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Jan 7th
“Current Health Care 
Issues & its inpact on 
Community Hospitals”
Charles Grassle & Ben 
Harris-MCP

Jan 14th
“Senior Issues in Health-
care &Housing”
Avery de Sostoa-Brook-
dale Living

Jan 21st
“Annual MLK Holiday 
Presentation”

CChhaammbbeerr  ooff  HHoorrrroorrss  
  

ccaarryy  BBoobb was AWOL, so Randy 
Wright took over as Cub Photogra-
pher with Sainted Editor’s Point-n-
Shoot micro-camera.  Of course, he 
had to make a test shot, and since it 

was of Sainted Editor about 
to chow down on a helpless 
piece of chicken, and as Scary 
Bob routinely catches every-
body else in candid poses 
they wish he hadn’t (and that 
Sainted Editor uses!), it’s only 
fair that he be embarrassed 
here.  Touché! 
 PPrreessiiddeenntt  PPaappeerrwweeiigghhtt channeled J. Ar-
thur Rank at 12:20, summoning Blair 
Ritchey for the Invocation and Bob Botts 
for the Pledge.  EVERYONE was thanked 
for Greeting after Kelly insisted that we greet 
our table mates.  Then Sergeant 
Barbera arose to introduce guests. 
 Nathan noted this to be the last meeting 
of the year!  (We’re skipping Christmas Eve and 
New Year’s Eve, oddly enough.)  Instead of here 
at Rotary, Nathan will be in New Orleans for 
the Sugar Bowl on New Year’s Eve.  Some-
one cruel inquired, “Is that a real event?” 

 Lynette welcomed Melissa Smith.  
Jamee Jolly introduced Chamber minion 
Jenny Lynn.  Kelly welcomed back Clay 
Curtiss.  Yoram introduced us to “the first 
Israeli I met here,” Orin Eliezer.  And 
Mark Johnson welcomed Karen’s kids, 
Derek and Claire Sheldon. 
 Nathan accosted Jamee Jolly for IInnssiiddee  
tthhee  RRoottaarriiaann  SSttuuddiioo.  Born in Dallas, 

Jamee attended Winnsboro High.  “Go, 
Red Raiders!”  Since she’s 5’ high in heels, 
she wasn’t called upon for basketball.  How-
ever, she was the Head Cheerleader, a 
position she still holds, come to think of it. 

 She “fell out of Baylor,” as Nathan put 
it, only to graduate from TAMU Commerce 
with a degree in Kinesthesiology. 
 Santa came every year to her house, 
once bringing her favorite gift, a Yorkshire 
Terrier named Mitzi!  What she really 
wanted was tickets to the New Kids on the 
Block (since seen).  Movie: Christmas Vaca-
tion.  Song: All I Want for Christmas (is my 
two front teeth).  Dinner: ham.  Tree: fake.  
Drink: PPEEPPPPEERRMMIINNTT  SSCCHHNNAAPPPPSS.  Presents opened 
on Christmas Day. 
 She was introduced to Rotary 5 years 
ago by Randy Wright and Kelly Palmer.  Al-
so, her husband, Marvin, was President of 
Frisco Rotary.  And, politically correct to the 
core, her favorite Rotary memory is “seeing 
this fun group every week!” 
 Jamie Schell, Foundation Chair, rose 
to regale us about the Foundation. 

SS  



 He first sought to enlighten us on 
the difference between RI’s Foundation 
and ours.  Ours funds the Hendrick 
Scholarships, Children’s Medical Cen-
ter, and other local charities.  Funds 
contributed to RI go to Chicago to ena-
ble big projects like Clean Water “and 
Polio+”, Randy reminded him.  Yes, 
“we’re almost there,” with the eradica-

tion of Polio.  $100s of millions have been raised in this 
effort, and currently, the Gates Foundation is matching 
contributions 3 to 1, so now our Paul Harris monies go 4x 
further.  And, in this Spending Season, we should 
throw spare cash at both Foundations to “good works” 
both domestically and internationally. 

 Kelly moved to the election of ’16-17 
Officers and Directors.  He had David 
McWhorter, Nomination Committee 
Vice Chair, read the names of those vol-
unteered.  Then, faint from a 24-hour 
fast, Kelly lost track of the narrative, 
prompting those in the audience to 
watch him for signs of stroke, but, ex-
hibiting none, he continued, calling for 
a motion to approve the nominees.  Da-
vid Bowman moved and Yoram Solo-

mon seconded, and Kelly declared them appointed “by 
acclamation.”  He asked those present to stand and receive 
our accolades. 
 He thanked Camille, Carrolyn, and Nancy for their 
leadership of Angel Tree, our HHoolliiddaayy  PPaarrttyy, and Hendrick 
Scholarship Tournament, respectively.  Then he called 
upon Alan Feigenbaum to regale us about Club 
SPIRITWARE. 
 Program Chair, Olin Jaye, mounted 
the podium to introduce the day’s speakers 
from the Plano Chamber of Commerce.  
First was its Chairman, Al Valente, Co-
Principal of Bell & Valente.  And, of 
course, no introduction was required for 
its CEO, Jamee Jolly. 
 Al’s first remarks were to thank the “many of you who 
have served in this role” for their efforts.  Then he and 
Jamee proceeded to tag-team us with Death by 1,000 
Statistics. 

 The Chamber celebrates 
its 70th Anniversary next 
year, having been formed in 
1946 (suggestively, one year 
after Plano Rotary; no wonder 
Sinclair Lewis lampooned 
Rotary with his “Booster’s Club” 
in Babbitt).  Al went on to 
chronicle the strategic plan-
ning which resulted in 
changes to the Vision in 
2014.  The background to 
this slide featured the Schell 

Insurance venue, to which Jamee remarked a “good look-
ing building!”  Al crowed that the Chamber’s 5-star accred-
itation places it in the top 1% of the nation’s chamber or-
ganizations. 

 He showed a photo of himself bracketed by pulchri-
tude, declaring, “It helps to surround yourself with excel-
lent people.”  One of them, Kim Moore, will replace him 
shortly as Chair. 
 Al outlined the business of the Chamber as 

• ADVOCACY for businesses 
• EDUCATION for small businesses 
• INNOVATION for new products and services 
• COLLABORATION with PISD, City of Plano, 

and others 
then Jamee took over. 
 Under ADVOCACY, she included the Chamber’s Public 
Policy Committee, its Collin County Days (lobbying in Aus-
tin), and Plano Legislative Days (ditto).  She described how 
the Chamber is going to bat for the Bois d’Arc Dam, de-
layed by a meddlesome EPA. 
 Al returned to tout things absent without the Cham-
ber’s advocacy: Central Expressway through Plano, the 
PLANO BALLOON FESTIVAL (celebrating 36 years), and 
formative bond packages over the decades.  Referring to a 
photo of Plano in pioneering days, Al said, “That’s Olin on 
the left.” 
 The Chamber even claims modest credit for the dereg-
ulation of the electric industry! 
 Jamee lauded the Chamber’s NETWORKING and 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT.  She pointed to photo-
ops like ribbon cuttings, and said that Chamber luncheons 
“engage the entire community.” 
 Under Community Awareness & Engagement, she cit-
ed the Chamber’s LEADERSHIP PLANO and its executive 
service, PLANO 360, a crash course in community infor-
mation lasting a couple of days. 
 Al trotted out the 1,100 businesses and 1000s of em-
ployees served by the Chamber.  Of members, 62% repre-
sent small businesses and another 12% are classified as 
large businesses.  Non-profit and other entities fill out the 
remainder of the rolls. 
 Jamee told us that the majority category of member-
ship is Medical and the 3rd largest is Insurance.  The fastest 
growing category is Manufacturing.  Geographically, the 
fastest growth is occurring along the Tollway.  Such names 
as Toyota, Hilti, Liberty Mutual, and FedEx represent the 
Chamber’s immediate future. 
 A cartoon in her presentation contrasted yesterday’s 
Westward Ho toward California to today’s Eastward Ho to 
Texas.  She counted 21 cranes over Plano recently, solidify-
ing it as the State Bird. 
 Al confirmed that the highest job growth rate in the 
nation is here in Texas.  An absolute 2+ million jobs re-
cently added are greater than those in the next 4-5 states 
combined.  (Of course, growth per capita may differ.)  Popula-
tion growth is “accelerating in Collin County.” 
 Jamee revealed the results of concerns among Cham-
ber members to include: 

• REGIONAL GROWTH 
• SKILLED/QUALIFIED WORKFORCE 
• TAX & FISCAL POLICY 
• HEALTHCARE 

She added that membership scales from $320 to $2800, 
and she urged us to “like” the Chamber on facebook. 
 David Bowman asked about the facets of the Afforda-
ble  Care  Act that concern members.   He was told it was 
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rate changes and competition, not between insurance agencies but rather between employers for 
the affections of their employees. 
 Randy Wright, Booster Extraordinaire, told us “You’re going to get something good.  Jamee 
put our Chamber of Commerce on the map nationally.” 
 Al mentioned that he has two weeks left to lord it over the Chamber before it’s Kim Moore’s 
turn. 
 Kelly noted that our gift paperweights were highly magnetic and “wipe everything out,” in-
cluding the watch Al was clutching close to his Token-in-Lieu-of-Honorarium. 
 Carrolyn Moebius noted a bond hearing scheduled for this evening at 6 pm to hear public 
comment on the fate of $524 million. 
 Kelly asked Randy to stand then praised him for yeoman efforts with Club Bylaws. 
 Someone asked about Kelly’s scarf, and he said that Sainted Editor had identified it as an Offi-
cial WHERE’S WALDO accoutrement.  He explained that at the morning’s Board meeting, only 
Mary Jo was dressed seasonally, so Kelly went home to address that issue. 
 Kelly elicited a call and response from Ean Secret Santa Sullivan, and the Club obliged 
with a chorus of “Ho ho ho!” 
 After cautioning us not to show up for the next two weeks, Kelly led us in the Four-Way Test 
and belled us into Happy Holidays at 1:00. 
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