities.  Specifically:

· You will be assigned to one or more of our committees by our club President.
· You will be expected to work at the Barbeque Championship Weekend in June.
· You will be expected to work a two hour shift at the Art & Wine Festival Booth in September.
· You will be expected to participate in as many Community Service Projects as possible.

· You will be expected to help the long-term viability of the Club by recruiting new members.
2. Attendance

100% attendance is urged and honored in Rotary. This goal can be achieved by attending each weekly meeting of our Club – or by making up at another Rotary Club within two weeks in advance or two weeks after a missed meeting of our Club; or by attending a District event or one of several qualifying Club events.
Attend 100% of our meetings . . . 

Stay for 100% of each meeting !

Your Financial Obligations
Annually, you should expect your financial obligation to Rotary to be as follows:

Meetings: You will be billed for all meetings (missed and not made up), 50 yearly at $25/meeting)
$1,250
Semi-Annual Dues 

($120 every six months)
240
Semi-Annual Recognition Fee

($50 every six months)
100

Paul Harris Foundation Donation

(Suggested voluntary donation)
200

SC Rotary Foundation Donation

(Suggested voluntary donation)
100

Social Events

(Allowance for optional events)
   300
Total
$1,490 to $2,090
There is an initial fee of $390.00 due at Rotary Information session:

Your payment of $390 includes $135 application fee, $50 birthday/anniversary recognition fines, $120 for 6 month dues, $45 for meals and one SC Rotary polo shirt. This is required at Rotary Information before you are inducted into the club. You will then be billed monthly for all your Rotary costs. If you become more than 60 days past due you could be subject to dismissal from the club. 

Steps to take to join Santa Clara Rotary:
1. A member of this Rotary Club sponsored your membership or you contacted us directly.
2. You then attend three meetings as our guest and accept our invitation to attend this Rotary Information Session. You will be requested to submit your completed application and $390.00 application fee payable to our club.
3. If you wish to proceed after completing RI this committee submits your application to the Board of Directors. You will then be required to attend the next monthly Board Meeting.

4. Upon attending the Board meeting and Board approval, your application will be referred to our entire membership for a 7-day period. You will be notified of results.

5. If positive, you will be inducted into our club as a Red Badge Member. If you do not join your application fee of $390.00 will be refunded. 
6. You will have six months to complete required Red Badge assignments and move to Blue Badge. 
ROTARY CLUB OF SANTA CLARA
TGRCITW!
NEW RED BADGE MEMBER

BLUE BADGE REQUIREMENT CHECKLIST

(To be accomplished in your first SIX MONTHS after receiving your Red Badge)

The following checklist is designed to assist you in the completion of your Blue Badge Requirements. 


Name: _____________________________
Date Joined: _________________________

1.
Good attendance for (6) continuous months:
Attendance Confirmation: _______________

2.
Current on all club fees and dues:

Treasurer Confirmation:  ________________

3.
Presented personal history at club meeting:
Date:  _______________________________

4.
Attended a club Board of Directors meeting:
Date:  _______________________________

5.
Served on the following committee or project     Committee:  __________________________








Project:        __________________________

6.
Visited the following (2) Rotary Clubs:

Club: ________________ Date: __________








Club: ________________ Date: __________

7.
Assisted the Sgt-at-Arms at club meeting:
Date: ________________________________
8.
Attended a District or International Function:
Function: _____________ Date: __________

9. 
Complete Online Youth Protection Training: 
Date: ________________________________


(go to: rotarydistrict5170.org, Click Youth 

             Protection on left. Click online training)

10.     Complete Volgistics: See Club President               Date:_________________________________
11.      Have lunch at SC Rotary Stammtisch Table         Date: _________________________________

Our “Blue Badge” requirement program was designed to familiarize new members with Rotary and ensure they are certified to work with youth.  NOTE AGAIN: You have six months to complete the above requirements. 
Remember, it is the responsibility of your Sponsor and each member of this club to assist you in the completion of these requirements. Please ask questions if you need assistance. Sign and submit this form to Membership Chair when completed:
Signature:  ___________________________
Date: _________________________
Rotary Club of Santa Clara

Proposed Member Pertinent Information

Date:  

        Name:  

Primary Mailing Address for Rotary Contacts:

Primary E-mail Address for Rotary Contacts:

***Note: SCRC bills monthly. Your bill will arrive by email. If you would like your bill to be automatically paid by a credit card please contact our Club Treasurer. 
Primary Phone:

Business Phone:


Classification: ________________________________

                                 Classification is your business or profession and will be used on your Rotary name badge. 
___X___I will be able to work at the annual BBQ Weekend this year for at least one 4 hour shift. Date is usually last Fri/Sat in June.
***Please note you will be contacted by our Club Secretary so that you may complete your full roster information online at our club website.  Thank you.
Proposed Member Personal Information
Please complete and bring to Rotary Information 

Attach additional pages if necessary
Name____________________________________________________________________

Title:_____________________________________________________________________

Business telephone:____________________
Primary Phone:_______________________
Email Address:__________________________________________________________

Home Address:__________________________________________________________

Date of Birth: (month and day only)______________________________________

Partner name:__________________________________________________________

Educational/Professional Qualifications:________________________________________

Trade Associations/Community Involvement:____________________________________

Work Experience:_____________________________________________________________

Personal Interests:____________________________________________________________

How did you get interested in Rotary?__________________________________________

Are you a past member of Rotary?   O yes      O no. 
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