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HIS was the 1 time in living

memory that we were favored with

party favors on all our tables. We
sat down to a cheery greeting from
kalanchoée, a genus of succulents, native to
Europe and known as “Widow’s Thrill,” as in
“Oh, how kind; you remembered my first
husband’s death date!” They were gifts from
Brad Weinstein at Pztals & Stzms, a flo-
rist who was Informercialist du Jour. Along
with the potted plant came business cards
and a flyer noting the many reasons you may
wish to purchase his wares, chief among
them: romance. Or, in our case: bromance.

! i

12:??, Sainted Evitor having failed to note the
time! Sainted Editor was having a bad day;
he neglected to take the florist’s handout as
well. So, considering his predilection for
lapses, he will take this opportunity to note
that today’s photographer was Blair
Ritchey in Scary Bob's absence.

David assigned Jim Cooper for the In-
vocation and Justin Roache for the
Pledge. Before summoning SERGEANT
KRAMER, he permitted John Caldwell to
proselytize on behalf of the Four-Way Test
Speech Contest, tryouts for which will be
held from 9 am to 12 pm on 25 February for

The Plano Rotary Club
www.PlanoRotary.com

Favors

which he’ll need volunteer helpers and judg-
es. It will take place at a location TBA.

Now Jason captured the spotlight, chas-
tening us for our persistent failure to
CHECK IN ON FACEBOOK. So, if you're
reading this ahead of the next meeting, go to
your facebook account, find the CHECK-IN
link down the right-side, click it, choose
GLENEAGLES as your location (which will
be on the top of the list if your GPS is work-
ing), and type “Attending Plano Rotary” or
somesuch. Jason will be thrilled even
though he’s not a widow.

He introduced Rusty Gentry from
Plano Metro and Kristen Merron, guest of
speaker Brad. Kristen is a Sarah Crilley
clone, here to cri-
tique Brad’s perfor-
mance as a part of
her booking service.
He was being vide-
otaped to strengthen his playbook.

Howard Matson welcomed former
member Mike Booher. Jeff Beckley fed
Mom, Judy Kristan, and Nathan
Barbera pondered introducing Casey
Stewart “visiting from Plano Rotary.”

continued on page 2
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In his 3 MINUTES oF FAME, Charles
Milby gave us a synopsis of his life including;:
e 6th Generation Texan

e Joined Rotary soon after his daugh-

ter’s birth
e She’s now 21. i s
e Attended A&M for a year but gradu- = ﬂt\ gl

ated from Stephen F. Austin.

e He and his wife have three children.

o Madeline teaches in Austen

o Jonah plays baseball
His wife is a Pre-School Director at a high school.
He hunts with bow and arrow on his OK ranch.

He recently celebrated 24 years with his company.
Joined Rotary at the behest of LB the Wicked to
“get involved.”

Hing David and Jason drew the next
victim’s name, Casey Stewart, and it’s a
50:50 bet he’ll be here for it.

David presented the crystal BOPARIAR
OR TR MONEE plinth to Camille Ussery
for her yeoman (or should that be yeowoman)
efforts on behalf of our @ngel Tree project.

Camille told us that it’s a work of pas-
sion that’s rewarded by “the look on the
children’s faces.” She said she picked up “subtle clues”
from the way they dressed for the occasion. They “were
proud to be there. And,” she told us, “you make that hap-
pen.” She read us several thank you notes, one ending “I
can’t thank you enough for making my children smile.”

David gave Rick Horne an opportunity to harangue
the assembled about Blues, Booze, and BBGs, but Rick
gave us a reprieve saying he’d “do it another time.”

Program Chair, Alan Feigenbaum, rose to the chal-
lenge of introducing the speaker while being videotaped.

Brad Weinstein is a Dallas native and owns Dallas-based Pe¢tbals & Stetis

Florist. With no prior knowledge of the flower business, his father, Lew, founded the

flower company in June 1972. The shop was another home for Brad; it was where he
grew up, worked and developed a love for working with flowers. More importantly, he saw

the positive impact flowers have in customers’ lives. As a family-owned and -operated
business, Petals & Stetins Florist is proud of their ability to maintain long-
lasting relationships with customers and employees, many of whom have been with the
company in excess of ten years. Today, Petals & Stetns Florist stands strong

as a top contender in the floral industry, having been named as one of the Top 50 florists
by the Teleflora network, which is comprised of over 20,000 florists.

Brad joked that he’d given this talk at the Desoto Rota-
ry this morning, and apparently they’d not blackballed
him, because our invitation still stood.

His grandparents lived in Wichita Falls and sent his
father to the University of Oklahoma. Lew Weinstein set
up shop across Montford from Valley View Mall “before
Valley View became a mall.” He teamed up with a woman
who said she wanted to invest in a florist, but she didn’t
bloom as expected, so his father hired a floral designer and
a delivery driver and started the business on his own. The
shop now employs a full-time staff of 24.

Brad asked his father to teach him the business in 1997
because “flowers are good to be around.” A Rutgers Uni-
versity study of “life satisfaction” found all positives to the
presence of flowers. So Brad considers himself a “flower
therapist.”

He asked for testimonials to that satisfaction from the
audience, and €AF T/ iKimik lauded his shop for sup-
plying the flowers he sent to his daughter, Emily, for hav-
ing successfully aceing the Scholastic Aptitude Test. He
vouched for Emily’s attitude with the flowers as “happy.”
Jo Via admitted that flowers kept Gary “out of the dog
house.” And Alex Johnson said, “I used to use you guys.
Not sure why we stopped.” So 2 out of 3’s not bad.

His handout, entitled the Top 6 Reasons for Sending
Flowers, included the reason “just because.” In other
words, who needs a reason? Of course, everyone who or-
ders does so for some reason or other. Brad had compiled
the most amusing ones:

Card message: | know you're sad that the Cowboys lost... so here are some
Cowboys flowers! Love, Gabe

Card Message: | sat next to you on Flight 83. Give me a call 555-555-5555.
David

Customer: | need to send flowers to this lady at the bank. | have never said
this before, but for some reason | asked this lady when she would be having her
baby. She looked at me and said, "l am not pregnant".

Card Message: Sorry that | hit your car this morning. It was nice meeting you
and | would like to buy you a drink. | will call you soon. Max

Recipient: Hi, my name is Julie and | just received flowers from your shop from
a guy named Aaron. Well, the thing is | am kind of seeing two Aarons. Can you
tell me his last name?

Customer: Hi, | would like to send flowers to a girl at a particular office. Her
name is April.

P&S: Okay, great. What is her last name?



Customer: | am not so sure what her last name is. If there is
more than one April at the office, it is the April who is really
hot.

Card Message: Happy Birthday! Your other present is in your
glove box.

Card Message: | am sorry that | ate the cookie that was on
your desk. It just looked so good.

Customer: | would like to send flowers to this lady, but my guy
friends say | should not admit to making a mistake or say | am
sorry. What do you suggest?

Brad referred to the potted plants on our
tables for us to take home. He told us to care
for them by “keeping the soil moist.”

In reference to the flyer, he cautioned us
about its 2nd point: flowers for forgiveness. He
said to never begin a statement with “I apolo-
gize, but...” He told us “leave your ‘but’ at
home.”

Illustrative of the “no reason” reason, he
offered an anecdote about a woman debating
the merit of rose petal purchases when the
man in line behind her offered to buy them for
her. Either gallant or impatient?

Brad recommended we do our homework.
Ascertain our target’s favorite flower or color,
and then consult a professional florist. He has
six on his staff.

Guests & Visiting Rotarians

Guest Guest of
Mike Booher

Kristen Merron

Howard Matson
Brad Weinstein
Jeff Beckley
Home Club

Plano Metro

Judy Kristan

Visting Rotarian

Rusty Gentry

In Q&A, we learned the most popular are
roses (surprise surprise) but the runners up are
hydrangeas. Make flowers last by cutting the
stems then immersing them IMMEDIATELY.
The stems should be cut at an angle (increasing
the area of absorption). Alan Feigenbaum asked
the Vassily Kandinsky Question about the
symbolism of color; red for love, pink for inva-
lids, yellow for Texas, red, white, and blue for
military, etc. Camille asked about recutting
the stems and was told “that’s great,” but it
involves recomposing the arrangement. Kelly
Palmer asked about his sources; Brad said
that in this Jet Age, flowers come from all over
the world. Jerry Aris asked about tempera-
ture; Brad said that room temperature is fine,
just make sure the flowers are out of direct
sunlight. Jerry had a follow-up about plant
food and was told it can’t hurt but it’s unnec-
essary.

FLASH Flannery couldn’t resist a story
about a man who surprised his wife with a de-
tailing of her Mercedes convertible for her
birthday and was nonplussed at her cold re-
sponse. Finally she asked him, “You got me a
CAR WASH?”

Randy Brodhead said his daughter en-
tered into a long-distance romance with a Brit
from Australia. He cautioned that such com-
muter romances never last, but when the fami-
ly went to OZ, they found the hotel strewn
with yellow roses. That daughter said, “I'm
gonna get yellow roses the rest of my life!”

Brad estimated 20-30% of the floral busi-
ness comes for Valentine’s Day, but corporate
giving lasts all year.

Jeff Frauenheim asked about his web
presence and was told “we have a website,”
but “flowers are a very personal” business.

www.petalsandstems.com

Flash asked how he answers the question,
“How much do I have to spend? What’s the
magic number?” A nice arrangement can be
$40-60, a more impressive one at $100. With
that, he gave a gift certificate to Herb Hoxie
for his decades of Rotary service. Hing David
handed him our desk organizer, led us in the
Four-Way Test, and dissolved the meeting
(12:57) into a match to see how many
kalanchdes we could all carry home.
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FENCE-DFW
Pam Little

1400 Capital Ave,
Plang, TX 75074

(072) 5785775
Fax (972) 578-1005

~AloCare-———

David Allison

1214 Avenue K
Plano, TX 75074

972-423-0434
www.allisons.com

alphagraphics
increase your reach

KENNY WILSON
OWNER
Richardson
Phone. 972.234.3033
Fax. 972.231.6968
us103@alphagraphics.com

Plano
Phone. 972.867.9216
us408@alphagraphics.com

ﬁ AMERICAN TIOMAL BANK OF TEXAS
Yeur Bank For Life

Casey W. Stewart

Market President I'!u..:h s""L'I Contey
113 E Plaso Farkeay, Suile E
Plabo, T 7504
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J. Marc Lewis & Associates

CORPORATE AND PERSONAL TAXATION

J. Marc Lewis JD, LL.M., EA

Enrolled to practice before the /RS

Lakeside Commons
5045 Lorimar Drive
Suite 280

Plano, TX 75083

marclinc@airmail.net
Tel. (972) 618-8224
Fax (972) 618-2021

(972) 378-4888
gncpreston@gmail.com

GINC LiveWell.

Lakeside Market
5809 Preston Road
Suite 585

Plano, Texas 75093
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Professional Automotive Repairs including:
Air Conditioni I ions * Clutches * Ti issions « Differentials
Engine repairs * Factory Scheduled Maintenance * Tune-Ups *Electrical « Brakes

@7 Jerry P. Kezhaya s
- =
Approved President ;mi
Auto Repair
www.TheAutoShop.com et
2560 East Plano Parkway B% 972-578-0588 - T
Plano,Texas 75074 =71 972-881-0998 - F
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REEVES LAW FIRM. P.C.
Adoption, Chitd Cuxiedy & Divorce

B0 Ciables Court
Plaps, TX TSOTS
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All Service, Body and Parts Departments Open All Day Saturday

Camplete Automaotive Care Cenler

Pradeep Samudra
Owner

305 Legacy Dr, Plano, T /5023
[:972-517-4hbs E: KwvikKarOnlegaoyEverizon.ne:
F. 972 377 9613 W nttpeffwnees KwikKarLegacy.com

Mon-Fri 7-:30-6, Sat B-5, 5un 11-4
Independently Owred and Operated

Legacy ot Chase Quks

SIGNSﬁ
BY TOMORROW

Maria Mott 1101 OHIO DRIVE
Owner SUITE 117

PLANO, TX 75093
(0) 972-612-6220 FAX 972-985-7822
(C) 214-454-6780

- signsbytomorrow.com/plano
mmott@signsbytomorrow.com plano@signsbytomorrow.com




