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Today’s Agenda
● Colorado Refugee Services Program 
● Integration Framework
● Key Definitions & Terms
● Displacement & Resettlement 
● Our New Neighbors
● Programs & Services
● Question & Answer / Group Discussion
● Learn More & Stay Engaged



We are human beings. 
Refugees are human beings 

just like you. 
- Mohamed Juma



Colorado Refugee Services Program

● Program of the Colorado Department 
of Human Services 

● Responsible for the statewide 
coordination of refugee resettlement 

● Works through network of contracts 
and partners to achieve our goals



OUR MISSION
Ensure the effective resettlement 
of refugees and promote refugee 
advancement past self-sufficiency 
and to long-term integration.

OUR VISION
Refugees are safe, healthy, and 
prepared to achieve their greatest 
aspirations.

OUR VALUES
● Elegant, effective, and efficient services
● Holistic approach
● Engage newcomer & welcoming 

communities
● Build social capital 



Integration 
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(Ager & Strang, 2004) 
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Key Definitions 
& Terms



Office of Refugee Resettlement (ORR)
Eligible Populations

● Refugee
● Asylee
● Special Immigrant Visa (SIV) holder
● Victim of Trafficking
● Amerasian
● Cuban/Haitian Entrant
● Afghan Humanitarian Parolee
● SI/SQ Parolee



Displacement: A Global Perspective 



A Global Perspective 



Geography of Displacement 



A National Perspective  





Operation Allies Welcome

● Evacuation of Afghan allies  - Summer 2021
● Federal Response led by Dept. of Homeland Security

○ https://www.dhs.gov/allieswelcome
●  Approximately 77,000 Afghans resettled across United 

States
○ September 2021-February 2022

https://www.dhs.gov/allieswelcome


How Do Refugees Get To Colorado? 



A Rigorous & Lengthy Process 

UNHCR refers only the most 
vulnerable cases to countries 
for possible resettlement. 
Refugees cannot pick their 
country of resettlement.

> 8 Federal government agencies

> 6 Different security databases

> 5 Separate background checks

> 4 Biometric security checks

> 3 Separate in-person interviews

> 2 Inter-agency security checks

> 2 years on average before 
approval

Referral to one of nine 
national resettlement 
agencies



Refugee Arrivals to Colorado
Oct. 1, 2016 - Sept. 30, 2021

Newly Enrolled by Immigration Status



Refugee Languages in Colorado 
Enrolled Oct. 1, 2016 - Sept. 30, 2021

Top 10 Languages



Gender Breakdown
Enrolled Oct. 1, 2016 - Sept. 30, 2021

Male
Female



Geographic Distribution
Oct. 1, 2016 - Sept. 30, 2021

County of Initial Residence



● 1970 Afghan Humanitarian 
Parolees arrived statewide 

● Sept. 2021-Feb. 2022
● 90% Metro Denver, 10% Colorado 

Springs

Afghan Humanitarian 
Parolees



● Access to affordable housing
● Mental health services
● Legal services
● Current staffing levels

● Creation of Transitional Housing Site
● Colorado Afghan Evacuee Fund
● Streamlined availability of existing housing 

assistance 
● Multi-agency effort to for donations & apartment 

setups
● Addition of two temporary resettlement agencies 

Challenges & Additional 
Support 



Programs & 
Services





• Housing & basic furnishings
• Public benefits
• Social security card
• Medical screening & subsequent health services
• School registration for children
• Case management 
• Employment services
• Support to become a legal permanent resident

Initial Services



CRSP-Funded 
Programs & 
Services
https://cdhs.colorado.gov/crsp



Program Outcomes 
• $16.08/hour average wage 

FFY21 
• Historic averages of 90 

days to employment from 
arrival

• Explore RISE study to 
understand long-term 
integration 

• Economic impact of 
refugees in Colorado 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oS9Xp9Hw2PGOT-3C3is6pnPPrwtyx0lf/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1F2Wt0NvSei2nIwH-PC7nTr6MPRbqcxm9/view


Keep Learning & Stay in Touch

• Colorado Refugee Services 
Program website 

• Colorado Refugee Connect 
website to search for 
websites, books, movies & 
more

• Like & follow on 
Facebook:
• Colorado Refugee Speakers 

Bureau
• Colorado Refugee Connect

• Join CARES Listserv for 
refugee-service providers

• Email me: 
Meg.Sagaria-Barritt@state.co.
us 

• General CRSP inbox: 
CRSP@state.co.us 

https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdhs/refugee-services
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdhs/refugee-services
http://www.corefugeeconnect.org/
http://www.corefugeeconnect.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ColoradoRSB/
https://www.facebook.com/ColoradoRSB/
https://www.facebook.com/corefugeeconnect
mailto:Meg.Sagaria-Barritt@state.co.us
mailto:Meg.Sagaria-Barritt@state.co.us
mailto:CRSP@state.co.us


Q&A and 
Discussion


