FINAL DRAFT ROTARY CLUB OF GOLDEN 

POLICY ON

GOLDEN ROTARY HONORARY MEMBERSHIP

APPROVED BY THE ROTARY CLUB OF GOLDEN BOARD OF DIRECTORS PASSED OCTOBER 25, 2012 
BACKGROUND:
RI TYPES OF MEMBERSHIP:  There are two types of membership in Rotary; active and honorary.  RI Bylaws in the 2010 Manual of Procedure under Article 4 (Membership in Clubs), section 4.050 (Honorary Membership) provides the following definition of eligibility:


4.050.1.  Eligibility for Honorary Membership.  Persons who have distinguished themselves by meritorious service in the furtherance of Rotary ideals and those persons considered friends of Rotary for their permanent support of Rotary’s cause may be elected to honorary membership in more than one club.  The terms of such membership shall be as determined by the board of the club in which they hold membership.


4.050.2.  Rights and Privileges.  Honorary members shall be exempt from the payment of admission fees and dues, shall have no vote and shall not be eligible to hold any office in the club.  Such members shall not hold classifications, but shall be entitled to attend all meetings and enjoy all the other privileges of the club in which they hold such membership.  No honorary member of a club is entitled to any rights or privileges in any other club, except for the right to visit other clubs without being the guest of a Rotarian.
Article VI of the current Golden Rotary Bylaws provides:

Section 6 - Honorary Membership.
(a) Eligibility for Honorary Membership. Persons who have distinguished themselves by meritorious service in the furtherance of Rotary ideals may be elected to honorary membership in the Club. The term of such membership shall be as determined by the Board. Persons may hold honorary membership in more than one (1) club.

(b) Rights and Privileges. Honorary members shall be exempt from the payment of admission fees and dues, shall have no vote and shall not be eligible to hold any office in the Club. Such Members shall not hold classifications, but shall be entitled to attend all meetings and enjoy all the other privileges of the Club. No honorary Member of the Club is entitled to any rights and privileges in any other club, except for the right to visit other clubs without being the guest of a Rotarian.
GOLDEN ROTARY POLICY:

1. The designation of an individual as an Honorary Member in Rotary Club of Golden is for a one-year term that recognizes an individual who has distinguished him/herself by meritorious service in the furtherance of Rotary ideals.  Nominees may include such individuals as elected officials or members who have come to the attention in the greater Golden community as having these attributes. 
2. The Board will complete an annual review of all with honorary designations to consider whether to extend the membership or to thank an individual for their service during their honorary membership year.  As part of this process, the Rotary Club of Golden will seek permission to include honorary members in any publicity of the Club.

3. Existing honorary members are “grandfathered” into the system and, from here forward, honorary member designations will be for a one-year period of time with the individual’s approval to use them in publicity as appropriate.  The list of new honorary members will be re-evaluated annually by the Board.  All costs associated with an individual’s involvement will be at not cost to the individual.
4. The Membership Chair and Committee are responsible for managing the Honorary Members process for the Rotary Club of Golden.
