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There’s the Beef!

HERE’S the campaign litera-
ture? The snowstorm of pam-
phlets and flyers? Our hallway

was bare save for the flurry of yard signs.
There were only two flyers: Ron Kelly and
Tom Harrison and one 8V2x11” handout
for a school board candidate not part of to-
day’s debate, Ken Roberts. Has the elec-
tion process now completely embraced so-
cial media and websites? If so, Satinder
will prosper while Kenny withers away.

Sainted Editor was in despair; he uses
the printed sales pitches to flesh out his re-
portage. Mindful of our relentless timer,
candidates rattle off their propaganda faster
than he can record it. So everyone will have
cause to complain that some essential piece
of indoctrination is missing from what fol-
lows! Woe to the World.

President Wonderful tried manfully to start
the meeting early at 12:02 while guests were
still huddled around the sandwich table.
Sandwiches!?! What was Tde Pitclferk think-
ing, trying to impress Plano’s elite with ham
and cheese? They should have rolled out the
prime rib with Yorkshire pudding to tout the
quality of their kitchens! Of course, it didn’t
stop today’s multitudes from piling high
their plates.

Earnest called upon David McWhort-
er for the Invocation and Jamee Jolly for
the Pledge. (“Where’s Baf?” several of our troop
wanted to know.) Beverly Miles (Plano
Chamber of Commerce) was our Greeter. Ear-
nest called SERGEANT BARBERA to the
podium to fail to welcome all our distin-
guished guests, there not being time.

Nevertheless, Visiting Rotarians includ-
ed James Megrath (Sunrise) and Rev.
Greg Alan Smith (Dallas Uptown). Jim
McGee introduced guests Sally Mag-
nuson and Beverly Miles. Jamee Jolly
beat EAFTAiN Kimik to the punch wel-
coming Al Valente. i< had to be con-
tent introducing Jessie Sanchez. Olin
Jaye tried to find guest Diane Donley, and
Bruce Glasscock touted the services of
Jim Parrish earning himself a fine in the

process.
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Earnest took f)recious time from the
program to have us sing HB20 to all the

birthday boys and dgirls in the list to the left.
Then he called upon Jamee Jolly to MC and
got Jamie Schell instead. Still he’s batting
.500! Not bad.

Jamie told us we’d hear only from City
Council candidates today, there being four
places up for grabs, two of the Musical
Chairs contested with a total of five candi-
dates and two being uncontested. He want-
ed us to keep in mind three points:

1. The time and effort it requires in
preparing a campaign for the oppor-
tunity to take on the half-time, vol-
unteer job of City Councilman,

2. To keep an open mind while endur-
ing their spiels, and
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3. To listen respectfully to all seven candidates.

For we were going to hear opening statements even from
the unopposed ones, then we’d hear from the challengers.

Place 1, Plano’s eastside candidate, Angela Miner is
unopposed. She’s playing down the Dynasty Thing (taking
husband Pat’s old seat) by plastering Plano with signs offer-
ing ANGELA Miner for office. She told us she’d moved to
Plano 19 years ago. She’s shepherded 30,000 members of
PISD’s PTAs as well as being on the Education Committee
of the PSO and a member of North Texas Pioneers Rotary.
Her emphases while in office will be strong infrastructure
and security.

Place 3’s unopposed candidate, Rick Grady, has
lived in Plano for 33 years, most of the early ones “doing
odd jobs” for Ross Perot’s EDS. He’s worked for a dec-
ade on the Community Relations Committee, P&Z, and the
PTA. He’s served in Vietnam, and he’s endorsed by Plano’s
Police and Fire Departments. He wants us all to visit
GradyForPlano.com

PLACE 7 \

Our own Jim McGee welcomed us -
“to my Rotary Club,” touting his Paul
Harris Fellowship but failing to note its
ubiquity. He’s been in Plano since
1990, involved with multiple City
Boards and Commissions including
P&Z. His strong association to the
Chamber “shows commitment to the
community

Jim is running because the high
turnover of council members cries out for “hlstorlcal un-
derstanding” by someone eager to supply institutional
memory of how it was while Plano is experiencing the
“problems of rebirth.” He “welcomes your support.”

Tom Harrison came to Plano 20
years ago from Wisconsin. (Smart move.)
While working for Xerox, he was sent
packing 24/5 around the country. Plano
became a refuge for this corporate refu-
gee. He has been instrumental in the
“Love Where You Live” campaign as
part of the Custer Road United Method-

M ist Church. His community work has
spread to the Douglass Community. Tom4Plano.com

Tom is running as an independent voice on a City
Council in need of “transparency.” It is his contention
that Plano is plunging headlong into development that
needs to “slow down or stop.” He believes attention needs
to be paid to the aging southeast corner of the City.

PLACE 5

Mike Mansfield was the
only speaker to thank both the
Chamber and our Rotary for
putting on this forum. His ex-
pertise is in sales and manage-
ment, telecommunications and
real estate; so he’s a business
Renaissance Man. Although a
“native Dallasite,” Mike has
been 10 years in Plano. He is a
graduate of NTSU where he took computer and real estate
classes. He’s been on 3 City commissions since 1989.

Mike has served on several Dallas commissions and his
HOA. He is endorsed by Plano Police, Fire, and several
former City Mayors.

w Matt Lagos is running again for a
seat on the Council. He too is a Rotarian
(Sunrise) and a native Planoian (the prop-
er form), having been born in what was
then Plano General Hospital in 1978 (a
mere babe of a Rotarian). Go, Wildcats!

He holds two baccalaureate degrees
in Financial Accounting, so he’s “quali-
fied to understand” City budgets. He
holds the City Council to be “not an en-
try-level position.”
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He is Place 5’s only candidate who is a Rotarian, a
member of LULAC, and a graduate of Leadership Plano.

His emphasis, if he can strong-arm the 20 people who
voted for his opponent last time, will be the creation of a
Business Incubator to encourage new small businesses and
the redevelopment of Collin Creek Mall.

Ron Kelly moved to Plano
in 1996. Daughter Megan is a
graduate of Texas A&M, and
his son is currently an account-
ing major at Baylor.

Ron has been a corporate
VP with $1.2 B annual revenue.
So he’s familiar with managing
people.

In 2003, he had an epipha-
ny and left the corporate for the eccle31ast1cal hfe As an
ordained minister, he helps find jobs for 6,500 folks, help-
ing them with their personal finances including debt re-
duction.

Ron says that he “loves Plano,” and that it’s undergo-
ing a “critical time.” He is endorsed by “all the State Rep-
resentatives” and the Collin County Judge.

Opening statements accomplished, Jamie warned the
candidates of the time limits on responses to four ques-
tions put to each of them.

1. What are Plano’s 3 most pressing issues?

Jim opined “transportation, water, and redevelop-
ment.” We need to make “hard decisions” about aging
neighborhoods.

Tom wants to maintain the “Plano Lifestyle” that first
lured many of us: housing and fine education. He decries
“mixed use” and “high density apartments.” And he
agrees that water use is a problem.

Mike cites the “aging infrastructure” of streets and
sewers. He lauds the “great employee base” but warns
that 30% of city workers are scheduled to retire soon.

Matt agrees that roads and sewers need attention as
does economic redevelopment. The 100% increase in pop-
ulation over the last two dozen years has put pressure on
transportation and water as well. Adding to his opening
statement, he cited endorsement by Dr. Myrtle High-
tower.

Ron, pointing to the former allure of PISD, warned of
decline in that system. Some schools are at “40% or low-
er,” and that must be improved. He says that high density
housing is a threat to property values.

2. As Plano faces buildout, multi-family hous-

ing has experienced residential resistance.



Ron urged us to visit PlanoFuture.org
where the increase in apartments is cited as
putting pressure on existing PISD schools.

Matt “grew up in a single-family dwell-
ing” in Plano and hopes that such neighbor-
hoods came be maintained. He decries the
absence of signage indicating the change of
zoning in the Preston-Plano Parkway area. He
says, however, that the rest of the Metroplex
utilizes mixed use development.

Mike said citizen input was solicited for
the Plano Tomorrow Plan and the number of
children in senior apartment units is likely to
be negligible. So he’s sanguine about the pro-
spects with the City and PISD working in close
cooperation.

Tom insisted the Plan is flawed. He chal-
lenges the survey findings. Ratings for the
schools in the area have fallen from 65 to 40 in
part due to Dallas developments in communi-
ties served by PISD.

Jim said the process began years ago
about which he has concerns. But “young
people want to rent or lease.”

Jamie warned them that that was the last
of “the softball questions.”

3. Comment on the Equal Rights

Amendment passed 8 Dec. 2014.

Jim said that it is now law and “basically
the same as federal law.” He said he doesn’t
believe in discrimination.

Tom agreed with Jim but worries about
“claims of gender identity.” Vietnam vets
were discriminated as they returned as “baby
killers,” but now that has vanished. “Live with
it.”

Mike supports “the ERA 100%.” He said
he has 270,000 neighbors to whom the Golden
Rule applies.

Matt said, “We can’t become Indiana.” He
claims to be the only candidate who did not
sign the petition to put the ERA on the ballot.

Ron asserts that “We, the People” should
get to vote on it. A healthy debate requires it
be on a ballot. He decried the Mayor and City
Council for “being gung-ho” on it and impos-
ing it without a mandate from the public.

4. How important are economic in-

centives to the City?

<mxm

Guests & Visiting Rotarians

Guest of
Reedy Spigner

Guest
April Spigner

Proposed Member : Wanda Russell
Proposed by : Earnest Burke
Classification : Real Estate

Ron said it had to be done or else progress
will go to Frisco by default. Incentives fuel the
“engine of the economy,” encouraging small
business startups.

Matt noted that no incentives lured EDS.
He’d rather see “strong neighborhoods” lure
future businesses. And small startup compa-
nies would benefit from an incubator program.

Mike is “a strong supporter of economic
development.” Failure to incentivize would
send new business north. New business is
good for diversity that benefits us all.

Tom says Plano has used incentives to
great advantage. We need to compare cost to
benefit in jobs and a growing tax base.

Jim points out the citizenry voted for a 2%
tax to fund incentives. Without them, our
chances at Toyota would have diminished.

Jaime asked them to address their motiva-
tion for running in their closing remarks.

Jim said a former mayor had condemned
him to run. He reiterated institutional history.

Tom said he wasn’t a politician but we
need “amateurs running for City Council.”

Mike repeated his endorsements and
praised Plano Tomorrow Plan.

Matt cited working with Dr. Dean and
Ean Sullivan. He is endorsed by Parker’s
Mayor.

Ron repeated his endorsements and added
Ray Huffines. He decried the destruction of
citizen comments on Plano Tomorrow.

The candidates were requested to stay and
chat with members after the meeting. Earnest
led us in the Four-Way Test and closed the
gathering at 12:59.

Next Social:

Tuesday, April 28th @ 5PM
Buffalo Bluez
4200 Legacy Drive Plano TX 75024

Socials are held on the 4th Tuesday of each month
at 5PM and will count as a Rotary make-up.
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All Service, Body and Parts Departments Open All Day Saturday

~AutoCare———

David Allison

1214 Avenue K
Plano, TX 75074

972-423-0434
www.allisons.com
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CORPORATE AND PERSONAL TAXATION

J. Marc Lewis JD, LL.M., EA

Enroiled to practice before the /RS

Lakeside Commons
5045 Lorimar Drive
Suite 280

Plano, TX 75093

marclinc@airmail.net
Tel. (972) 618-8224
Fax (972) 618-2021

Kirk Bell

Managing Partner, B&V, LLC
Financial Advisor, RJFS

Bell<*
Valente

A Limited Liability Company

AN INDEPENDENT FIRM

5700 Granite Parkway, Suite 320
Plano, TX 75024
(972) 403-1025

Email: kirk.d bell@raymondjames.com
Website: bellvalente.com

Securities offered through

Raymond James Financial Services, Inc.
Member FINRA/SIPC.

Cody Thomas
General Manager
Fry Cook & Cashier

Phone: 972.422.7084
Fax: 972.423.2606

1000 W. 15th Street | Call: 806.773.7078

codythomas@raisingcanes.com
www.raisingcanes.com

| Plano, TX 75075 |
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1400 Capital Ave,
Plano, TX 75074

{972} 6785775
Fax (972) 578-1005

4200 Legacy Drive

Plano, TX 75024
buffalobluez@outlook.com
(972) 618-2833
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