BIO SKETCH – JAMES T. BOGGS

James T. Boggs is an attorney who is currently employed by Miller Law Offices, PLLC in Fairmont, West Virginia. …In case you’re wondering, Fairmont is a little over three hours from Canton.     

James has been a Rotarian since his induction into the Greensburg, Pennsylvania Club September 4, 2001, exactly one week before 9/11.  He served multiple terms on the Board of the Greensburg Club, organized numerous social events, and he is a Paul Harris Fellow.

For nearly 20 years, he worked as Senior Attorney and Manager of the Major Claims Department of Allegheny Energy.  Allegheny Energy was acquired in 2011 by FirstEnergy.  At Allegheny, James was the Company’s primary point of contact for all claims and lawsuits alleging personal injury, wrongful death, and property damage in the company’s entire five state service territory.  In conjunction with outside counsel, he also managed the resolution of over 11,000 claims related to alleged exposure to asbestos.  During his 30 year career as an attorney, he has handled a variety of matters before courts and administrative agencies throughout Pennsylvania and West Virginia.  Fresh out of law school in 1987, James opened his own law office in his home town of Huntington, West Virginia and operated it for nearly three years, until Allegheny Energy made him an unsolicited offer to join its Legal Department as in-house counsel with a focus on litigation.  
James and his wife Susan, who also worked for Allegheny Energy, met in a computer class at work in 1993.  During a lunch break, their mutual love of music became the topic of conversation.  …They got married five years later in 1998.  In 2007, when it became clear that Allegheny Energy was a takeover target, James and Susan decided that it might not be such a great idea to keep all of their eggs in the same basket (working for the same company), so James left the company and went to work with a financial services company in downtown Pittsburgh, focusing on estate planning and financial protection strategies. Seven years later, in April 2015, he took his current position with Miller Law.  
In addition to their day jobs, James and Susan are both musicians. James was also the Drum Major in the marching band at Marshall University and was the lead tenor saxophonist in Marshall University’s Jazz Ensemble, which performed in Russia for nearly an entire month back in 1984.  James notes that the trip to Russia was his first flight anywhere.  He has first-hand knowledge that things are far better HERE than they are in Russia.  …We have it way better than we realize.  
James still enjoys performing music, mainly jazz.  His fondest musical memory occurred not long after the Russia trip when, on only five hours’ notice, he and three friends were asked to whip up a few tunes to perform for an hour in the lobby of a Country Club as the warm-up act for “some other guys.”  When James and his friends arrived at the Country Club, the “other guys” turned out to be the world-famous Tommy Dorsey Orchestra.  

James received his Bachelor of Arts degree, with honors, in Political Science from Marshall University in 1984 (with minors in Spanish, Psychology, Sociology and of course Music), and he received his Doctor of Jurisprudence degree from the College of Law at West Virginia University in 1987.  He is a member of the Bars of West Virginia, Pennsylvania, The United States District Court for the Northern and Southern Districts of West Virginia, The United States Court of Appeals for The Fourth Circuit, and The United States Supreme Court.  He has been a member the Association of Trial Lawyers of America (now called The Association For Justice), The Association of Corporate Counsel, and the Mountain State Bar Association, and he has served on several boards of directors.   

James is a huge college football fan and is a long-time Marshall University football season ticket holder.  He also loves pro football, but he has chosen not to mention the name of his favorite team in front of this crowd.   (((
How did James and Susan end up in Ohio?  It was as a result of his Susan’s promotion to an Executive position at FirstEnergy.  “They made her an offer that we couldn’t refuse.”  Her office is located at the company’s Corporate Headquarters building in downtown Akron.  
James is ACTIVELY seeking employment opportunities close to Canton so he can end his weekly commute to Fairmont, WV.  …He says that he has done enough “windshield time” (time in the car).  
James and Susan live in nearby Green, Ohio with their Bombay cat, Maceo (pronounced MAY-see-o).  They already love this area, especially the proximity to Lake Erie.  He and Susan are very fond of being on or near the water.  …Lake Erie will tide them over between their November trips to Aruba.  (
James looks forward to working with each of you and getting to you know you better.  
